


’JggyjTjSW rriwrt rod the So>ia Onion win likely, rcsxorr fall 
{jqwmsMe retanqiis.ift September when Soviet Foreign Minister Alexan- 
Qa^ J^s martey kh v isits the Mkitfle Jiast, an rndqpeiuicnt news. agency 
«pw^^«edacj?;day Interfax wasquoting Anatoly Filev. deputy chief Of 
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***** Mr; Bessmertnykh was tentatively scheduled to visit 
the .-wyddle. East, sometime between Sept. 5. when he returns from 
‘VaeBOOn,- ?nd Sept- 17, when he will be at the United Nations for the 
npcrni a g o Uhc g eneral assembly. ‘ DipIcMnarie ties are likrfy lobe restored 
'tatly BvSejHcnibcr . ' ' the report said. ’The restoration of diplomatic lies is 
eitpectcd to coincide, with a trip by Alexander Bessmertnykh." Interfax 
!^«d™«Mr. Bessmertnykh is expected to be in Moscow oo Sep. 10 for 
tfte.opemng of the Conference on Secumy and Cooperation m Europe's 
meeting: on Juimayi rights- 
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Doubt cast on Demjanjuk conviction 

TEL AVIV ( R) — The Israeli supreme court on Wednesday heard 
surprise evidence casting new doubt on the notion that John Demjanjuk. 
sentenced to hang for Nazi war crimes, was the sadistic gas chamber 
operator known as "Ivan the terrible.” The evidence . obtained by lawyers 
from the Soviet Union because of improving relations, shows' that the 
guard who killed hundreds of thousands at Treblinka death camp in World 
War II was not Demjanjuk. but a man named Ivan Mairzenko. “In 15.000 
documents from the Soviet Union, there isn’t one document that connects 
Demjanjuk to Treblinka." defence lawyer Yoram Sheftel told the 
'five-judge court at a five-hour hearing. The court refused Mr. Shelters 
request to free Mr. Demjanjuk. 71 an Ukrainian-born, but accepted the 
new evidence and agreed to reconvene in December to give both sides 
time to collect more Soviet documents. Mr. Demjanjuk was deported in 
1986 from the United Slates, where he titled after the war. and was 
sentenced to death in I98S for alleged war crimes in Nazi-occupied 
Poland. He always maintained he was a victim of mistaken identity. 
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5 ^Maghreb leaders to 
i meetorv Mideast 

J peace _ 

1 • . ALGIERS. _(R) — Five North 

f ’ African leaden will hold a sum- 
t ' mitin Morocco next month to try 
to 'reach . a joiar stand on the 
proposed Middle East peace con- 
j fere nee, the Algerian foreign 

* minister said Wednesday. U.S. 

5 Secretary of State James Baker 

B met leaden of Algeria, Morocco 

e and Tunisia this month to push 

1 pfans for the talks now dependent 

*■ bn agreement over who will rep- 

} resent Palestinians at the coiifer- 

* enefc co-sponsored by Washing- 
ton and Moscow. The three coun- 

® tries, ’ which with Libya and 

8 Mauritania make dp the Arab 

® Maghreb Union, are staunch 

in backers of the Palestine Libera- 

8 tkm Organisation and Mr. Bak- 

L erVtrip was seen as art effort to 

*■ get them to influence the PLO on 

*- Palestinian representation, 

y- “There will be a summit ... in 

b- September in Morocco,** Foreign 

ig Minister Lakhdar Ibrahimi said, 

a adding it would be preceded by a 

t- foreign ministers’ meeting. ‘‘Con- 

b- tacts continue (between the five) 

ip to 'find a common attitude" on 

u the peace conference, he said in 

^ an interview on Algerian Radio, 

h He also confirmed that the Pales- 

h tine National Council would meet 

fc in Algeria in September and 

gj urged it to devote itself to “reflec- 

sd lion." “The situation (of the 

og Palestinians) is very grave ....*' he 

0 . added. 

“ Algeria concerned . 

M but hopefuiabout ... 

J Sahara conflict - 

a i ALGIERS (R). — Algeria said 
1 * Wednesday it was concerned ab- 
out the renewed conflict in the 
M Western Sahara but hopeful that 

the dispute m.the terri tory on its. 
Wcstero-fitmfef wottl ri b e t©- ’ 
te solved. A Moroccan government 

“ source said Tuesday Otar Rabat 

was barring fn>rii die Westeni- 
M Sahara a United Nations mission 

. assigned to supervise a referen- 

dum oo th& territory’s future. A 
^ formal ceasefire is due to come 

• into force cm SepL 6, after aii 
informal truce lasting nearly two 

“• years. Both sides have accused 

“ tbeotherof flying to sabotage the 

^ UN- phuts. “We hope that all 

™ th»is onfy a summer cloud which 

is, going .tfl disappear rapkflyj* 
^ Algerian-Foreign Minister Lakh- 

f* der Ibralumisaid in an interview 

to - on Alfpiap. Radio Wednesday, 

1X4 , adtiogiflufTtbe official position of 
jk Rabat had pt^ cbanged- 

Turkish mlrttsfer 
to wlsltifi&tt^pyprus' 

jto A NKAR A'-^A P ) — Turkish 
^ Foret gn Mihistet Safa Giray . 

^ started a tbree-day official visit to 

k \ the breakaway Turkish state of 

jto northera.' Cyprus Wednesday to 

ie U prepare about the di-" 

vid^'jsiamfs futare. U.S. Presi- 
^ dent GeprgeBush said earlier 

jjj this Turkey and 

* s G recce .agreed to discuss settle- 

mentof tt^<fispute together with 
the TmSffili.-anrf Greek Cypriot 
zl teactet^the'fwu-^day talks were 

*2 expected to be held in the United 
State in Stpten^T- Before his 
depart^ ^r. Giray stressed the 
°L ^ ixnponanqe; attached by Turkey 
: ? to the success ofthe taks but said 


aaeq tat^prepara t ions were 
qeec^;£c^.^jQeetuig to bear 
fruft.^ii^t^inn'.-a dispatch from 
Nieosia;-Turk ey’ s semi-official 
Anatofiaflcj^agency quoted Mr. 
Giray: as:«sumg a tall to the 
Gr^'.fSjgjqot side “to speedily 
ettectaj^p^hpolicycbarige that 
would, aiabie .a new tenure of 


.two equal peo- 




* cia^frisracir 

fS ^<^SLA men 

ci5 Resistance fighi- 

e & f Israeli troops and 

j # ~ Joqf lm ih tia allies early 

^ j Wednoday jn “South Lebanon, 
Pp sacunty’ sonrces said. They said 
members-of the Islamic Resist- 
gfladtedtwo bases of Israeli 
V - Lebanon Army 

. '^LA).Qrilrga in Bayadah on the 
pf fsraeFs self-styled “secur- 
Uy zone? fe Sputh Lebanon. No 
f^ ia l^ .w^ reported ini the 
15-minute Uclash ' in which 
mari au^ misaad anti-tank rodc- 
s a *5 Wcf e. bRSL tfie-sourccs added. 
They said" : Israeli helicopters 
“^Ppedrfete over the battfe- 

°* ***■ wpbtt from die SLA. 


King decries Kuwaiti 
violations of expatriates’ 
right, urges West to help 

World silence should not continue; Jordan has 
taken what it could, and will do what it can to 
help returnees, but needs urgent assistance 


AMMAN (J-T.) — HSs Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday warned 
the international community 
against maintaining silence over 
Kuwait's violations of the human 
rights of Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian expatriates in the emirate 
and demanded international in- 
tervention. 

"There is a limit to what Jor- 
dan can take with regard to the 
inhuman practices and pressures 
being, exerted against Jordanian 
citizens." the King told the 
ambassadors of the European 
Community (EC) member slates. 
Japan, Canada, and the United 
States. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra. quoted the King as telling the 
ambassadors at a meeting held at 
the Royal Court that Jordan, 
which the international commun- 
ity sees as an important country 
in the region, expects world help- 
to cope with the situation result- 
ing from the return of hundreds 
-of thousands of expatriates. 

The King called on ‘’all people 
and countries with goodwill and 
keen on ' safeguarding human 


rights to adopt a courageous position 
vis-a-vis sudi flagrant violations 
of the rights of the Jordanians 
and Palestinians, particularly 
zhose who are expelled from 
Kuwait," Petra reported. 

The IGng said large numbers of 
Jordanians and Palestinians were 
left stranded at the Kuwait-1 raqi 
border and others were put 
aboard planes and sent to coun- 
tries which refuse to accept them. 
Among them arc "old and sick 
people, children, school students 
and people who are in need of 
urgent medical treatment,” the 
King said. 

The King warned the world 
against “turning a blind eye on 
what is happening in this region 
in the wake of the Gulf war. 
which was said to have been 
fought for the sake of im- 
plementing international legi- 
timacy and protecting human 
rights and against the use of force 
to settle conflicts.” 

"Jordan, which now finds itself 
receiving tbe third wave of re- 
fugees and displaced/deported 
people, expects from the civilised 


Palestinian boy dies 9 

days after shot by Israelis 

Peretz: Israel does not need 
Occupied lands for immigrants 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian 
youth died in hospital Wednesday 
nine days after Israeli soldiers 
shot him during demonstrations 
in the occupied Gaza Strip, his 
relatives said. 

Raafat A1 Fasees. 17. was 
among 13 Palestinians wounded 
in Shali refugee camp on Aug. 5 
during demonstrations after 
undercover Israeli soldiers gun- 
ned down a local teenager who 
was writing slogans on a wall. 

Another youth died from his 
injuries on Aug. 6. 

Family sources said Fasees was 
shot in the head, neck and hand. 

Residents said news of the 
youth’s death triggered new ten- 
sions in tbe camp, home to 50,000 
Palestinian refugees. They said 
angry youths set up barricades 
and burned tyres while soldiers 
surrounded the camp. 

Israeli security forces and civi- 
lians have killed at least 820 
Palestinians since the outbreak of 
the uprising against Israeli rule in 
the occupied territories in De- 
cember 1987. 

In the southern Gaza Strip 
town of Rafah, an Israeli solcher. 
was injured in the head during 
stone-throwing incidents, Palesti- 
nians said. 

Israeli Immigration Minister 
Yitzhak Peretz said Wednesday 


his country did not need the 
occupied territories to settle a 
huge new influx of immigrants. 

“Israel can welcome 10 million 
more immigrants without settling 
them in the (occupied) territor- 
ies,’’ Mr. Peretz told France’s 
Radio Shalom- 

About 250,000 immigrants 
have arrived in Israel in the last 
18 months and Mr. Peretz said 
one million more were expected 
from the Soviet Union alone by 
1991. 

. “In the past we built little 
bouses so we needed big areas of 
land to house the population. 
Today we can construct tall build- 
ings that can hold many more 
inhabitants,*’ he said. 

“In addition, there are many 
places in Israel that are still unin- 
habited, like the (Naqab) desert 
which could be developed to take 
in new immigrants.” 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, who is trying to arrange 
Arab- Israeli peace talks, has said 
that Jewish settlement of the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip is the greatest obstacle to an 
agreement. 

Israel rejects accusations that it 
is accelerating the settlement of 
about 100,000 Jews in the occu- 
pied territories in advance of 
peace negotiations. 


Prominent Iraqi Kurd 
appeals for accord 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
prominent Iraqi Kurd issued an 
impassioned plea Wednesday for 
the government and Kurdish 
leaders to come to terms on a 
Kurdistan autonomy agreement. 

In an unusual column in a 
government newspaper, Nafi 
Agrawi appealed for the two 
sides to wrap up negotiations that 
have dragged on for four months. 

“We’re waiting. Days have 
passed. Months have passed. We 
know that taking time is a healthy 
phenomenon in order to find 
solutions for the details and treat 
the roots of problems .. but wait- 
ing is beginning to take too long,” 
Dr. Agrawi wrote. 

Dr. Agrawi is a physician, poet 
and author. U was unusual for bis 
comments to appear in Al Thaw- 
ra. which is the official organ of 
Use riding Arab Baalh Socialist 
party led by President Saddam 


Hussein. 

The article was carefully 
worded to avoid blaming either 
side for the stalemate. Dr. Agra- 
wi also did not make any sugges- 
tion as to how the differences 
could be resolved. 

President Saddam. Tuesday 
met with Kurdish leader Massood 
Barzani as tbe two sides tried to 
break new ground in the stalled 
talks. But there was no sign that a 
breakthrough bad occurred. 

President Saddam last met with 
Kurdish leaders in July, including 
Jalal Talabani, another key mem- 
ber of the coalition of eight Kur- 
dish parties. 

Mr. Talabani was instrumental 
in the rejection of an autonomy 
agreement for Iraq’s 3.5 million 
Kurds negotiated in June, saying 
the proposal included very little 
territory. 


world a more humanitarian 
approach and attitude towards 
the refugees and assistance to 
enable it to offer help to the 
deported and homeless." the 
King told the ambassadors. 

Describing the plight of the 
expelled Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians are a "human tragedy.” the 
King said: "We expect to hear a 
justification from those responsi- 
ble for this tragedy and look 
forward for an interpretation of 
the situation." 

"We seek peace and stability in 
this region, but we are pained to 
hear reports about the inhuman 
measures applied against Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians." the King 
said. “We fear thal ihe tragedy 
will be detrimental to the prog- 
ress of peact and stability. Such 
practices could justify further acts 
of violence that would sweep the 
entire region and crush our hopes 
and aspirations for tranquility." 

The meeting was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Ensour. 

The King told Jordan Televi- 
sion later in the day that he had to 
meet with the ambassadors arid 
draw their attention to the plight 
of tbe returnees. 

The King said attention of the 
world community is no longer 
focused on this region, as the case 
was during the Gulf crisis one 
year ago, and that he asked the 
ambassadors to convey the reality 
of the situation to their govern- 
ments with a view to adopting 
speedy action and offer assist- 
ance. 

The King, who have been 
meeting returnees from Kuwait 
upon their arrival at the airport 
over the last two days, said he 
was deeply moved at the sight of 
the expatriates, who included sick 
men and women, children — 
many of whom bore marks of 
torture. 

The King said the returnees 
looked “as if they were deprived 
of sunlight for years.” 

The King said he was deeply 
disturbed and could not sleep 
well thinking of the plight of the 
destitute people, of those who 
had been tortured and of those 
who ar stranded on the Kuwaiti- 
Iraqi border. 

“Jordan will remain an Arab 
country offering refuge to all 
Arabs fleeing repression... and 
will cany out its duty to serve the 
expatriates,’ 1 the King said. 

The King called on religious 
leaders to help in the campaign to 
assist tbe returnees. 

The King said he had also 
heard about the plight of large 
numbers of Iraqi citizens who 
cannot afford to rent a room and 
others who need urgent medical 
treatment. “Jordan has a heavy 
duty towards these people.” be 
said. “We have to offer sacrifices, 
knowing very well that the situa- 
tion will not last forever and we 
have to relieve the suffering of all 
these people in the best manner 
we can,” he said. 

Earlier Wednesday, the King 
issued an appeal to the Jordanian 
people to open their hearts and 
homes to the plight of Jordanians 
and Palestinians returning from 
Kuwait. 

“We have to share our food 
with them. This is our destiny and 
we will do it with all the love in 
our hearts,” he told a radio 
phone-in programme. 

He said the world seemed obli- 
vious to the tragedy of the 
thousands of expatriates who are 
still flooding out of Kuwait after 
losing their jobs and having their 
children denied access to schools. 

The Palestinians had formed 
the backbone of Kuwaiti govern- 
ment and business. Many were 
bora in the emirate or had lived 
there for decades. 

Kuwait, incensed by what it 
saw that Jordanian and Palestine 

(Contented on page 5) 



His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday meets expatriates and their families arriving from Kuwait (Petra photo! 

Cleric sees ‘happy ending 9 for hostage crisis 
U.N. chief says no quick solutions in sight 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A senior 
Shiite Muslim cleric said Wednes- 
day that the process of freeing 
Western hostages in Lebanon was 
heading towards ”a happy en- 
ding." 

The cleric, who is close to the 
leadership of the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah (Party of God), told 
the Associated Press that "there 
has definitely been a break- 
through" in the long-running hos- 
tage drama. 

Bui he stressed that there 
would not be any releases outside 
the framework of a package deal 
JU.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar is trying to put 
together through his current 
efforts in Geneva. 

Meanwhile, two senior police 
officers denied their department 
had any information to support 
reports, attributed to police 
sources, that kidnappers had kil- 
led Alberto Molinari, 81. the only 
Italian among the 11 missing 
Westerners. 

The news reports quoted un- 
named police sources as saying he 
was killed by mistake shortly 
after his abduction on Sept. 11 
1985. 

“We have no information of 
the sort,” said Samir Shaarani, 
the chief of police, when asked 
about the report. 

Mohammad Kassem. who 
heads the police investigation de- 
partment, said: “How could any 
one quote us as saying the man is 
dead? We have neither found a 
body nor ever arrested a kidnap- 
per or a collaborator to extract 

Little sign 
conditions 

TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) sees no evidence that the 
United States accepts its refusal 
of Israeli demands over a Palesti- 
nian delegation to a Middle East 
peace conference. 

But PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said late Tuesday that he 
had drawn no final conclusions. 

A meeting between U.S. State 
Department officials and Palesti- 
nians from the Israeli-occupied 
territories last week “will permit 
us to draw our final conclusion on 
the American position,” Mr. 
Arafat said. 

The Palestinians meeting the 
U.S. officials included Faisal 
Husseini , an East Jerusalemite 
who is close to Fateh, the main- 
stream movement within the 
PLO. 

They have asked the U.S. for 
written guarantees that the talks 
will lead to Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied territories, in- 
cluding East Jerusalem, a halt to 
Israeli settlement there, and the 
right of tbe Palestinians to self- 
determination. 

Mr. Arafat said that the Amer- 
ican response to those demands 
will influence the position of the 
PLO, which is trying to rally 
Arab support over East Jeru- 
salem. 

Israel says it will attend the 
talks only on condition that the 
PLO has no role and that Palesti- 
nians from East Jerusalem be 
excluded. 

Mr. Arafat, while welcoming 
tbe conference, insists that East 
Jerusalem Palestinians be repre- 
sented. 

In Washington, American offi- 
cials said Tuesday they did not 
have any information on the out- 


such information. We have no 
information.” 

Italian diplomats have said in 
the pasr that they had informa- 
tion that Mr. Moitnari died of a 
heart attack while trying to resist 
his abduction. However, in the 
absence of concrete proof, the 
Italian government still lists him 
as missing and presumed kidnap- 
ped. 

No group has claimed his 
abduction, and none of the hos- 
tages released in recent years has 
ever reported being held with the 
Italian. 

“The process has started and it 
will not stop. It’s going 10 con- 
tinue to a happy ending. It can't 
be blunted unless a regional pow- 
er vetoes it,” said the Shiite 
cleric, apparently referring to 
Iran or Syria. 

Hizbollah is the parent orga- 
nisation of the groups holding 
most of the missing Westerners — 
five Americans, three Britons 
and two Germans, in addition to 
Mr. Molinari 

The cleric, who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity, said Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar’s initiative 
“opens the way for a package 
deal” to free the Western hos- 
tages. Arab prisoners held by 
Israel and the return of seven 
missing Israeli servicemen in 
Lebanon, or their remains. 

“The process to work out a 
mechanism to bring off this pack- 
age is at Perez de Cuellar’s hands. 
No one is going to be released' 
outside the framework of this 
package.” he said. 


In Geneva. Mr. Perez de Cuel- 
lar dampened hopes for an immi- 
nent solution to the hostage cri- 
sis. 

Speaking after a meeting with 
senior Israeli envoys. Mr. Perez 
de Cuellar said it would be 
“naive” to expect any end to the 
crisis in the next few days. 

Earlier, he had been asked if 
he expected Israel to free some 
prisoners by the weekend, he said 
“that's my hope.” Uri Lubrani. 
the head of the Israeli delega- 
tion, when asked whether Israel 
was prepared to make a sign of 
“goodwill” by releasing some de- 
taineses, said “this was not dis- 
cussed.” 

“The negotiations will go 
ahead in a much quieter manner 
in order to clarify position,” Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar told journalists 
after the 90-minute talks at his 
luxury hotel outside Geneva. 

Mr. Lubrani, his country’s top 
hostage negotiator, decribed the 
talks as “very fruitful, very 
friendly." And Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar said he got “very strong 
support" from the Israeli govern- 
ment. 

The release of Israel’s Arab 
prisoners is the key demands of 
the kidnappers. 

Israel for its part insists on 
information about the fate of the 
seven servicemen missing in 
Lebanon since 1982. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar said 
Israel was “prepared to make 
every effort if they know in a 
clear manner the situation of the 
missing persons." 


of U.S. heeding PLO 
on peace conference 


come of the U.S. talks with 
Israeli, and Jordanian officials 
and Palestinian representatives. 
Following are some of the com- 
ments by State Department 
spokesman Richard Boucher at a 
briefing Tuesday: 

“As you know, we’ve had a 
team of experts out there. 
They’re scheduled to return to- 
day. While in the region, they 
met with appropriate Israeli and 
Jordanian officials and with 
Palestinian representatives to ex- 
plore how best to deal with va- 
rious issues related to a peace 
conference. 

“Since you ask, I think I should 
make clear that it wasn't their 
purpose to reach any agreement 
on any point. I'm describing it as 
an expert-level discussion of how 
to deal with some of these 
issues. 

“This team did dot conclude 
any sort of (memorandum). They 
were there to define the issues 
further. I said that these kinds of 
discussions with the panics will 
be continuing as we continue our 
diplomatic work. The secretary, I 
think, made that clear when he 
last briefed in Algeria at the end 
of his trip. He gave a rundown of 
how we would continue to work 
these issues, and we are working 
them.” 

Asked to comment on Mr. 
Arafat’s statements that he wants 
an East Jerusalem representative 
on the team, and that be wants to 
be able to pick the team, Mr. 
Boucher said: “I’m afraid that 
there have been various state- 
ments in the past about the peace 
process, and there probably will 
be more in the future. We are 
continuing to work this issue by 
diplomacy, and we’re not going 
to get involved in commenting 


every time someone makes a 
public statement.” 

Mr. Arafat said Wednesday he 
will not be “the man who gives 
. away Jerusalem” as the result of 
■ any peace conference. 

“No one can give away Jeru- 
salem." Mr. Arafat said in an 
interview to be broadcast this 
week. “It is not I who will give 
(it) away . For those Arabs who 
want to sell it off. let them do it. 
History will not forgive them." 

The PLO leader made the com- 
ments to Radio Monte Carlo, a 
Middle East radio service which 
will broadcast the interview to the 
region Thursday. Friday and 
Saturday. 

Even if the United States 
fashions a Camp David-like Mid- 
dle East peace accord, it will not 
be able to actually bring peace to 
the region. Mr. Arafat said in the 
interview, a partial transcript of 
which was released Wednesday. 

The PLO chief was referring to 
the 1979 peace agreement be-' 
tween Israel and Egypt. 

The United States “could bring 
an end to the Arab boycott of 
Israel, but it will not be able to 
bring about peace.” Mr. Arafat 
said. “That is because for the 
Palestinians, there will never be 
peace in the Middle East” if they 
are not present at the negotiating 
table. 

Asked about the isolation of 
the PLO by some countries in 
recent weeks because of its posi- 
tion on the peace talks, Mr. 
Arafat said he was “proud" of it. 

“I welcome the Isolation,” he 
said. “If it belies discontent, 
among Arab leaders because I am 
opposed to them and because I 
spoke out against attacking Iraq, 

I say ‘welcome to isolation,' and I 
am proud of it.” 


Mr. Lubrani said he had re- 
ceived no new information from 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar about the 
fate of the servicemen. "Asked 
whether they discussed a time 
frame, he replied: 

“1 don't think a time frame is a 
solution of this problem. One has 
to have a lot of patience and 
perseverance. We hope that the 
monentum will be kept and that 
we will soon have good news.” 

He said his three-man team 
would stay in Geneva through 
Thursday, though no new meet- 
ings with Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
were scheduled. 

After the meeting with Mr. 
Lubrani, Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
immediately phoned Iran's U.N. 
ambassador, Kamal Kharazi, cur- 
rently in Tehran. He described 
Mr. kharazi as an “interlocutor.” 
and said he had full backing from 
Iran. He did not give details of his 
conversation with Mr. Kharazi, 
whom he met Monday as part of 
the ongoing flurry of diplomatic 
activity. 

Germany, caught in a dilemma 
over whether to swap two jailed 
Lebanese brothers for two Ger- 
man hostages in Lebanon, 
Wednesday maintained a wall of 
silence about a proposed intema- 
tional hostages-for-prisoners 
deal. 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
spokesman declined to comment 
when asked if Bonn was consider- 
ing an exchange as part of the 
United Nations efforts. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Peres’ trip 
to Turkey 
linked 
to water 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s for- 
mer Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres’ mysterious trip to Turkey 
was linked to Middle East water 
issues, an aide to Mr. Peres said 
in an interview published 
Wednesday. 

Water is expected to be one of 
the issues discussed at an Arab- 
Israeli peace conference. Mr. 
Peres, the leader of the main 
opposition Labour Party, arrived 
in Turkey Monday for a one-day 
private visit to the Aegean resort 
of Marmaris, near where Turkish 
President Turgut Ozal is vaca- 
tioning. Turkish officials said. 

A leading Turkish newspaper. 
Hurriet, reported Tuesday that 
Mr. Peres boarded a yacht where 
he spent about half an hour with 
five men it said were Soviet diplo- 
mats. Hurriet reported the yacht 
was an American-flagged vessel 
owned by a Swiss businessman. 

“This is a project that Shimon 
(Peres) has been working on for 
several years now, the water pro- 
ject.” Nimrod Novick, an aide to 
Mr. Peres, explained in an inter- 
view with the Israeli daily 
Hadashot. 

• 

"We thought the time was ripe 
to bring in the Russians, the 
Egyptians and other Arab ele- 
ments for (finding) a solution to 
water problems in the region,” 
Mr. Novick was quoted as saying. 

Mr. Novick linked the current 
contacts to the planned Middle 
East peace conference, spon- 
sored by the United States and' 
the Soviet Union. 
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Palestinians: Israeli 
troops shooting Arabs 
to sabotage peace 



Iraqi customs breaks up 
smuggling ring — paper 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian 
nationalists have accused Israeli 
troops of shooting Arabs in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in an attempt to torpedo 
peace moves. 

A bullet wounded a nine-year- 
old Palestinian boy in the West 
Bank city of Hebron Tuesday 
when troops fired warning shots 
after an Arab driver ran through 
a roadblock, Israeli television 
said. 

The army was investigating. 

Faisal A! Husseini and Hanan 
Ashrawi, who met U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker on his 
recent Middle East peace shuttle, 
told an East Jerusalem news con- 
ference Israel was carrying out 
deliberate killings and summary 
executions of Palestinians. 

"This is one way in which Israel 
can sabotage the peace process 
and I think the timing is extreme- 
ly significant.” Ms. Ashrawi said. 

The Palestinians said Israel's 
security forces had recently in- 
creased* use of live ammunition in 
place of rubber bullets. 

"In each incident, there is a 
deliberate killling without any 
attempt to disperse the demon- 
strators or warn them,” said 
Gh assan A1 Khatib, an academic 
and prominent nationalist. 

The army denied the national- 
ists' charges. 

"There is no change in the 
open fire orders,” an army 
spokesman said. 

Earlier this week Israeli offi- 
cials accused Palestinians, of step- 
ping up their 44-month-Iong re- 
volt against Israeli occupation be- 
cause of frustration with the 
peace process. 

“The political process brings 
this increase because they 
(Palestinians) want to express 
more and more 'look we are here. 
Don't forget us'.” Jerusalem 
police chief Haim Albaldess said. 

Israelis have killed at least SI 9 
Arabs since the start of the upris- 
ing. including five who died be- 
tween Aug. 5-11. 

Israel has agreed to U.S. prop- 
osals for a Middle East peace 
conference provided Palestinians 
from Arab East Jerusalem and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) are barred from 
the talks. 


Palestinians rejected Israel’s 
conditions. 

An army report published 
Tuesday recommends that sol- 
diers be stripped of responsibility 
for interrogating Palestinians at 
detention centres in the occupied 
territories. 

It also suggests reducing the 
number of these lockups in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
arguing that fewer Palestinians 
were being held there. 

The report was submitted by 
Rafael Vardi who was asked by 
chief of staff Ehud Barak in May 
to investigate 16 complaints that 
soldiers had used illegal force 
against Arab detainees in army- 
run lockups. 

The army statement did not 
detail Major General Vardi's 
findings on specific allegations or 
say which security bodies he 
thought should question Palesti- 
nian detainees. 

it said only that he recom- 
mended further military police 
investigation into eight of the 16 
cases, and rhat military prosecu- 
tors were implementing the sug- 
gestion. 

Gen. Vardi also urged com- 
manders to "sharpen army reg- 
ulations which outlaw even the 
possibility of using threats against 
civilian detainees.” the statement 
said. 

It added that Lt.-Gen. Barak 
had accepted the recommenda- 
tions and was already carrying 
them out. 

Gen. Barak ordered the un- 
usual internal probe following 
strong criticism from human 
rights groups about how Palesti- 
nians are treated in army jails. 

Tne Israeli human rights orga- 
nisation Betselem said in a report 
in March that as many as 6.000 of 
the 75.000 Palestinians detained 
during the uprising were mistre- 
ated during interrogation. 

But it laid most blame on the 
Shin Bet security service which is 
responsible for questioning most 
Palestinians. 

In its response to Gen. Vardi's 
findings. Betselem was guarded, 
saving it hoped it meant the army 
would ’’put an end to the plague 
of violence in Israel army prison 
facilities.” 


U.N. report: Iran needs 
resources for reconstruction 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — A 
U.N. report released Tuesday 
said that the damage to Iran from 
the Iran-Iraq war was so great 
that repair and reconstruction 
will require several years. 

The report also said that Iran 
needs access to financial re- 
sources. foreign equipment and 
technology in order to rebuild 
after the devastating conflict 
within a "reasonable” period. 

The 188-page report says re- 
construction of the physical in- 
frastructure destroyed or dam- 
aged in the 1980-88 conflict will 
be "costly and lengthy,” because 
most of the war was fought on 
Iranian territory. It does not 
make specific recommendations. 

"Damage inflicted on the coun- 
try’s infrastructure was of a mag- 
nitude and nature that will re- 
quire several years of repair or 
reconstruction,” it said, adding 
that restoration of production 
and services will be seriously de- 
layed. 

The report was required under 
Security Council Resolution 598 
of July 1987 which demanded an 
end to the Iran* Iraq war and 
called for a U.N. assessment of 
damage. A U.N. team headed by 
former Under-Secretary-General 
Abdulrahim Farah visited Iran 
from May 31 to June 21. 

The report says that Iran esti- 


mates direct damage to economic 
sectors at the equivalent of $440 
billion and indirect damage to the 
same sectors at $493 billion. 
Those figures are based on an 
official exchange rate of 70 rials 
to the dollar, but a commonly 
used unofficial exchange rate is 
around 1,300 rials, which would 
lower the damage estimates. 

The report says that 14,000 
civilians were killed and 57,000 
wounded, including 37,000 who 
are permanently disabled. 
Another 1.25 million people were 
displaced by the fighring. 

More than 130,000 homes were 
destroyed and another 190,000 
severely damaged. 

The oil industry, the lifeline of 
the national economy, suffered 
massive damage, it said. The 
Abadan oil refinery, among the 
world's largest, virtually was des- 
troyed, it said. 

The destruction of the oil and 
gas fields and the devastation of 
Kharg Island, one of the world's 
largest oil-loading facilities, dras- 
tically reduced the nation's ability 
to generate revenue. 

Iran has emphasised recon- 
struction of its oil industry and 
the Abadan refinery now is in 
partial operation and producing 
140,000 barrels a day, compared 
with 630,000 barrels before the 
war began, the report says. 


missing 

Israelis 
are alive 

DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
The leader of a hardline 
Palestinian faction said Tues- 
day that he learned from Shiite 
Muslim groups in Lebanon 
that three Israeli soldiers are 
alive and could be part of a 
two-step deal to free Western 
hostages. 

Ahmed Jibril, commander 
of (he Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine-Gener- 
al Command (PFLP-GC). 
gave the statement in a Tele- 
phone interview but did not 
say which Israelis were still 
alive. 

Israel has said it wants in- 
formation on seven missing 
soldiers before it will agree to 
take part in a prisoner swap 
that could lead to freedom for 
U Westerners missing in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Jibril did not offer any 
proof that the three Israelis 
were still living. 

He said he learned of the 
three from those who hold 
them. The Israeli soldiers dis- 
appeared during military op- 
erations in southern Lebanon, 
and the PFLP-GC is among 
the groups that organised re- 
sistance attacksion Israel from 1 
there. 

Hizbollah, the Iranian-back- 
ed Party of God made up of 
Shiite Muslims, has claimed to 
hold privates Yosef Fink and 
Rahamin A1 Sheikh, captured 
in South Lebanon in February 
1986 when its fighter 
ambushed their patrol. 

Israel has rejected such 
claims without firm evidence, 
preferably given a neutral par- 
ty like the International Red 
Cross. 

Mr. Jibril told the Associ- 
ated Press that the prisoner 
swap should be on the basis of 
the live Israeli prisoners. 

"I will exchange the live 
people and I don't want dead 
people," Mr. Jibril said. He 
suggested but did not confirm 
that this was the arrangement 
wanted by Hizbollah. 

Mr. Jibril said there should 
be "two separate deals. The 
first concerns the release of 
civilians and the second con- 
cerns the release of military 
people.” 

The first deal would involve 
exchanging the Western hos- 
tages for Palestinians and 
Lebanese seized as civilians, 
Mr. Jibril said. 

The second exchange, he 
said, would be the three 
Israelis for "Palestinians and 
Lebanese prisoners who have 
been arrested during military 
operations in Lebanon.” 

Mr. Jibril said that he did 
not have any bodies of Israeli 
soldiers. Earlier there had 
been speculation that the 
PFLP-GC, expelled from the 
PLO in 1987 three years after 
leading a mutiny to unseat 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat, 
might have one of the bodies. 

Another faction, the Demo- 
cratic Front for the Liberation 
of Palestine, says it has the 
body of Druze soldier that the 
Israelis have refused to ack- 
nowledge. 

Israel and its proxy militia in 
South Lebanon hold about 400 
Lebanese and Palestinian pris- 
oners. Most are in Khiam pris- 
on in South Lebanon operated 
by the South Lebanon Army 
militia, armed and financed by 
Israel. 

The Israeli soldiers missing 
in Lebanon were captured dur- 
ing military operations dating 
back to Israel’s 1982 invasion 
of the neighbouring country. 


BAGHDAD (AP) — Customs 
agents have broken up a smug- 
gling ring involved in the illegal 
export of large quantities of cop- 
per. a government newspaper re- 
ported Wednesday. 

The A! Joumhouriya daily said 
many copper blocks were confis- 
cated recently being smuggled to 
Jordan in fave vehicles through 
the Trebfl border post- Also 
seized were 100,000 Iraqi dinars, 
the paper said. 

The report, which gave no 
more details on that incident, 
reflected a growing problem the 
Iraqi government faces in the 
aftermath of tbe Gulf war. 

Gold, copper, currency and 
other items are smuggled out by 
black marketeers who then buy 
■goods for sale in Iraq, still under 
the U.N. trade embargo im- 
plemented a year ago after the 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Al Joumhouriya said that 100 
tonnes of copper blocks and cop- 
per particles mixed with other 
material have been seized during 
the past few days. 

It said that in seven months, 41 
kilogrammes of gold, several mil- 
lion dinars and thousands of dol- 
lars had been confiscated. 

“Smuggling has expanded late- 
ly with permission of import with- 
out foreign exchange,” the paper 
said. 

After the imposition of sanc- 
tions, the government decreed 


that merchants could import 
goods without exchanging them 
for dollars at the official rate of 
three dollars to the Iraqi dinar. 

That was meant to encourage 
embargo violators, who could sell 
things m Iraq for black market 
rates of five or six dinars to the 
dollar. Now, tbe dollar is worth 
eight dinars or more. 

The newspaper said the cus- 
toms staff has been increased "to 
enable it to control illegal trans- 
port of currency and material, 
computers are used to support 
their activity.” 

Under current terms of the 
embargo, only food and medicine 
for humanitarian purposes are 
allowed into the country. But soft 
drinks, bear, liquor and a wide 
variety of other goods are com- 
mon, though at very high prices. 

Jordan has been the major 
trade route for the black market, 
although reports from the north 
say the border with Iran is open- 
ing wider. 

Trucks from Turkey are known 
to enter Iraq loaded with goods 
and underbed oil tanks. The 
food, other materia] are sold at 
giveaway prices and the tanks 
loaded with diesel oil. which 
fetches a very high price in 
Turkey. 

This activity reportedly has de- 
clined recently because attacks by 
Turkey on Kurdish rebels fleeing 
into northern Iraq has tightened 
border controls. 


Individual Gulf 
war compensation 
could be $100,000 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Relatives of those killed as a 
result of Iraq's invasion of Kuwait 
are entitled to as much as 
$100,000 in compensation, 
according to U.N. rules released 
Tuesday. 

The U.N. commission that will 
distribute Gulf war damages also 
released guidelines for filing indi- 
vidual claims, which are to be 
consolidated by national govern- 
ments. 

The Geneva-based governing 
council of the U.N. Compensa- 
tion Commission will make pay- 
ments from a fund into which 
Iraq will be required to place a 
portion of its oil revenues. Tbe 
U.N. Security Council has not 1 
approved oil sales on an ongoing' 
basis, but this week is expected to 
approve a one-time sale in three 
instalments totalling no more 
than $1.6 billion. 

The Security Council is ex- 
pected to decide that no more 
than 30 per cent of Iraq's future 
oil revenue will be paid into the 
compensation fund. 

Iraq has been held liable to pay 
compensation to invidiauls 
through their governments, to 
governments, companies and in- 
stitutions and to pay for damage 
to the environment caused by oil 
spills and burning oil wells set 
afire by retreating Iraqi troops. 


Non-aligned nations say j 
curbs on Iraqi oil too tight 


107 Americans killed or wounded 
by U.S. forces in Gulf war battles 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Accidental "friendly fire" by 
U.S. forces in the Gulf war killed 
35 Americans and wounded 72 
others, largely because of the 
high speed of desert and night- 
time warfare, the Defence De- 
partment said Tuesday. 

Officers said the high number 
of “friendly fire” casualties was 
due mainly to the speed of the 
allied advance, which in some 
cases put U.S. tanks in the midst 
of Iraqi armour just as U.S. 
planes arrived to fire on the 
enemy. 

“A combination of featureless 
desert terrain large, complex and 
fast-moving formations fighting 
in rain, darkness or low visibility 
and the ability .to engage targets 
from long distances were contri- 
buting factors,” the Pentagon 
said in a summary of its investiga- 
tion of the incidents. 

In one of the worst accidents, 
six U.S, soldiers were killed and 
25 wounded when their five tanks 
and five Bradley fighting vehicles 
were misidentified and shelled by 
other U.S. tanks on Feb. 27 
during a night battle. 

Seven marines were killed and 
two wounded on Jan. 29 when an 
air force A-10 "tank killer” plane 
fired a Maverick missile that mal- 
functioned and hit their 
armoured vehicle. 

It said the 35 killed by "friendly 
fire” — U.S. forces accidentally 
firing on each other — were 
among rhe 148 Americans killed 
in the war in all, and the 72 were 
among a total of 467 injured. 

It said 24 Americans were kil- 
led and 57 wounded by U.S. 
ground forces firing on each 
other, and 11 were killed and 15 
wounded by U.S. planes firing on 
ground, forces. 

The 17 per cent rate of 
accidental casualties was prob- 
ably far higher for the United 
States than reported in any other 
war. Marine Lieutenant-General 
Martin Brandther said. 

But he said that may be be- 
cause investigators were able to 
gather foil details on every inci- 
dent of the Gulf war, while fi- 
gures as low as only two per cent 
in previous wars were based on 
estimates. 

Gen. Bran diner said some of 


the friendly fire in the Gulf war 
was caused by thermal sights on 
U.S. weapons that fire on targets 
so far away the person firing 
cannot see them. Tbe thermal 
sights something did not give 
enough detail to distinguish U.S. 
forces from Iraqi forces, be said. 

But he said tne primary cause 
was the high speed of the warfare 
in which allied divisions swept 
into southern Iraq and sur- 
rounded Iraqi forces to end the 
war in just four days. 

No casualties resulted from one 
ship-to-ship, one shore-to-ship 
and one ground-to-air engage- 
ment, the statement said. 

"We regret these incidents of 
friendly fire and the delay in 
concluding our review," said Col- 
onel Roger Brown, the army's 
deputy chief of staff for opera- 
tions, who said the military took 
some time in order to provide "an 
accurate and complete analysis” 
of the information. 

Col. Brown said military offi- 
cials believe they have investi- 
gated all known and suspected 
instances of friendly fire. 

Fifteen of the deaths and 18 of 
wounded “friendly fire" casual- 
ties were logged prior to the start 
of the 100-hour ground campaign 
against the Iraqi forces began on 
Feb. 24, the Defence Department 
said. 

"The investigations were con- 
ducted to determine how the acci- 
dents happened so that the likeli-' 
hood of similar accidents can be 
reduced in the future, and to 
provide as much information as 
possible to the families of the 
servicemen who were killed," the 
statement said. “The information 
concerning the service members 
who were killed was offered to 
their next of kin.” 

The Defence Department said 
most of tbe casualties involved 
the crews of armoured vehicles 
struck by higb-velodty tank shells 
that can penetrate the vehicles 
and rely "on the force of impact 
to destroy the target.” 

In its statement, the Defence 
Department argued that casual- 
ties “would have been higher” 
had it not been for safety features 
such as fire suppression systems, 
blowout panels, hardened 
armour and protective liners used 


in U.S. military vehicles. 

Of the total 21 U.S. army 
soldiers killed, one was an M1A1 
tank crewman; 15 were Bradley 
fighting vehicle crewmen; one 
was a crewman from a fire sup- 
port team vehicle, which is a 
modified MID armoured person- 
nel carrier, and four were on the 
ground, the Defence Department 
said. 

Of the 65 wounded army sol- 
diers, 49 were Bradley fighting 
vehicle crewmen, seven were 
tank crewmen and nine were on 
the ground. 

Of the 14 Marines killed, 11 
were light armoured vehicle 
(LAV) crewmen and three were 
on the ground. 

Of the six Marines wounded, 
two were LAV crewmen and four 
were on tbe ground. 

One sailor was wounded while 
serving with a marine liaison unit, 
the Defence Department said. 

Last month, the central com- 
mand issued a preliminary count 
of 11 U.S. soldiers killed and 15 
wounded from friendly fire dur- 
ing the 43-day conflict. 

U.S. forces also were held re- 
sponsible for killing nine British 
troops and wounding 13 of their 
fellows in friendly fire incidents, 
the officials said at the time. 

The majority of the friendly 
fire casualties occurred in the 
army and marine corps, the prim- 
ary ground forces of the war, the 
sources said Monday. They said 
there were no navy casualties 
attributed to friendly fire. 

A senior officer, who spoke on 
condition his name or service not 
be used, said most of the casual- 
ties came at night and at long 
range. 

“The very things that helped us 
win battles, being able to fight at • 
night and being able to hit the 
enemy from afar — that's also 
what cost us he said. “It's a 
tragedy. Some of our guys 
apparently didn’t even know 
what hit them." 

To belp differentiate- friend 
from foe in the future, the ser- 
vices are now attempting to shar- 
pen the image on heat-seeking 
viewfinders used to detea vehi- 
cles’ engines or exhausts and 
guide ordinance to them, a 
second official said. 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Non-aligned nations on the 
Security Council have said the 
body is proposing excessively 
tight restrictions on Iraqi oil 
sales. Western and Third World 
diplomats have said. 

But tbe seven non-aligned na- 
tions on the 15-member council 
were not expected to mount a 
serious challenge to a draft re- 
solution backed by the five 
permanent and powerful council 
members; The United States, 
Britain. China, France and the 
Soviet Union. 

Closed consultations of tbe 15- 
member' council were scheduled 
for Wednesday. 

Tbe French draft resolution 
under discussion could be 
adopted as early as Friday. It is 
described as a one-time exception 
! to the sweeping economic 
boycott, allowing Iraq to sell a 
limited amount of its chief 
revenue-earner in order to raise 
cash to buy food and medicine. 

Iraq has been unable to sell oil 
under sanctions imposed after its 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. Iraq 
was forced from Kuwait in the 
Gulf war, but tbe sanctions will 
remain in effect until it complies 
with ceasefire provisions that in- 
clude demands that it surrender 
its weapons of mass destruction. 

< Non-aligned diplomats, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said that under the draft resolu- 
tion the United Nations would 
play too pervasive a role in man- 
aging oil sales. The United Na- 
tions is to approve every purch- 


ase, control an escrow account 
and monitor food distribution. 

Such involvement, the diplo- 
mats said, could set a precedent-- 
for unacceptable interference in a 
nation’s internal affairs. India, - 
they said, was especially critical’ 
of the provisions. 

The draft resolution would 
allow Iraq to sell up to $1.6 
billion In oil in three installments 
over six months. 

Western nations say that tight ; 
control must remain because Iraq# 
still has not disclosed tbe extent-; 
of its gold and currency reserves 
and bas shown its bad faith by 
concealing details of chemical .. 
weapons, a "super gun” and its-, 
nuclear programme. 

Iraq has said it would not pump 
oil under the terms of the resohi- - 
non. But it was Iraq that ie- ' 
quested permission to seH at least 
$1.5 billion in oil to buy food'; 
medicine and humanitarian sop. 
{dies and bas said its needs $2.; 
billion more. 

A U.N. report on Iraq’s, needs 
said the Baghdad government 
should be allowed to sell $2.6 
billion to cover its urgent dvffiair. 
needs for four months. 

Some council members, Uke 
Cuba and Yemen, favour lifting-, 
or significantly relaxing the Sanc- 
tions and reducing U.N. involve- . 
ment so that Iraq can handle its ; . 
own humanitarian needs. 

The noriraligned council na- 
tions are Cuba, Ecuador, India, 
Ivory Coast, Yemen, Zaire and0 
Zimbabwe- ' •?' 

The council also indudes Aifcv 
stria, Belgium and Romania. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraq protests to U.N. over Turkish move 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Iraq has protested to the United 
Nations over a Turkish incursion last week into Iraqi territory in. 
pursuit of rebel Turidsb Kurds. In a letter to the secretary -general 
circulated on Tuesday, Iraqi U.N. Representative Abdul Amir AI 
Anbari said Turkish Foreign Minister Safa Giray had confirmed 
that an armed Turkish convoy with air support drove 16 kilometres 
into Iraqi territory in pursuit of “separatist terrorists” and said 
further such operations were possible. Mr. Anbari said Iraq 
considered such actions to be a violation of the U.N. Charter and 
.of international law and a serious abuse of good neighbourly 
relations, friendship and cooperation between the Iraqi and 
Turkish peoples. Iraq reaffirmed its desire to strengthen the 
relations and called on Turkey not to repeat such violations,” Mr. i 
Anbari said. — . 

2 dead, 8 wounded in clashes in Turkey 

NICOSIA (R) — One man was killed and four injured on Tuesday 
when Turkish police dispersed people protesting at Turkey’s 
campaign against Kurdish rebels in northern Iraq last week, the 
Anatolian news agency reported. In another dash, the semi-official 
agency said Turkish security forces killed a "separatist terrorist" — 
a term used to refer to Turkish rebel Kurds — and wounded four 
others on Tuesday in the southeastern province of Gaziantep. The 
protest was in the town of Kuitalan, 90 kilometres from tbe Iraqi 
border, the agency, momtored by the British Broadcasting Cor- 
poTation, said. It began as a silent march but when the people 
refused to disperse, police fired in the air and the "shots caused 
panic among the marchers, and in an armed dash which followed 
one man was killed and four others were injured," it said. Turkish 
forces, backed by planes and helicopters, crossed into Iraq last 
week to strike at Turkish rebel Kurds they said were taking refuge 
there after attacking targets inside Turkey. 

Libya deports 180 illegal migrants to Ghana 

ACCRA (R) — Libya bas deported 180 Ghanaians at the start of a 
drive against alleged illegal immigrants from black African coun- 
tries, a Libyan offidal said. Tbe deportees arrived in the Ghanaian 
capital Accra Monday night in a Libyan transport aircraft. Pilot 
Moukli AI Hidi said his government had begun deporting illegal 
workers from Ghana, Nigeria, Niger, Burkina Faso, Chad and 
Mali. Three more flights woald be organised to return more 
Ghanaians, he added. Some of those deported said they had valid 
residence permits to work in oil-rich Libya. They said they were 
arrested at work, imprisoned for a week and then bundled onto the 
plane without a chance to go home and pack. There was no 
immediate comment from the Ghanaian government, which bas 
good relations with Libya. Many Africans from poor sub-Saharan 
countnes go to Libya to seek work. ■ 

21 killed by rockets in Kabul 
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Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

A! Asctna pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AI Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisanr pharmacy 637660 


IRBLD: 

Dr. Ali AJ Omari 

.AI Shares' pharmacy 


f— 1 

.... (985238) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Sulaitnan Abu Adilah (— ) 

Khalifcti pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department 6611 It 

Civil Defence Immediate 


Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621 111. 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department ....630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints. 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance I 121 

Overseas CaOs ,...010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaH Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television ,...773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 8 1 56 IS 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Ouccn Alia fall. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 8138 1 3/32 


Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

labal Amman Maternity.., 642362 

Mai has. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmebani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahii. Abdah 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mubajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bsshir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital (09/983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikroa Modem Hospital ...,...(09)990990 


IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital .. 102) 275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn AlNafccs Hospital. — (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)3141 1 1 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) Information 'depart- 
ment at the Queen AHa International 
Airport Td. (08153200-S. when h 
should always be verified. 


ABB1VALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

H*®® New Delhi (Rl) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

!«• Aqata(RJ) 

DhaJuan (RJ) 

J fe4 5 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

**=*• Colombo (RJ) 

lls * Bcnui(RJ) 

17:2 S Lamaca(Rjj 

•JR London (RJ) 

“-*«• - Cairo (RJ) 

•M® •— New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

ia R Casablanca. Tunis (Ri) 

Bangkok. Calcala(RJ) 


Bahrain. Doha (GF) 

18*5 Cairo (MS) 

“ 

afc,s Amsterdam (KL) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal (1) 


Beinit(RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Montreal, New York (Rj) 

Paris (RJ) 

- London (RJ) 

- Laroaea(Rj) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Kuaia Lumpur ngaporc Jrj] 


OBw Flight# (Terminal ( 2 ) 

K ===^SBfi 


A J/PP0)Wr price in 

Apricots 

Banana 


Dubai (RJ) Orange 


Carrot V 

Cauliflower 

Corn . 

Garlic - 

Grapes 

Grapefruit . 7 - “ 

iEL^S: 


‘J B PP c r(swcefJ ’ 


Tomatoes _ " """ 

^Mcnacioa v 


fib per kg. 
.... 600/ 5W 
... 700/600 
... 500 / 450 
.. 450./ 400 
.. 320 / 250 
wot SO- 
.. 2407200 
- 180/120 
.. 200/150 
.. 120 / 80- 
.. 250/200. 
- 200/180- 
.. 800/700. 
.. 350 / 300 
. 300 / 259- 
- 400/350/ 
.."5007400/ 
. 150/100, 

. 320 / 260 
. 500/4303 

. 200/150/ 
. 400/350 
. 603/500 
.600/500; 
..200/ 150/ 
■ 360/300/ 

. 400/320.'. 

,-fflo/5or 

,-250 / 200 J 

.riajnfik.- 

..... so/afc 
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ARAB BANK 


GROUP 


Profile 

ARAB BANK Pic is owned by approximately 3,300 shareholders from all Arab countries. It was 
established in 1930 in Jerusalem - Palestine. The Bank started operations on July 14, 1930 with a 
paid-up capital of Palestinian pounds 15,000 (at that time, a Palestinian pound equalled US$5). By 
the end of December 1990, tne Groups equity was more than US$900 million. In 1948, due to the 
instable political conditions, Arab Bank General Management was moved to Amman, the capital of 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. Later the Bank was reincorporated in Jordan as a public share- 
holding company. 

Currently, Arab Bank Group has a worldwide and diversified network of more than 270 branches. 
.Arab Bank Pic is one of the principal financial institutions in the Arab World and ranks among the 
. leading international banks in terms of equity, earnings and assets, ft is engaged in providing a wide 
variety of financial services to individuals, corporate and institutional customers, government agen- 
cies, and other international financial institutions. These services include retail banking, private 
banking, trade financing, merchant banking, commercial real estate lending and international bank- 
ing. 

Arab Bank Group employs a prudent asset management policy which is centered on selecting a 
prime loan portfolio and, at the same time, maintaining high liquidity. On June 30. 1991, the liquid- 


ity ratio (Cash in hand and at banks and marketable securities to total assets) amounted to 65.5%. 

By the end of June 1991, Arab Bank Group's equity amounted to 6.4% of total assets. The capital 
adequacy ratio for the Group, measured according to the Basle Committee rule, was around 14%. 
Moreover, total equity corresponded to more than 21% of the loan portfolio, placing the Bank in a 
very sound financial position. 

During the first half of 1991, Arab Bank Group maintained its optimal assets size despite a de- 
cline of 3.5% in the exchange rate of the Jordanian dinar and 21.3% in the exchange rate of the 
Swiss franc against the U.S. dollar. Total assets of the Group remained virtually unchanged at 
US$13.1 billion. 

Most of the Group’s external sources of funds are composed of stable customers' deposits which 
give the Group ample room to manage its assets efficiently and reflect the customers' longstanding 
confidence and loyalty. Total deposits at the end of June 1991 reached 12 billion. 

Arab Bank Group looks to the future with great optimism and determination. The Group plans to 
continue to play a leading role in the economies of the Arab world and at the same time it will en- 
deavour to enhance its position as a major financial institution in the international markets. 


ARAB BANK GROUP Balance Sheet as of 30 June 1991 and 199 



•jmeT 


Assets 


Cash in hand and at banks 


Securities and investments 


Loans and advances 


Customers' liability on acce 


Investments in associated companies 


Premises and equipment 

Accrued interest receivable 


Other assets 


30/06/1991 
USS C000) 


7,712,421 


886,831 


3,878,744 


96,909 


204,995 


81,015 


93,485 


180,297 


Total Assets 

Customers' liability on guarantees and 
letters of credit 


13 , 134,697 


2,508,555 


30/06/1990 

US$(’000) 


7,576,159 


917,549 


3,944,248 


61,588 


234,927 


74,893 


123,237 


192,591 



13 , 125,192 


2398,505 


Liabilities 


Deposits and other accounts 


Acceptances 


Accrued interest payable 


Other liabilities 


Total liabilities 


Shareholders' Equity 

Capital 


Statutory reserve 


General reserve 


Voluntary reserve 


Reserves with associated companies 


etamed earnings 


Total 


Translation adjustments 


Total shareholders' Equity 
Total Liabilities and 


Shareholders' Equity 
Guarantees and letters of credit 


30/06/1991 
USS ('OOP) 


12,012,182 


96,909 


57,971 


122,656 


12 , 289,718 


118,905 


78,365 


547,604 


122,666 


163,579 


55 


1,031,678 


(186,699) 


13 , 134,697 


2,508,555 


30/06/1990 
USS ('000) 


12,106,214 


61,588 


94,443 


65,167 


12327,412 


86,939 




945,010 


(147,230) 


13 , 125,192 


2,398305 



Total 


15,643352 


15323,697 


Total 


15,643352 


15323,697 


Net profit for the period ended June 30, 1991 and June 30,1990 was included in "Other liabilities" 


Equity 


U-S.S MILLIONS 


Net Income 


(L&S MUONS 



Total Assets 


ILS.S BILLIONS 




rnt 1MI 1902 1999 1994 19BS (999 T997 >998 1999 (HO 


Y—r 1991 IBS? 199 3 1994 1995 1988 1987 19M 1999 1990 


Vaar 1991 1982 1983 IBM 1995 190B 1997 








ARAB BANK 

Sister Institutions, Subsidiaries and Associated Companies 


Arab Bank(Switzerland) Ltd., 

Zurich, Geneva 

wholly owned by shareholders of 
Arab Bank Pic 

Arab Australia Ltd., Sydney 
wholly owned subsidiary 

Arab Bank (Austria) AG, Vienna 
wholly owned subsidiary 

Finance, Accountancy, Mohassaba S.A., Geneva 
wholly owned subsidiary 


Percentage of Ownership 

Arab Tunisian Bank 

Arab Bank Maroc 

Oman Arab Bank 

Arab National Bank, Saudi Arabia 

Nigeria-Arab Bank Ltd., 

UBAE Arab German Bank 


64.24 

50.00 

49.00 

40.00 
40.00 


37.45 


ARAB BANK , GENERAL MANAGEMENT , SHMEISANI , AMMAN , P.CXBox 950544-5. 
TELEPHONE : 660115, 660131. TELEX : 23091 ARABNK JO, FAX : (962) (6) 606793. 
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sns MAJESTY >Ung HiL^ein's denunciation of til? 
vioJatioas of 4h-s hiir^ rights cf Jordanians and 
Palestiziajjs la Xur/si- sad his crsticisnr of the poiAtsd 
iateraaiicaai siaccee over the issue as well as his 
emotional appeal to his people to open their hearts a ad 
homes 2o the tragedy that has befallen their brethern 
should not he ignored by the West. His Majesty*? 
words have not come oul of a vacuum and they should 
be treated iti all the seriousness *h?y deserve as the 
grim reminder cf a living reality that Jordan has Vj rive 
and cape with as c result cf the C-df crisis. 

On the one hand, the American-led anii-!rs:?c 
coals iiou members have been very convenient!;/ sites; 
about the inhuman treatment by Kuwaitis of Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian expatriates In the emirate foil-ow- 
ing the Git’f war, inducing ‘ 'executions." tenure, 
summary detentions a sd arbitrary trials. The forced 
displacement cf Jordanian and Palestinian expatriates, 
who contributed lifetimes to building ard developing 
Kuwait, has aSso met with very little inlerna-icrsi 
response, ii is indeed suprising that the same couHsicn 
that described the war that it fought against Iraq as 
something thai had to be done if human right? were ic- 
be safeguarded and if the rejection cf use cf force to 
settle coefslcts was ic be reaffirmed ss a srir.cipie h&s 
remalzisc siian;. We could sir:! remember son; e of the 
leaders cf the coalition shedding tears over the 
“inhuman irseijneni *hst Kuwaiti women and chil- 
dren and the sick Ir. ;«3 emirate were subjected ;o 
during the occupation." 

On the other hand, there is little doubt th?.r this 
inaction and sussce 02 the part of the ccrJMicn o v er 
whatever is aapperiiag in Kuwait has only encouraged 
the Kuwaitis to continue wfcst they were doing and 
plannee to do. There esanct be any escape for the 
coalition from this res&y and by exterior* the 
so-called ‘‘alties’* have -ncre that a moral respc-nsibi'- 
sty to redress the repercussions of the Kuwaiti actions. 

Nobody needs assy reminder that Jordan, vi 2 ^p-tie -ts 
limited resources, offered lis hospitality and opened Sis 
facilities to each and every evacuee from Kuwait and 
the Gulf who passed through the Kingdom on bis or 
her way out cf the war Ihreaira. And now ft is faced 
with the aedidofoal tardea o£ over 2*00 .Ot^ 
straining its resources. Jordan needs assistance and 
needs it badly. 

Thai is indeed only pari of the story. Eul 1st us 
address this pari Are! and then we can come to ihe res£ 
irf the scenario. 


ababbbc passs fiffisaBaaKiTAsnas 


IN its editorial Wednesday AS RaT daily welcomed the returning 
. expatriates and said Jordan would always remain an open country 
for all Arabs, especially those who faie repression abroad. It is a 
hell of a country that they left behind and it is a paradise they have 
come to and a welcoming people they are bound to meet 
- everywhere, said Al Ra’i daily. The paper noted that the 
ex para aies had faced death many times a day and were steadfast 
in the face of repression unui they had the chance to come back to 
their homeland with their heads raised high. Tltose who drove off 
the Jordanian and Palestinian expatriates from their homes in 
Kuwait had themselves fled their own country to live in luxurious 
hotels and spent their time, during the Gulf crisis, at the gambling 
tables in world capitals while the expatriates remained steadfast 
and later faced repression with courage, said the paper. It said 
that the expatriates had sweated for years, building a country for 
the Kuwaitis who do not deserve it. It said that Jordan, which h::s 
been victim to all forms of pressure and siege, is willing to share 
with the returnees the bread and the water which it possesses, ar.ti 
to help them keep their heeds raised high with dignity and 
honour. The paper welcomed the expatriates and said that 
Jordan, which is the land of honourable and courageous people, 
opens its arms for them and offers them, and other Arabs. 0 home 
and a place safe from repression and injustice. 

A columnist in A! Sa’J daily strongly criticised the Ministry of 
Tourism for promising (he public facilities to encourage domestic 
tourism and hotels in tourist areas which charge exorbitant prices 
for their services, making it almost impossible for the majority of 
Jordanians to contemplate a trip. Nazih said that the Ministry of 
Tourism had so far failed to implement a national plan to 
stimulate domestic tourism that would enable citizens to spend 
their vacation at a modest cost. The ministry's attempts to tempt 
the citizens to visit the archaeological and tourist areas in Jordan 
have all failed simply because most Jordanians cannot afford the 
high prices of ordinary services at these sites, the writer noted. Ke 
said that hotels and resthouses operated by the public or the 
private sectors charged high prices for services and accommods- 
I tion and did not differentiate between local citizens and foreign 
I visitors. If the ministry Is serious about making its national 
’ programme a success, and determined to boost domestic tourism 
so that people would not opt for visits abroad, the writer advised, 
it must search for the real causes that prompt people to shun local 
tourist sites. He said that (he ministry should deal with such 
questions like reducing the cost of a glass of juice whose price 
reaches five times its normal rate at anv of the country's hotels. 


By Safwan Bataineb 

NOVEMBER, 1989: Two men are talking about the events in 
Easte rn Europe. The elder man. an elegant politician of certain 
prominence, spoke at leisure of the economic and political 
benefits awaiting the Arab World after the breakdown of 
communist regimes. He parrotted the contemporary cliches of the 
Western press, the source of his patently shallow education , about 
the brave new world, masses yearning for liberty and democracy, 
and so forth. The other man, a bespectacled and pudgy feiiow, 
stammered out his sentences hurriedly, clearly fearing interrup- 
tions by a disinterested audience. He spoke of an eventual 
emergence of a bloc of nations spanning the northern hemisphere: 
a mass of advanced earthlings, mostly of European descent, 
sharing common beliefs and values and united in their outlook 
vis-a-vis the rest of humanity. He summed up by prophesying that 
the end of the East- West rivalry will be marked by a revival of the 
North-South conflict, simmering ever since the days of colonial- 
ism and that such a conflict will find immediate manifestation in a 
bloody incidence somewhere in South America or the Middle 
East. When he finished contradicting tbs politician's argument, 
there was a long moment of silence in the room before someone 
aptly changed the subject. I recall feeling quite sorry for that 
pitiful fellow as he was roundly ignored for the rest of die sitting. 
Today, the elegant politician holds a high public office. The pudgy 
feiiow is unemployed. 

August, 1^99: A well-inov-m public figure delights a luncheon 
crowd with his precious interpretations of the events taking place 
in the Gulf. Impeccable in deportment and gracious to a fault, the 
mr. spoke eloquently and softly about a grand American bluff 
designed to perpetuate the crisis in order to raise oil prices and 
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undermine the economies of Japan and Germany. He concluded 
by assuring his mesmerised audience that die awesome arsenal in 
Iraq's possession will preclude any serious military action by the 
United States and its Western allies. 

As I reflected upon these words of wisdom, a familiar and 
dissonant voice rang out from the crowd. I turned and there he 
was, the bespectacled and pudgy feiiow. Clumsy as ever, but with 
a newly acquired self-confidence, be jarringly declared that 
Japan, with its highly efficient utilisation of energy, will become 
uabeatabiy competitive if oil prices were to remain above fifty 
dollars a barrel. He went on — a roost cheeky fellow — to repeat 
his earlier warnings about the North-South divide, claiming that 
the Gulf crisis is the first manifestation of such a conflict. He 
explained that the advanced Northern countries, having reached 
general agreement on a new shape for the earth, now need to 
achieve total hegemony, over the Third World and force it to sing 
harmoniously from the same music sheet. He argued that the 
United States will inevitably stage a devastating and total military 
strike to intimidate the Third World into submission and to assert 
its leadership over the Northern dub of nations. Finally, he urged 
the listless gathering not to harbour any illusions about the 
outcome of such 3 war and counted off some of the expected 
consequences to the Gulf crisis, including a massive influx of 
refugees into Jordan, a severe soda! and economic upheaval, and 
the imposition of Western dictates on the area. 

Presently, the gracious public figure turns his analytical gums 
into official documents all day long while the pudgy fellow — 
you’ve guessed it — remains unemployed. 

In the span cf time between these two dates, a certain ministry 
has lost most of its top-notch staff through transfers and 
resignations. Not long ago, this ministry prided itself on retaining 
some of the best talents in public service. Now it resembles those 


reso 


By A?J 2. Gbaain 

HAVING long been a source of contention in the 
Middle East, water is likely to take cn even 
greater geopolitical importance in the coming 
cascades. A large proportion of the region's 
population depends on waier resources which 
originate in other countries, and current supplies 
are being squeezed by the demands of a 
burgeoning population. In this context, the influx 
cf Soviet Jewry into Israel is particularly destabi- 
lising as Palestine’s natural water resources are 
already severely overstretched, and the occu- 
pied West Bank contains 35-40 per cent of the 
Jewish state’s hydroiogical reserves. Insofar as 
these factors complicate the equation . of land 
for peace, and increase the attractions of the 
“transfer option" to Israeli policy-makers, they 
also raise the likelihood of Jordan, alreadv one 
of the poorest M ; bdle Eastern states in terms of 
water availability, becoming the chief victim of 
any future struggle for water. By the year 2C05 
Jordan's demand for water will increase by more 
Than 65 per cent and on the • other' hand 
population will grow by more than 70 per cent. 

■ r,e following article highlights the issue of 
Jordan’s water resource, uses, and prices and 
comes out with recommendations at both the 
local and the regional levels. In a 3-part series, 
the author, describes the importance cf water to 
Jordan, various water uses and pricing and then 
proposes a set of recommendations to enhance 
the country's water resources. 


Th; crcportoncc of tzr 
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DESPITE their relative scarcity, 
natural resources Lre a chief sup- 
port for Jordan national eco- 
nomy. Water is one of the scar- 
cer! natural resources in Jordan, 
which depends largely on rainfall 
to meet its requirements for 
domestic supply, agriculture and 
industrial uses. During the last 
four years the average volume of 
annual rainfall in Jordan was ab- 
out 9.191 million cubic metres 
(MCM), part of which is lost to 
evaporation, while part flows 
through wadis and rivers to the 
Dead Sea, as shown in Table (11. 
Average annual rainfall ranges 
between 500mm in semi-humid 
areas in the north west of the 
country to less than 100mm in 
arid desert areas, as shown in 
Table (2). Of the 92.609 square 
kilometre? area of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, only 8.6 per 
cent receives more than 2C0mm 
rainfall annually, and can there 
fore be considered as suitable for 
cultivation. Of the cultivated 
area, appro.rimately 93 per cent 
depends directly upon natural 
rainfall. The remaining 7 per cent 
is irrigated. Nonetheless this area 
produces approximately 40 per 
cent of the agricultural produc- 
tion, end 70 per cent of the gross 
agricultural produej. 

Water resources in Jordan are 
a key factor in sorio-eeonomic 
development. A deficiency or de- 
crease in water supply would 
have a constricting effect on the 
general development effort. 
Therefore, developing the water 
resources sector is crucial for 
growth to the other sectors, and is 
considered to be a top priority of 
governmental policy. Jordanian 
policy-makers and planners are 
under tremendous pressure to 
oonfi-on: the bottleneck set by the 
limited water resoure.-s resulting 
from an arid climate ^nd a re- 
latively scarce, uneven and fluc- 
tuating rainfall. The situation has 
beet? exacerbated by the return of 

409,000 Jordanian workers and 
their families from the Gulf states 
33 a resuii of the Gulf crisis. This 


increases annual demand for wa- 
ter by 60 MCj\ I/ year. 

Jordan water resources 

In 1990, the quantity of water 
utilised in Jordan amounted to 
S00 million cubic metres. It came 
from two main sources and was 
distributed as follows: 

— Surface Water: This supplies 
320 MCM or 40 per cent of the 
total water available. The main 
suppliers of surface water are the 
Jordan and Yarmouk rivers, and 
springs and wadis. It is worth 
noting that the Yarmouk River’s 
flow has been reduced to 386 
MCM annually, as Syria takes 39 
per cent, Israel 26 per cent and 
Jordan is left with the remaining 
35 per cent. 

— Ground water: This is esti- 
mated at about 4S0 MCM cr 60 
per cent of the total developed 
water supplies. Ground water 
generate* from the following 
sources: 

(i) Renewable — (rainfall 

recharge) which is 270 MCM or 
56 per cent cf the total supply of 
the ground water. 

(ii) Fossil — including aquifers 
that are considered a strategic 
water resource' — This amounts 
to 219 MCM or 44 per cent of the 
total supply o: the ground water. 
Furthermore, aquifers provide 
Jordan about 50 MCM annually. 
A.*, this rate it is expected that 
fossil water will last for only 100 
years. 

The total amount of renewable 
and r.on-renewable ground water 
discharged in 1990 exceeded 3S3 
MCM and was allocated as in 
Table (3). 

In order to harvest the rainfall 
and enhance its water reserves, 
the government has constructed 
several dams, such as the King 
Tala! Bam. and the Wadi Arab 
Dam. The total capacity of these 
darns range between 1 15-120 
MCM, but actual supplies were 
65 MCM in 1999 due to rain 
shortfall. This resulted in a reduc- 
tion cf 5-10 per cent in irrigation 
water in the Jordan Valley. 
Hopes that the proposed Unity 
Dam on the Yatmonk River 
would supply more than 250 
MCM and secure irrigation water 


for the Jordan Valley are declin- 
ing as a result of the reluctance cf 
the major financing agencies to 
commit themselves to a project 
that requires Israeli acceptance. 

Water uses 

In 1990, about 99 per cent of 
Jordan population received safe 
drinking water. From the year 
1999 to the year 2005 Jordan 
total water consumption wifi in- 
crease from 730 MCM to 1.120 
MCM cr by more than 65 per 
cent. Table (4) shows watei con- 
sumption bv sector in 1590 and 
2005. 

Ir bas been estimated that Jor- 
dan’s per capita water consump- 
tion is about 230 cubic metres 
(nr ) annually with a potential 
increase to 250m 3 if the water 
resources are developed efficient- 
ly. This is still far below the world 
standard water poverty line of 
1,000m 3 per capita annually. 

Agricultural uses 

In 1990, the agriculture sector 
consumed 520 MCM or 71 per 
cect of Jordan’s total water con- 
sumption. Jordan's irrigated land 
exceeds 700.0CG dunums (175,000 
acres), 46 per cent of which lies 
mainly in tits Jordan Valley, uti- 
lising water from Yarmouk River 
and the side w 2 d;s flowing into 
Jordan River. However, these 

700.000 dunums cculd be Irri- 
gated by 340 MCM annually by 
the use of drip irrigation 
methods, which would save *he 
country about 180 MCM. This 
saved amount would exceed Jor- 
dan’s 1990 domestic water con- 
sumption. In view of the special 
importance cf the Jordan Valley 
in terms of its development 
potential for expanding and di- 
versifying agricultural produc- 
tion. the government decided to 
develop this region on an inte- 
grated basis. ■ 

Rainfall fluctuation is a key 
factor for fanners' planning for 
the agricultural season. ' Rainfall 
shortages reduce the supply of 
irrigation water, and in turn, re- 
duce the areas cultivated when 
farmers slap the summer season. 
This has also been compounded- 
by restrictions imposed on far- 
mers by the government regard- 
ing the type of crops they can 
cultivate. Agricultural experts in 
Jordan should start working on 
the assumptions of two dry years 
in every four years cycle in order 
to balance development with the 
realities of dry climate. 

Jordan’s irrigation water is se- 
cured from rfte sources shov .71 in 
Table (5). 

Domestic uses 

Jordan's domestic water con- 
sumption reached 175 MCM or 
24 per cent of the total water 
consumption in 1959. With an 
average population growth rate 
of 3.6 per cent, the water con- 
sumption will increase to 3C0 
MCM by the year 2005 when the 
population readies 5.46 million. 
The country's average per capita 
domestic water consumption is 
about 53 cubic metres (m 3 ) 
annually. As shown in Table (6). 
Jordan has to double its supply of 
water within 20 years if it is to 
keep pace with population 
growth. 

As a result of the increase in 
domestic demand during the sum- 
mer seasons the Ministry of Wa- 
ter and Irrigation initiated a wa- 
ter rationing programme., 
aithougn in comparison to other 
countries in the region. Jorda- 
nians are modest water con- 
sumers. 

industrial uses 
in 1990 the industrial sector 
consumed 35 MCM. This is the 
lowest in ‘he various consuming 
sectors, and is an indication of the 
country’s economic activity. The 
largest water consumers in the 


hallow shells decried so often in His Majesty's speeches. 

More recently, a different ministry has chosen to scrap the 
qualifying examinations which were introduced by the previous 
minister to ensure that promotions were made solely on the tests 
of merit. The present minister, who has won notoriety torpolitical 
patronage, seems to have found the merit system a cumbersome 
nuisance. 

Unfortunately, these anecdotes cannot be filed under the 
beading of “it can happen anywhere.” Stories about the absence 
of fairness and objective criteria in appointments and promotions ' 
have become regular features in daily conversations. Just ask any 
Jordanian with a work experience and he pT she will overwhelm 
you with tbeir own tales of woes on the subject- The merit system, 
which is the life support of human progress; is sadly missing from 
the public and quasi-public sectors (with the possible exception of 
the Armed Forces) and is to be found only in crude and 
undeveloped forms m private industry. Worst of all, certain 
bye4aws, tike the civil service code, have mstiititionaiised the . 
elimination of upward and horizontal mobility and have rendered 
it impossible to promote or demote most classes of employees on 
the basis of merit (or lack of it). 

Creating a merit system is a fitsnus test for both the government 
and the nation. Government cannot succeed in achieving sustain- 
able economic growth without undertaking radical administrative 
reforms (which cannot even begin unless a merit system is 
instituted). The nation, on the other hand, can never lay claim to 
high morals and decency ft' it fails to offer its citizens fair and 
equal chances in life. If we are to survive as a prosperous and _ 
viable nation, we must soon be able to say to our citizens, as tirey 
tine up for the race of life, and say it in all sincerity: “May the best 
man win.” 


industrial sector arc mining, pow- 
er plants, and paper factories. 
Recently, the issue of industrial 
water pollution made' headlines 
and became a controversial issue 
•in Jordan. The government 
issued ciosure orders for more 
tzzn 49 industrial firms accused 
of polluting water supplies, espe- 
cially King Talai Dam. The gov- 
ernment has ordered these indus- 
tries to instal and utilise water 
treatment plants. . 

Wait* prices 

WATER prices in Jordan vary 
according to geographical loca- 
tion and the amount cf wateT 
consumed. Three different para- 
metres are essentials in deciding 
upon a water prices policy. These 
are: 

— Minimum charge rale: This 
rate Is designed to cover pan of 
the operation cost. The minimum 
charge rate is the amount calcu- 
lated for a minimum water 
volume (in cubic metres) regard- 
less if it was consumed or noL 
The minimum volume for the 
existing price rates is 60m 3 
annually. 

— Range water consumed: A 
set of criteria was established to 
identify and determine the range 
cf water consumed. Tbe bound- 
aries between the ranges were 
chosen according to income, 
gee graphical location and the 
purpose of usage. 

— Sale fer the consumed wa- 
tert lae price of water is not 
linear. When establishing the 
price policy guidelines, the social 
structure, the purpose of utilisa- 
tion and a measure to reduce over 
consumption are all taken into 
consideration. As a result water 
prices increase drastically on con- 
suming more than a definite 
amount of water. 

Water uses and prices 

The Ministry of Water 3nd 
Irrigation provides water to sub- 
scribers for different uses. Pricing 
poHcy of water depend upon wa- 
ter applications: 

— For domestic uses water 
prices in JD/eubic metre are: 
progressive starting at 0.065 
— For industrial uses prices in 
JD/cubic metres range between 
3.30-0.85. 

— For agricultural uses prices 
are subsidised of JD 0.006 per 
cubic metre. 

Coodossoss 

Jordan, as a Middle Eastern 
country with the severest water 
shortages, should tackle the issue 
both locally and regionally. 

Regionally 

— Jordan could cooperate with 
other countries in the region to 
initiate the "peace pipeline pro- 
ject’ from Turkey. Jt is worth 
mentioning here that the cost of 
the "peace pipeline project” 
would equal jus* 15 per ccm of 
the total expenses of the Gulf 
war. This project would enhance 
cooperation between the pipeline 
benenriaries. 

— Since Jordan is a non-oil 
exporting country, joint water 
desalinisation plants hould be 
established in order to share in. 
cost and technology, perhaps by 
utilising a small nuclear plant for 
tfjs purpose. 

— Jordan could also share 
technology associated with water 
discovery and uses among neigh- 
bouring countries after a peaceful 
settlement in the region. 

■ — Jordan could also import, 
water from other countries such 
as Iraq (Euphrates) and Egypt 
(Nile). 

Locally 

— Managing and developing 
renewable water resources in 
order to keep up with growing 
demand for water. 

(Continued on page 5) 


1986/1987 

1987/1988 

1968/1989 

1989/1990 


Average 


jflf uBpm Atmos! Raaa&H (1986-1990) 


Quantity (MCM) % Change 

6,700 — 

12.252 55 

10,205 —20 

7,609 —34 


Source: Ministry of Water and Irrigation. Annual Reports 
1986-1989. 


Tabk (2) 

Jordan Land Area Classified by R a f p fe B in 1996 


Average KssfeE 
(mm) 

_ —— 

100-200 

200-300 

300-500 

500 


Arid Desert 

Desert 

Marginal 

Semi-Arid 

Semi-Humid 


Area 

(mdti) 

Percentage 

<%) 

75 

81.0 

9.6 

10.4 

5.3 

5.7 

1.7 

1.8 

1.0 

1.1 • 

92.6 

100 


Sources: 1) Ministry of Water and Irrigation. Annual Reports. 

2) Department of Land and Survey, Amman-Jordan. 
Tabic (3) 

Application of Renewable and nonrecewabde ground wafers by 
sector in 1990 


AppBcatioa 

Quantity 

% 

Drinking water 

165 MCM 

42.5% 

industrial uses 

35 MCM 

9.0% 

Agricultural uses 

188 MCM 

48.5% 


| Total 


388 MCM 


Source: Ministry of Water and Irrigation files. 

Table (4) 

Distributee® cf water consumption by sector 1990 and 2005 
Sector Quantity of Water 

*998 (MCM) % 2085 (MCM) ^ 

Domestic 175 24 300 26 8 

Industrial 35 4.8 70 63 

Agricultural 520 71.2 750 ton 


Source: Ministry of Water and Irrigation files. 

_ TaWe (5) 

Sources off Jordan's Irrigation water in 3990 


Source 


King Abdullah canal 
North Ghor side wadis 
South Ghor side wadis 
Disi area 

Water treatment plants 
Private sector wells 


Quantity ocan 


Source: Ministry of Water end Irrigation files . 

- ^ Tabie (6) 

water OMMwupliott (1986-1990) 


Quantity % 
(MCM) O 


Papulation % 
(«O0) o 


2,796.1 

2,896.6 

3,000.1 

3.111.0 

3.226.0 

5.460.0 


Cob-. 

per capita 
(an) 


Source: Ministry of W ater ^ 
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Egypt breathing new 
life intm ancient mysteries 




By Sara AM Gamma! 

Reuter 

GIZA — Egyptologists 
attempting to turn the Giza 
Plateau, site of the pyramids, 

■ into an ' open museum believe 
they may have found a new 
pyramid. 

Workers clearing dirt and 
rubbish from Egypt’s 5,000 - . 
year-old monuments have 
found what seems to be the 
side of a pyramid buried 
under centuries of sand to the 
east of the Great Pyramid of 
Cheops. 

*7r looks hie the structure 
of a pyramid and this xs why 
we are (tigging wound ah the 
sides to see what this struc- 
ture is,* said Zahi Hawass, 
director-general of the Giza 
Pyramids area. 

u It should be a pyramid. It 
has to be a pyramid ... bat we 
must wait and see." 


The discovery, which could 
be Egypt’s 95th pyramid, 
.came to tight when workers 
cleared sand from the tombs 
of Pharaoh Cheops ’ sons dur- 
ing a project to improve the 
Giza Plateau on the edge of 
die desert southwest of 
Cairo. 

Mr. Hawass wants to re- 
turn the area to its character 
of thousands of years ago 
when Cheops was building 
himself the largest of all the 
pyramids . 

“We are going to turn this 
area into an open museum 
Mir. Hawass said. “We will 
remove all modem features 
from this area ... we will 
show the streets which once 
existed 5,000 years ago. ” 

In the eastern shadow of 
the Cheops pyramid, workers 
are removing telephone and 
electricity lines and ripping 
up a 50-year-old asphalt road 


built over a 5, 000-year-old 
mortuary temple discovered 
late last century. A tomb 
encased in cement many 
years ago is to be uncovered. 

Mr. Hawass, backed by the 
Ministry of Culture, has 
already banned horse and 
camel owners from offering 
rides around the three Giza 
pyramids. He also specified 
parking areas for cars and 
coaches in the vicinity. 

Now he plans to turn paved 
streets into dirt roads, the 
way they were thousands of 
years ago. 

Hawass also intends to dust 
off three neglected “ queens’ ’ 
pyramids said to belong to 
Cheops' wives and mother. 

Workers are chipping away 
eroding salt crystals from bu- 
rial chambers in the pyramids 
to prepare for opening them 
to the public in October for 
the first time. 

“They just stood there by 


the great pyramid. Nobody 
thought of opening them or 
restoring them,” said Mr. 
Hawass. 

Alaa Mohammad, super- 
vising the dig , said it took two 
weeks to excavate three 
metres. Pottery shards dating 
back to the old kingdom 
when the Giza pyramids were 
built were found. 

The dig is also exposing 
contradictory theories on the 
origin of the buried struc- 
tures. 

One mystery is the discov- 
ery by American archaeolog- 
ist G.A. Reisner in 1925 of an 
unplundered, vertical 30- 
metre shaft near the queens’ 
pyramids filled with furniture' 
and funerary equipment of 
Queen Hetepberes, mother 
of Cheops. The queen's 
mummy was missing. 

Reisner believed 
Hetepheres was buried in a 
tomb at Dasbur several 


kilometre from Giza but that 
robbers soon broke into it 
and stole the queen's corpse, 
adorned with gold and 
jewels. 

Before they could dear our 
the rest of the tomb, Cheops 
got word and ordered his 
men to retrieve its contents at 
night and bury it in the shaft. 

Now Mr. Hawass disputes 
Mr. Reisner’s theory. 

He believes Hetepberes 
was buried in the pyramid in 
Giza bur that when Cheops’ 
monuments and pyramid 
were robbed , loyal priests 
took her funerary equipment 
out and placed them in the 
existing shaft nearby. 

“ That shaft could not be a 
secret tomb because it would 
take at least a week to be 
built , ” Mr. Hawass said. He 
said the shaft dated back to 
the third dynasty, two dynas- 
ties before the pyramid of 
Cheeps was built. 
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Falconry — the art of building 
a perfect relationship 




By Gate Hedrick 

ROME— Just half an hour's 
drive from Rome, on a prom- 
ontory that overlooks miles 
of green comttysadei -trade- 
unionist Enzo Arrione jumps 
out of his mud-spattered 
jeep. A&tie opens tbe gate of 
the small sanctuary in the 
shade of a medieval monas- * 
teiy, heisgiveii a cacopho- 
nous welcome by 10 pairs of 
peregrine falcons - and an 
assortment of otiter birds of 
prey . For although Mr. 
Arrione/ has devoted his 
career to championing the 
nmkmgjwut.his heart tells * 
him he was born for a nobler 
calling IBs passion in life is 
fakbmyj an anrient art prac- 
ticed by Arab and European 
-kings- : - 

During the week Enzo 

- Afrione can be found at his 
desklniu s Rome office, deal- 
ing with the business that 
-goes with being the regional 
secretary of one of Italy’s 
third largest trade unions. 
But doom Friday afternoon, 

. or earlier if he can manage it, 
be races dot to his dream — 

", the sanctuary that he founded 
five years ago. to breed birds 
of prey.; 

. Mr.- Arrione is one of. a 
small number of Jtahans who 
regulariy practice the txme- 
hcnkHiredsport of falconing. 

/ They go put hunting, some- 
times meeting to pit their 
birds against one another. 
Every so often there are 
gatherings' with their Euro- 
pean colleagues, who bring 
.the it falcons over to try out 
pew' terrain and - test, their 
“s£t8s. The meetings, says Mr. 
Ajrione, are fun not for their 
competitive edge, but be- 
cause they give a group of 

- tike-minded people the 
c hapce.tp escape 20th century 
tile and step back into a time 
when, values were different 
and there was still room for 

, man ttn form a strong bond 
with : iui: animal. 

:. . ^Gne of the -reasons fal- 
conry has always been the 
spfaof kings dr the gentry is 
tbat only they had enough 
.tipe hod money to be able to 
devote to such an activity,” 
be said. “But in any case, it is 
a very noble sport —because 
diebirditsclfis such a noble 
croHute,amibecai^ 

in hfc is so inextricably linked 
wftfi nature.” - 
: Of the new breed of Euro- 
pean falconers , the Germans, 
the Spanish and the Briti sh 
haver the best reputations. • 
That is partly because their 
countryside more; suited to 
the art, says Arrione. The 
. landscape - falcons tike best 
for their hunting, is one of . 
wide open spaces, Ijketbe 



Enzo Ardonm rpmndw 
a with ft items. 

Spanish plains or the moors 
of Scotland. “Here in Italy, 
where there are so many bills 
and mountains, the bird has 
to adapt its technique he 
said. Even so, at a recent 
meeting down in the wild and 
rugged southern region of 
Basilicata, Mr. Arrione and 
his falcons out-performed all 
the competition. That gather- 
ing was held in the shadow of 
the 12th century castle of 
Metfi, a vivid reminder of the 
days when Emperor 
Frederick 17, a good falconer 
tike any self-respecting 
medieval king, diverted his 
thoughts from war by taking 
a retinue of servants out for a 
day's hunting. 

When Mr. Arrione can get 
the time off bom his trade 
union activities , he tries to 
take his birds somewhere 
new. He would like to go to 
the Middle . East , be says, 
where falconry is more wide- 
ly practiced. “They under- 
stand the aesthetics and the 
beauty of the sport, ” he said. 
So far, Mr. Arrione has been 
to . Turkey, Scotland, Yugos- 
lavia and Poland. The hunt- 
ing there has not yet been 
overexploited and there is 
plenty of game (partridge and 
pheasant), a paradise for a 
falcon and his master. Over- 
bunting in Italy has kWed off 
much of the game. Italian 
hunters prefer the surer 
method of a shotgun to . chase 
jthdr prey, a method Mr. 
Arrione himself abhors. 

As for the falcons , they 
were almost wiped out in the 
1960s and 1970s by the use of 


off Ms Mwutr m ttmm 


too many pesticides, and by 
the guns and traps of Italian 
farmers and hunters, who 
saw the birds as a menace. 
“ That’s when I first became 
interested in falcons,” said 
Mr . . Arrione, now 50. “In 
those days, the government 
actually offered a reward to 
anyone who killed a wolf or a 
fa Icon, because they were re- 
garded as pests. People used 
to catch them in traps or even 
shoot them while they were 
sitting on their eggs. I found 
it very disturbing and did 
what I could to get the law 
changed.” 


Thanks to Mr. Arrione and 
his fellow campaigners, the 
falcon is now a protected 
species in Italy, but there are 
only 200 or 300 pairs left. Mr. 
Arrione says he knows they 
are still being shot and trap- 
ped, mainly by gamekeepers 
on hunting reserves. In an 
effort to swell the dedining 
population, he has started a 
breeding programme at Ins 
sanctuary outside Rome. 
Here Mr. Arrione and his 
staff of two do everything 
they can to create ideal con- 
ditions for reproducing for 
the falcons, great-homed 
owls, sparrow hawks and gol- 
den eagles. (There are even 
two pairs of lynxes, a wildcat 
that was once common in 
Italy biit which is now ex- 
tinct). 

The process is a long one, 
but already Mr. Arrione's 
patience has paid off. A pair 


of great-homed owls , re- 
leased from captivity five 
years ago, has had offspring. 
His own favourite falcons ; 
two sisters called Gwendoline 
and Olivia, were bom in cap- 
tivity just over a year ago. 
and although Mr. Arrione 
would never part with either 
of them, he says be hopes one 
day soon to be able to free 
some others into the wild. 

Gwendoline and Olivia — 
who can outpace their youn- 
ger brother Pyrrhus, by the 
way — are tireless hunters , 
and rarely let their master 
down. *7 think they’re prob- 
ably the finest in the' whole 
country,” said Mr. Arrione, 
stroking Gwendoline's plum- 
age lovingly. “They only took 
about 20 days to train , but 
they’re both naturals .” 

Together ; falcons and mas-, 
ter spend long hours out in 
the countryside, where their 
only neighbour is a solitary 
monk, who mans the stun- 
ningly poised 15th century 
Monastery of the Madonna 
Del Sorbo, from which Mr. 
Arrione 's sanctuary takes its 
name. 

Falconry, says Mr. 
Arrione, is the perfect sym- 
biosis between man and bird: 
44 It’s definitely the highest 
level of relationship that can 
exist between a man and an 
animal - For that reason it’s 
also the hardest to achieve. 
It’s not tike having a dog, 
which can relate to almost 
any human being. It’s a far 
more complex animal. It’s a 
relationship built on mutual 
respect,” he added. “A fal- 
con doesn’t bant with a man 
because it needs him to give 
him something to eat. He 
uses you, and you use him. 
It’s a bond that is very dose, 
but also very distant, and 
anyone who doesn’t under- 
stand that will never make a 
falconer. Fve known dozens 
who have tried, but they just 
didn’t have it.” 

To be precise, falconry is a 
three-way partnership, be- 
cause the dog also plays bis 
role. It jbs he who acts as a 
“beater, ” Bushing out game. 

■ "The falcon always hunts on the 
wing, ” explained Mr. Arrione. 
“It would never go for anything 
that was on the ground or sitting 
on the branch of a tree. The 
falcon is a perfect bunting 
machine. You never see an old 
falcon, because as soon as their 
muscles become weak and they 
can no longer bunt, they die of 
starvation^ It’s a form of natural 
selection.” 

The hunt itself is a complex 
gome of precision timing and 
coordination between the 
three players. Once the prey 
has been sent up into the sky. 


the falcon folds its wings and 
plummets down tike an arrow 
to catch it at speeds up to 350 
kilometres an hour. It kills its 
victim by stabbing it with the 
hind spur of its claw. The dog 
then retrieves the carcass and 
brings it back to the master. 

“It’s completely different 
from hunting with a gun, and 
a great deal more satisfying, ” 
said Mr. Arrione. “You have 
to understand the species, 
and then get to know and 
understand the individual of 
that species. ” Mr. Arrione 
believes he has now reached 
that stage with all the birds in 
his care at the sanctuary. 

“I even know what they 
think,” he said, only half- 
joking. “When I go into a 
wood , for instance, I can 
smell if there’s an owl there 
in the trees somewhere. I 
spend hoars and boms with 
these birds and I really know 
them very well. You have to 
if you want to build up any 
kind of trust and communica- 
tion. ” 

Mr. Arrione is lucky in 
that he has a family who 
understands his obsession 
and to same extent shares it. 
Ms rwo grown-up sons, 
Daniele and Federico have 
followed in his footsteps and 
both have pursued careers in 
the world of nature. Much of 
the family budget goes to- 
wards supporting bis hobby, 
though tire Italian state gives 
a grant to help pay for the 
cost of breeding the species in 
captivity. Mr. Arrione’s birds 
have expensive tastes — 
mostly chicken and quail. “It 
costs a fortune,” be said, 
dearly not begrudging a sing- 
le cent of it. 

Mr Arrione is also fortun- 
ate in haring a job that allows 
him to escape as often as 
possible to the place he thinks 
of as home. “Fm lucky that 
Fve reached a level of senior- 
ity where I have a fair degree 
of autonomy, so no-one 
checks up on me too much,” 
be said, as he hurriedly leapt 
back into the jeep, to drive 
back into town for a trade 
union appointment. Even so, 
Mr. Arrione was quick to 
refuse a gift from his col- 
leagues, who organised a 
whip-round to buy him a 
portable telephone for his 
50th birthday in December. 
“They thought it would be 
the perfect thing for me, as 
Fm always oat and about and 
can never be found,” he said. 
“But I was horrified and I 
gave it away. Can you im- 
agine what would happen to 
my peace and quiet out here 
if everyone back at the office 
knew where to get hold of 
me?” — World News Link. 


Art of imitation 
haute couture 


By Claire Thierry 

PARIS — Take a tourist and 
a charter Bight. Organise a 
trip that will take her from 
scented oriental bazaars to 
colourful Arab souks and 
throw in a couple of street- 
vendors in an Asian market. 

She will return , covered 
from head to foot in “ desig- 
ner ” clothes: A Hermes 
scarf, a teeshirt with Chanel 
written on it, a safari-suit 
with an Yves Saint-Laurent 
label, a Dior belt, a Vuitton 
bag, Givenchy glasses and 
Gucd loafers. A real walking 
advertisement for all those 
famous brands. 

Yet, the firms concerned 
could well do without it, as all 
these items are forgeries, im- 
itations, copies. They are re- 
productions of haute couture 
clothes or accessories and 
famous brands for a tenth or 
a twentieth of the price. 

This illegal practice does 
them considerable harm. 
First of all financial harm as 
more than 2 per cent of world 
trade comes from imitations 
according to the Intern- 
national Chamber of Com- 
merce (ICC). Secondly com- 
mercial and moral harm as 
the often mediocre quality of 
the copies destroys the brand 
image of a designer and his 
often wealthy customers 
abandon a product which is 
plagiarised and worn by the 
thousand by the masses in the 
street. 

French luxury goods are 
the favourite target of these 
plunderers of prestige, talent 
and work. The counterfeiters 
work on a large scale, parti- 
cularly in the Far East and 
sell their products via parallel 
distribution circuits located in 
particular in countries 
bordering on the Mediterra- 
nean. 

The professional thieves 
are redoubtable. They can 
memorise a model in fashion 
parades where they manage 
to get in pretending they are 
buyers or journalists ; or they 
buy an item of couturier 
ready-to-wear clothing 
which, taken apart , can be 
used as pattern to be repro- 
duced by some over-ex- 
ploited seamastresses in some 
illegal sweatshop. 

It is not possible to estab- 
lish accurate statistics but 
there is so much fraud that 
designers do not hesitate to 
devote substantial budgets (1 
to 2 per cent of their turnov- 
er) to fighting this scourge. 

Tho price of famm 

Various methods are used: 
Employing armies of detec- 
tives and informers to trace 


clandestine workshops in the 
countries where the famous 
brands are sold: following the 
tine back , when a “naive” 
customer takes an article 
back for repair; laying hands 
in a stock of copies, calling in 
the law and then haring the 
stock seized and destroyed, 
preferably under the eyes of 
the camera to turn the matter 
into a media event. 

Then there is legal re- 
course. Every year, several 
hundred court cases against 
fraudulent imitation are 
beard in France.- Another 
way is to use diplomatic 
pressure. The representative 
professional organisations 
join forces with public oiga- 
nisations on the occasion of 
big international trade nego- 
tiations. They also bring the 
commercial representations 
of posts abroad into play. 

The price of fame also in- 
cludes baring ideas stolen. A 
line, a colour , a pattern or a 
striking detail will be repro- 
duced at lower cost. This 
reproduction is very approxi- 
mate and it will be tolerated 
so long as it is not a true copy 
and die brand is not men- 
tioned. 

So, one can find a Chanel- 
style suit (a big hit about 
fifteen years ago), a close- 
fitting stretch dress resemb- 
ling a model from the Alaia 
collection, a multicoloured. 


puff skirt reminding one of 
Lacroix. 

Copying an image, rather 
than a product is the special- 
ity of a district in the centre 
of Paris, near Les Halles, 
called “Le Sender." Jn the 
mesh of busy streets, there is 
a plethora of sewing work- 
shops which renew their 
models very quick and react 
at once to demand. It takes 
them two weeks to produce 
hundreds of copies of a suc- 
cessful model. Obviously, 
they are not very well made 
as they are intended for shop- 
pers in chain stores or hyper- 
markets which sell cheaply to 
young customers who want to 
be in the swim. 

But the big names in the 
clothing industry are no: 
pleased by this competition 
and accuse these workshops 
of being successful because 
they use moonlighters or 
illegal immigrant workers. 
However, this system is likely 
to come to a halt. Paris City 
Hall has plans to turn the 
whole area into a pedestrian 
zone and most of these small 
ready-to-wear manufacturers 
will be forced to close shop. 
But it should be remembered 
that, without “Le Sender.” 
some of today’s famous 
fashion designers would nev- 
er have had their first experi- 
ence. 

— L’Actuatite En France. 
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By AlaAa Adt fifes# 


DO you ever look through old family albums and wonder 
where the fashions came from? How could the lady in she 
picture be wearing that dress in public when it only come s 
one centimetre below the — in length. Did the woman ever 
sit down in that dress? Imagine wearing that today. Then 
you see the beach clothes and those are a differennt story. 
One piece swimming suites with attached skirts,, how awful 
you think. People would laugh you out of town if you wore 
that today. Then there's the case of the shoes. They look 
like bricks that are strapped onto feet (I suspect they were 
dually used as weapons). And of course the charleston 
pants that look like twin tepees. 

You may also have asked yourselves the question. Who 
on earth brought this or that fashion to the world? 

“It's people who set the trend.” one observer said. 
“They start the trend, and they continue it and they bring it 
abruptly to an end. Do you remember when flourescent 
shirts were fashionable in the mid-SOs? The minute one 
person wore a shirt with those glaring colours, the trend 
caught like wildfire. Now it is a faded memory with only 
your coloured photos to remind you.” he said. 

“My wife alone can start a trend.” one objecting 
husband said. “The amount of money she spends on 
clothes is unreal. It is very possible that when my wife buys 
a shirt in all the co/ours and shades that exists in the store, 
she takes note of that, sends it to the manufacturer who 
makes even more such shirts. And before you know it. 
everyone, including myself is wearing this type of shirt, "he 
said. 

“ Wbat I have noticed about fashion is tbe way they creep 
on you slowly. You do not notice a major change today but 
ten years ago when my children where young, or I should 
say when they were too young to object, I used to dress 
them in the latest fashion. Bermuda shorts striped with the 
weirdest patterns. Today, my kids look at these pictures 
and laugh on and on about their garments. ” she said. 

“I think I’m getting old . " one lady said. “I used to think 
the clothes in the 60s are ridiculous when I looked at my 
pictures in the 70s. And the 70s clothes looked horrendous 
when I looked back in retrospect. Now in the 90S the 60s 
clothes look appealing , once again. I hate to think I'm 
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aging. I think that the fashions are coming back. They have 
come full circle. Actually I know' that trends are being 
reincarnated. It's definitely not my imagination that tbe 
skirt hemlines are creeping up again.” she said. 

“When I was younger , I used to make sure was 
up-to-date with fashions. But it’s so easy when you're 
male, ” one man said. “I don't care about that anymore. To 
tell you the truth, after the flaring trousers there was never 
such an exaggerated fashion trend for men. So if I want to 
be fashionable today, / could tear my jeans at the knees, 
and I know I would be dressed with the 'in’ look , ” be said. 
That's good to know, but no cameras please. 


HISTORY 


Thursday, Aug. IS 

1834 — South A ustralia act 
is passed by Britain's parlia- 
ment. allowing for establish- 
ment of colony there. 

1906 — Britain and China 
sign convention on Tibet. 

1914 — Japan issues ulti- 
matum to Germany for eva- 
cuation of KJau-Chou. Shan- 
tung. in north China ; Panama 
canal is opened officially. 

1918 — United States and 
Russia sever diplomatic rela- 
tions. 

1947 — Independence of 
India is pnxlaimed. parti- 
tioning India, with Pandit 
Nehru as premier of India 
■and L. Ali KJian as premier 
of Pakistan. 

1957 — Cheddi Jagan 
forms government in British 
Guiana following success of 
People's Progressive Party in 
elections. 

1961 — East German 
workers begin fo build Berlin 
Wall. 

1962 — The Netherlands 
and Indonesia settle west 
New Guinea dispute. 

1969 — Arab saboteurs 
blow up an oil pipeline in 
Israeli city’ of Haifa. 

1974 — Wife of South 
Korea's President Park 
Chung-Hee is killed in Seoul 
by assassin’s bullet evidently 
intended for her husband. 

1986 — r India's Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi warns 
■hat his country's progress 
and unity are threatened by 
rising sectarian violence. 

1988 — Sfafe-run media 
reports in Moscow say guer- 
rillas captured a provincial 
capital in Afghanistan and a 
district near Kabul as Soviet 
pullout reaches half-way 
mark. 

1990 — haq offers to with- 
raw from Iranian territories 
and release prisoners of war; 
South Africa death toll in 
four days of black factional 
fighting hits 99- 

Faiday, Aug. 16 ■ 

1717 - — Army- under 
Savoy's Prince Eugene de- 
feats Turks at Belgrade, 
which he occupies. 

1827 — Sultan of Turkey 
rejects note of Russia. France 
and Britain demanding truce 
in war with Greece. 

1896 — British protecto- 
rate in Ashanti, W'esf Africa, 
is proclaimed. 

1953 — Attempted royalist 
coup begins in Persia. 

1956 — First London con- 
ference to discuss Suez Canal 
is boycotted by Egypt's Presi- 
dent Gamal Abdul Nasser. 

I960 — Britain grants inde- 
pendence to crown colony of 
Cyprus , with Archbishop 
Makarios as president. 

1962 — . Agreement is 


signed in London for Aden to 
enter Federation of South 
Arabia; Algeria is admitted 
to Arab League ; Mont Blanc 
funnel in Alps is completed 
as French and Italian workers 
meet under Western 
Europe's highest peak. 

1964 — Major General 
Nguyen Khan takes over 
presidency of South Viet- 
nam. ousting Major General 
Duong Van Minh. 

1969 — Britain completes 
troop mc\ement into North- 
ern Ireland to help quell 
fighting between Roman 
Catholics and Protestants. 

1972 — Morocco's King 
Hassan U escapes assassina- 
tion attempt by Moroccan 
Air Force jets over Rabat. 

1974 — Turkish invaders of 
Cyprus complete division of 
island into two areas and 
declare ceasefire. 

1987 — Solidarity leader 
Lech Walesa says ins out- 
lawed labour movement is 
still alive and active. 

19S9 — Palestinian activ- 
ists in Gazu Strip call for 
two- week boycott of jobs in 
Israel tv protest compute- 
rised identity cards for day 
labourers. 

1990 — Nine people hack- 
ed to death at train station in 
Soweto. South Africa; Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
restores citizenship of exiled 
writei Alexander Solzhenit- 
syn. 

Saturday , Aug. 17 

1510 — Pedro Navarro, 
having teken Algiers and Tri- 
poli for Spain, ic killed in 
ambush in North Africa. 

1577 — Peace cf Bergerac 
ends sixth war of religion in 
France, whereby Huguenots 
secure important ccntxssions 
for exercising their religion. 

1743 — Peace of Abo be- 
tween Russia and Sweden, 
which cedes South Finland to 
Russia as far as Lhe Idumea 
River. 

1759 — British fled under 
Admiral Boscav-cn defeats, 
French off Cape St. Vincent 
in West Indies. 

1850 — Britain buys forts 
on Africa's gold coast from 
Denmark. 

1879 — French Panama 
Canal company is formed 
under Ferdinand de Lesseps. 

1912 — Britain sends note 
warning China against send- 
ing military expedition to 
Tibet. 

1920 — . Romania joins 
Yugoslavia and Czechoslova- 
kia in alliance which becomes 
Triple Entente. 

1943 — Allied forces gain 
complete control in Sicily in 
World War II. 

1945 — Dutch refuse to 
recognise independent In- 


donesian Republic; Pro- 
visional French President 
Charles de Gaulle commutes 
death sentence of World War 
II collaborator Henri Philip- 
pe Petain to life imprison- 
ment. 

1964 — Congolese Premier 
Moise Tshombe appeals to 
five African nations to help 
put down rebellion in the 
Congo. 

1974 — Turkish ceasefire 
that was declared on Cyprus 
breaks down with new thrust 
southward by Turkish invad- 
ers. 

1976 — Earthquake that 
caused tidal wave on Philip- 
pine island of Mindanao 
leaves estimated 8,000 people 
dead or missing. 

1985 — Auto packed with 
dynamite explodes outside 
crowded supermarket in 
Lebanon’s mainly Christian 
east Beirut, killing at least 50 
people and wounding 80. 

1986 — Rescuers continue 
evacuating by boat more than 
100,000 people marooned in 
flood-swept southeastern In- 
dia. 

1987 — Former Nazi depu- 
ty fuehrer Rudolf Hess dies 
at age 93. 

1988 — Pakistan's Presi- 
dent Zia Ul-Haq and U.S. 
Ambassador Arnold Rapbel 
are killed when their Pakista- 
ni military plane explodes. 

1990 — Iraq announces 
policy of holding foreign 
nationals in Iraq and Kuwait 
as human shields against 
attack. 

Sunday, Aug. 18 

1527 — French forces take 
Pavia and Genoa in Italy. 

1587 — Virginia Dare is 
born at Roanoke Island , 
North Carolina — first child 
bom in America of English 
parents. 

1649 — French court re- 
turns to Paris; Turkey's Sul- 
tan Ibrahim is deposed and 
assassinated, is succeeded by 
Mohammad IV . 

1708 — British force takes 
Sardinia. 

1812 — Russian forces are 
defeated at Smolensk, which 
is occupied by French. 

1870 — Western Australia 
is granted representati ve gov- 
ernment. 

1896 — France annexes 
Madagascar whose external 
treaties with other states are 
annulled. 

1914 — U.S. President 
Woodrow Wilson proclaims 
American neutrality in World 
War I; Germany declares war 
on Russia. 

1920 — British and Egyp- 
tian delegations confer on 
ways to provide for recogni- 
tion of Egyptian independ- 
ence. 

1939 — Soviet Union and 


Germany sign commercial 
agreement. 

1968 — More than 10G 
women and children are kil- 
led when landslide sweeps 
two sightseeing buses into 
rain-swollen river on Honshu 
Island in Japan. 

1973 — U.S. archeologists 
in Greece uncover evidence 
that man had gone to sea as 
early as year 7500 B.C. 

1977 — Democratic U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter’s 
administration denounces as 
illegal Israel's decision to 
establish three new Jewish 
sett/emenfs in the West 
Bank. 

1986 — Sudanese rebel 
group claims responsibility 
for shooting down Sudan Air- 
ways passenger plane in 
which all 60 people aboard 
perished. 

1987 -r- British authorities 
say Rudolf Hess committed 
suicide by mapping an elec- 
trical cord around his neck. 

1990 — Soviet prime minis- 
ter invites Alexander Solzhe- 
nitsyn ■ to return to Soriet 
Union, but the famed author 
refuses pending withdrawal 
of expulsion order and 
treason charges against him. 

Monday, Aug. 19 

1914 — British navy torpe- 
dos and damages German 
battleship Westfallen in 
North Sea; German fleet 
bombards English coast. 

1934 — German plebiscite 
approves vesting of sole ex- 
ecutive power in Adolf Hitler 
as fuehrer. 

1940 — Italian forces take 
British Somaliland from Brit- 
ish forces in World War II. 

1971 — General Duong 
Van Minh withdraws from 
presidential elections in 
South Vietnam, leaving Pres- 
ident Nguyen Van Thieu un- 
opposed. 

1979 — Pope John Paul II 
makes major diplomatic ges- 
ture by calling for resumption 
of ties between Vatican and 
China's Roman Catholics. 

1986 — Gar bomb explodes 
during morning rush hour at 
main square in central 
Tehran, killing 20 people. 

1987 — Suspected Kurdish 
guerrillas kill 25 people in 
Turkey. 

1988 — Hundreds of Un- 
ited Nations observers deploy 
along Iran-Iraq war front on 
eve of a ceasefire, tbe first 
step toward ending neariy 
eight years of bloodshed. 

1989 — India’s Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi says 
bis country most play bigger 
role in world affairs as super- 
powers shift to greater dia- 
logue. 

By The Associated Press 


By E Yaghi 

John Ray was a typical good American fellow who lived in 
an average American neighbourhood. He was always 
known as a nice guy even though he was quiet and thought 
to be sort of an introvert. He did well at his work and was 
liked by most of his associates. Hjs house was positioned 
amidst sprawling lawns and oak trees. Although his home 
did need some repair work and lacked a new coat of paint, 
it really didn't look so bad. 

Now, even though John Ray was quiet at work and 
thought to be a quiet neighbour, he did need his own circle 
of friends. He craved for someone to share with him his 
inner thoughts and feeling $. For this companionship, he 
would go out of bis way in search of a buddy. It didn’t 
matter how far or what time of night or what land of 
weather he bad to endure, the important issue was to 
search for this special friend. One that he could identify 
with. Oh, he bad lots of friends, bat for some strange . 
reason, they didn't last long. He often drove bis cute little 
lavendar car at a careful speed, down tbe freeway to 
another city looking for a comrade. “ I sure, hope I can find 
a friend soon! I'm so lonely! I'm not fussy about who I 
associate with as long as we understand each other. rr He 
would say as his sharp hawk eyes darted back and forth in 
hunt. “Pm not prejudiced like some people I know. They 
don ’t like foreigners or black people, but I don ’t mind. In 
fact, I prefer these people to others , for they always seem 
to have so much more to offer.” He felt a growl in hi s 
stomach and pangs of hunger stab him. “Say, I’m getting 
hungry ! I most think about getting a bite to eat! But, f can’t 
eat restaurant food. It just doesn’t agree with me. Nothing 
like a home cooked meal and someone to share it with. 
Hope I find a friend soon. ” 

Well, more often than not. when he got in such a mood 
for a friend, he found one. Out of tbe kindness of his heart, 
he would then invite his new friend home for dinner. And 
wbat a fine dinner they had, after of course, stimulating 
conversation and the warmth of comradeship. 

Days passed. Seasons came and went The humid 
summer that was wet, fresh and green and loaded with 
pollen and cool summer nights, passed and made way for 
the orange, yelllow and red leaves of autumn. Winter came 
all dressed in white with branches drooping to the ground 
burdened with piles of snow. John still looked for new 
friends and often found them. He always felt so good and 
satisfied when he made a new acquaintance. And, he was 
still thought to be a good neighbour, perhaps a little odd at 
that, but then, what American wasn’t a little odd to say the 
least. 

One day, when spring had just approached and blue 
birds were making their nests and preparing for new 
additions to their families , an inconsiderate neighbour 
complained about a bad smell coming from John Ray's 
house. Now, that wasn 't really very neighbourly to fi/e such 
a complaint, but that's wbat happened. But odors like 
seasons come and go and so no one really paid attention to 
the bad smell or the initial grievance that was issued, until, 
that is. the hot sticky days of summer approached and a 


rotten odor finally made its way outdoors and Ae^m 
surrounding John’s house reeked of 

“What am I to do 7” poor John Asked himself. A body 
Just cant keep to himself these days. I try to keep the p lace 
dean by myself, but I can’t always do everything akmeand 
it certainly wouldn’t do if I had someone come and dean 
my bouse I Perhaps being a gourmet eater gets on peop le s 
nerves. They just aren’t used to the idea of tlx magnificent 
aroma of borne cooked wholesome meals! ■ - - 

He opened his refrigerator and peeked at the three 
smiling heads that peered back at him. Ob, he so loved 
heads! But tonight he’d settle fora chop OTt ™^ r &* a & 
some steak with onions. Ummmm, that sounded good. As 
soon as be ran out of food be would go out and hunffor 


more. 


Right now be bad some important guests staying with 
him. He bad really enjoyed their company. When they first 
came, be fixed for them a drink. Then he sat around .with 
tbe two men be had invited over , and they chatted ahoot. 
this and that. A little dab of politics, and a little bit of focal 
gossip and bis friends were ready to settle down for a good 
night’s sleep. Well, being the perfect host that he was, John . 
would make sure that they slept very well and sound. Right 
now, they were at this very moment, laying on their beds in 
a deep eternal-like slumber. John tiptoed around so as not 
to wake them up. He was such a good host. He could teach 
so much to persons who didn’t want to bother with their 
guests! . 

But one day, a taxi driver astounded America and came 
up with tbe crazy statement that John had a bunch of dead 
bodies stacked’ up in his house. The nerve/ John was a 
gourmet eater and just had a fof of fresh meat in his- 
refrigerator and here and there, but dead bodies, that was 
ridiculous! Well, the police did not listen to John. They 
simply refused to believe him. They invaded the privacy of 
bis home and they found out that poor John was fe/ftpg file 
truth in a morbid sort of way, for he did have meat piled up 
in his refrigerator. And he was a gourmet eater. And he (fid 
go out of his way to make a friend. So, what is tlx 
problem? What was the big deal? Wbat a bunch of nosy 
neighbours be had! And just who was that stupid taxi driver 
who reported him in the first place? 

Now poor John sits in an empty padded cell, charged 
with murder . ' The evidence against him is rather gruesome, 
for it turned out that his preference for meat just so 
happened to be people and those three heads that peered 
back at him when he looked in his refrigerator were human 
beads 1 And those friends that he tried so hard to meet were 
the hems on his menu and his supply of gourmet food. 
Impossible you say? Not quite. It really happened and just 
such a man as John Ray is now charged with tbe murder of 
18 known victims. John is a cannibal. You know John , that 
nice quiet guy who lived down the street and never seemed 
to bother anybody or do anyone any harm. It is most 
doubtful that the prison John is in will cater to his special 
tastes, therefore, he might get very hungry waiting in 
prison for a decent people meal, but in tbe meantime, be 
could always practise bis delicate taste on the guards or hi s 
fellow cell mates. Bon appetite, John! 




JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PR, 


Thursday, Aug* 75 

£30 Tbe Family Man 
Fire Break 

Jack is considering quitting 
bis job for tbe sake of his 
family but his conviction of 
the inevitability of his fate 
overrides his fears. 

9:10 Outlaws 

Potboiler 

A famous writer accompa- 
nies the boys in their travels 
and adventures, to be able to 
write a good story about 
those outlaws. 

J0.*99 News in English 

1*20 Movie Of Tbe Week 

The Subterraneans 

•Starring: Le die Caron and 
George Peppard 

Friday, Aug* H& 

£50 Night Court 
An Old Flame 
Old Judge Arnold takes 
over Judge Harold’s seat 
briefly, and his efficiency in 
work surprises everyone, in- 
cluding Harold himself. But 
tbe world is full of surprises. 

1*66 News hi EsgSsb 

Hk2Q Equalizer 
Suicide Squad 
Saturday, Aug. 17 
8:30 Kate And AWe 

Charle's Dinner 

Starriag: Busan Saint James 
Jane Curtin 


9:06 Encounter 
9i30 Classical Music 
WdM) News m English . 

10:20 Feature Film 

Davy Crokett: King of the 
Wild Frontier 

The film is about the 
legend of Davy Crokett in the 
American west and bis quest 
for Indian rights. 

Svnday, Ang. IS 

&30 Yes Minister 
The Whisky Priest 

Tbe minister finds himself 
in a situation similar to a 
“whisky priest'’ who knows 
when something is wrong but 
can not do much about it. 

9:10 Documentary — Chang- 
ing Climate 

16.-00 News in Engfisb 

10:20 Hunter 

Final Confession 

Starring: Fred Dryer and Ste- 
fznie Kramer 

Man day, Aug. 79 

8:30 Surgical Spirits 
The Rover's Return 

9:10 Murder She Wrote 

A murder takes place in a 
restaurant. Jessica investi- 
gates to find the killer. 


10:20 Over My Dead Body 

The priceless chair of 
Queen Elizabeth I is stolen. 
Max reverses all the theories 
if Inspector Miles who faked 
them for his own purposes. 


20 


8i30 Perfect Strangers 
See How They Run 

Baifa* runs for the student 
council president at the uni- 
versity. Larry steps in to 
teach him a few tricks in the 
world of politics. 

£5 Museums In Jordan 

9:10 Our House 

Artful Dodging 

Starring: Wilford Brimley, 
Deidre Had, Shannen Doher- 
ty and Chad Aden 

10&9 News in EogSisb 


19:20 Colombo 
Negative Reaction 

Paul Galisco , a profession- 
al magazine photographer, 
murders bis wife in a well- 
planned way so that it looks 
like a case of kidnapping. 
Colombo investigates and 
gets to the bottom of the 
matter. 

Wedesesday, Aug, 27 

8:30 A Kind Of SJvsng 

Carroll and Trevor prepare 
for tbe christening of their 
baby. Her mother and his 
father join the party. 

9:10 Silk Route To Tbe Sea 
The Gateway To China 
10.-06 News in FwglAA 

10:20 French Ministries 


m 


Dear Sirs; 


My name is Martin Reece. 29 year old history teacher who 
mtends to vacation m the Middle East sometime in w"° 
would certainly enjoy having friends in Jordan 

l enjoy swimming, collecting telephone cards, and rood 
conversation. gooa 

Here’s my address: 

Mr. Martin L Reece, 

70 Bame Ave, 

Buffalo, N.Y. 14215, 

USA. 

p lease publish my name in your Pen Pal section. 


Wartin Reece 
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-- By Robert Shelton 
LONDON huemaaonalLy 
known 'movie actor “Raging 
Bull’’Robert De Niro~haS no 
/ess than fiwieafure films 
showing rirese days in. Wcst- 
errt movie houses. Why js he 
. in suck a- butry? •"■ 

- During a. recent interview, 
De Niro tried to explain bow 
and why he works at such a 
pace: The first surprise is 
^j bat.in contrast to the perso- 
rWlftfes that he portrays on 
the screen „ De Niro is a quiet 
and gentle 'man, unassuming 
in well-worn sweater and 
casual slacks l- 
Does be appreciate the fact 
chat some regard him as the 
greatest Him actor of Ms gen- 
eration? "It's nice To hear 
that, ” he replies with a half- 
smite, “ but who can really 
say?" The half -Irish, half- 
Italian actor won his first 
Oscar, Hollywood's glittering 
tribute to its own, in 1972 for 
Godfather IS. in which he 
played an up-and-coming 
mafia chieftain, Vito Cor- 
ieone. In 1980 be won 
another Oscar , this time for 
his powerful film portrayal of 
the American boxer Sake La 
Motta in Raging Bull, pro- 
duced by Irwin Winkler. 
Many believe that be should 
ticgJso have won Oscars for his 
rote in GoodfeUas, another 


mafia film with a humorous 
zwist and a remarkable per- 
formance in Awakenings, a 
film based on The successful 
efforts of neurologist Oliver 
Sachs to treat comatose pa- 
tients. 

'7 can ’f deny that I’ve been 
working very bard recently. 
That Is a conscious decision 
on my part, at this stage of 
my life. I want to work a lot. 
Later on, it won't be that 
way. " Pressed to explain, the 
actor continues. “ I’m young 
and strong and can make the 
f?bs I want to make. In a 
few years I'll slow down and 
focus on other things, like 
directing. " 

Is this flood of work typical 
of any actor’s insecurity? 
“That's pan of it.'' he con- 
cedes. “i But I'm doing the 
things 1 want to do. I don't 
make movies that gross $ 200 
million, which leaves you 
worried if you can do it again. 
I’m not coming down from 
anything like that. I'm nor 
sacrificing any thing except le- 
isure time from myself. *’ De 
Niro recalled that when be 
was a young actor he spent a 
lot of time doing nothing. In 
a way. I feel like I'm just 
making up for lost time. I’m 
happy doing what / am doing 
now. ” he said. 

His latest roles are vastly 


diverse. Was this on pur- 
pose? “That was part by de- 
sign and part coincidence. 
I’m glad the roles were all so 
different. It justifies my mak- 
ing so many films. ” Seeing 
De Niro * s relaxed, casual 
manner after viewing the ex- 
plosive climax of Guilty By 
Suspicion, is startling. The 
actor has broken precedent 
with this film, doing what he 
can to promote it himself 
because he wants people to 
know how deeply sympathe- 
tic he is to David Merrill, an 
American film director who 
was blacklisted during the 
years when Senator Joseph 
McCarthy was chasing real 
and imagined Communists. 

Irwin Winkler wrote and 
directed Guilty By Suspicion. 
In the film the pivotal issue is 
whether De Niro 's character. 
Merrill, will save his career 
by naming other Hollywood 
figures who were cither ac- 
tive in an American Com- 
munist network in the 1940s 
or else were liberals seduced 
by Stalin’s form of govern- 
ment. 

Said De Niro. *‘J was only a 
kid when this political black- 
listing of the 1950s was occur- 
ring. I read Irwin Winkler's 
script, to give him some help, 
as a friend. If you were lucky 
enough to have been working 


in films in that era, the black- 
list could take away every- 
thing — your career and your 
family life." 

What would the actor have 
done in Merrill’s shoes? “I 
just don *t know. / would nev- 
er be so presumptuous as to 
say that / would be a hero. 
Sam Wanamaker. who cos- 
tars in the film, says that for 
those who faced the rather 
hysterical and publicity-seek- 
ing congressmen of that time 
it was the moment of truth. " 

Do Hollywood people to- 
day t3lk about the dark old 
days of finger pointing, 
accusation and blacklisting 
for political ideas? “They 
didn't, but after Guilty By 
Suspicion they will talk about 
it. It was an ugly period of 
American history. Every- 
body says it won't happen 
again. If it does happen 
again, it would be with a new’ 
form and a new face. With 
racism and bigotry, it can 
always happen again." the 
actor said. But the democra- 
tic process has a way of re- 
jecting different forms of 
tyranny, as it did with Sena- 
tor McCarthy. 

Guilty By Suspicion also 
shows how the moviemakers 
could become so absorbed in 
their work that they lost 
touch with their own families. 


’7 can relate to that, too," 
De Niro commented. “That 
is part of the moral of the 
story. " 

De Niro says that his only 
complete escape from the 
movie scene is to visisi some 
tropical island where he reads 
and relaxes. He made no 
mention of his seven-year re- 
lationship with the black for- 
mer model Toukie Smith or 
his son Raphael, 16. and his 
stepdaughter. Drina, 20, by 
bis former marriage to Di- 
ahnne Aubott. 

A more visible passion is 
his partnership in the 
TriBeCa Film Centre, lo- 
cated in Manhattan not far 
from New York's famous 
Chinatown. There, De Niro 
says he finds himself “greatly 
stimulated and inspired ” by 
production assistants and 
film-school graduates. “It's a 
place where human contact 
makes things happen, where 
ideas catch fire, even in the 
corridors. ” De Niro may be 
an international name and an 
Oscar winner, but he keeps 
his roots close to the area 
where he was bom. 

Does he enjoy looking at 
his old movies? “No, I fall 
asleep. / only like to look at 
my own movies to see pat- 
terns I can improve. / have ro 
wait 10 or 15 years to get a 


better perspective. ” 

What does he want to be 
remembered for? “1 told my 
good friend, director Martin 
Scorsese, the other day that 
in 50 years' lime I'd like to be 
remembered for making 
movies that were good, not 
just box-office successes. At 
the moment, I make what I 
feel are good movies. And if 
you are lucky enough to get 
paid well for that, and are 


allowed to experiment ... 
well, what more can i ou 
ask?" 

De Niro mentioned some 
present and future film pro- 
jects . He has just finished 
filming Cape Fear, a remake 
of an old classic, he'll soon be 
seen in Mad Dogs And 
Glory, an action adventure. 
He hopes to direct his first 
film. Bronx Tale, a quirky 
romance set in New York, in 


a year or so. 

The actor recently played a 
less-than-major role in Sack- 
draft, an action film about 
firefighters, quite obviously 
for the money. It's a movie' I 
didn't have to carry. Jr's a 
good script and a commercial 
movie. TTiey paid me a lot of 
money, and I can put that 
towards ether things I want 
to do." he concludes — 
World News Link. 


New Arthur Miller 
play heads heavy 
London fall line-up 


% Matt Wolf 

The Associated Press 
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LONDON — Hie world pre- 
miere of Arthur Miller's 
| nblatest drama heads an im - 
—* press? ve One-up of new Lon- 
don shows this fali. 

Miller 's The Ride- Down 
Mi. Morgan, starring Tom 
Conti , opeosrOct. 23 at Wyn- 
dham's theatre. 

It’s the first work by the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
of Death Of A Salesman and 
AM My Sons to be premiered 
outside his native United 
States. 

It ’s also the first play in five 
years for Miller], who will be 
76 on Ocr. 17. 

The premiere dominates a 
busy fail after a summer sea- 
son marked by a slump in 
tourists and lightweight fare 
such as Sex Please, We're 
jr alian: 

■ In a telephone interview 
front New York. Miller said 
he was pleased to be opening 
'jjjjj the play overseas. ■ 
j ^ “There’s mote of a theatre 

u culture (in London)," said . 
the playwright, whose “ after 
the full" and "the crucible" 
t S* were seen in repertory last 
year at the Royal National. 
Theatre. l Tt's aisb easier to 
get and . keep actors of a 
certain caliber." 

Miller is m esteemed Brit- 
- ish company this fall, with 
^new plays by Harold Pinter , 
’Aian Ayckbourn, Alan Ben- 
aetl, and John Osborne . 
i Fritter's Party Tune , open - 
on Nov. 6 at the Almeida, 
has a turning time' of over an 
r^i hour. Thai may seem 
K - riephantine to viewers of his 
j *ast two plays , which ran a 
yJ jtoia/ of 28 minutes. 

j By contrast, Ayckbourn’s 
[Jhe Revengers* Comedies, 
''tarring Griff Rhys Jones and 
Ioanna Lninley. runs in two 
farts oyer. -51# hours. As a 
tauft, the black comedy, first 
*eh two years ago at the 
playwrights home base in 
fcarboipugb. North York - 
hire, has two opening nights, 
i limpet. IS and 17. . 

/ It's- the 37th play by Bri- 
most* prolific contem- 
waty dramatist. 
i Nov. 28- sees the. National 
Iteatoe. bow of Alan Ben- 
ch's The .Madness Of 
reorge MI , directed by 
Nicholas. . Hytner (Miss 
rigoa). This is die first new 
fry fry Bennett since bis 
dp tills ting 1988 Single 
ties, which cast Prunella 
‘ales as Queen Elizabeth JO. 

; John Osborne's Deja Vu, 
*e on the West End in 
ovember at a theatre to be 
mounceti, continues, the 



JHan £Jda plays 

Bo Get r Town 

story of Jimmy Porter, the 
angry young renegade at the 
centre of Osborne's cele- 
brated 1956 Look Back In 
Anger. Peter OToole will 
star. 

Several other familiar 
broadway names are resur- 
facing with new works. 

Timberlake Wertenbaker, 
whose Our Country’s Good 
received six Tpny nomina- 
tions in June, returns to her 
familiar base, the Royal 
Court Theatre, with “ three 
birds alighting in a field, ’’ 
opening on Sept. 10. 

Hugh Whitemore , whose 
plays Breaking The Code and 
Pack Of Lies both ran ou 
Broadway, has a new show. 
It’s Ralph , opening on Oct. 
28. Timothy West and Jack 
Shepherd head the cast. 

Admirers of the classics are 
catered for in Sir Peter Hall's 
new production of MoUere’s 
Tzrtuffe. opening on Oct. 22 
at the P/ay house. Felicity 
Kendal and Paul Eddington 
co-star. 

A revival of Jean Anouilh’s 
Becket, opening on Oct. 3 at 
the Theatre Royal , Haymar- 
ket. pairs two Tony-winning 
performers , Derefc Jacobi 
(Much Ado About Nothing) 
as St. Thomas Becket and 
Robert Lindsay (Me And My 
Girl) as his adversary , King 
•Henry U. 

Thornton Wilder’s much - 
/oved play Our Town opens 
a limited engagement on 
Sept. 5 at the Shaftesbury 
Theatre. Alan Alda and 
Robert Sean Leonard (Dead 
Poets Society) make tbeir 
British stage debuts in the 
production, directed by a 
third American. Robert 
Allan Ackerman. 

Perhaps the season’s 
oddest show. The Hunting Of 
The Snark, opens on Oct. 24 
at the Prince Edward 
Theatre. Based on the 1876 
nonsense poem by Lewis 
Carrol, the £2 million ($3.7 
million) musical features 
music, lyrics, and book by- 
Mike Ban, who is also cre- 
dited as director and desig- 
ner. 


Portuguese cinema hobbled by lack of au 




By Judith Matloff 

Reuter 

LISBON — Portuguese film 
makers are emerging from 
decades of obscurity to win 
critical acclaim at foreign fes- 
tivals but at home the cinema 
queues are for Hollywood 
blockbusters . 

Poor marketing, scam re- 
sources and a public hungry 
for action-packed American 
movies mean that the local 
art cinema has a sorry second 
place at the box office. 

After finally winning free- 
dom to express themselves 
with the fall of right-wing 
dictatorship in Portugal's 
1974 revolution, independent 
film makers now must strug- 
gle for funds and an audience 
in one of Western Europe’s 
poorest countries. 

“The situation for art cine- 
ma in Portugal is grave. 
There are neither funds nor 


means," said Director Jo ao 
Botelho in his small Lisbon 
office. 

The walls are covered with 
posters vf films like his 1989 
Tempos Dificies. a bleak 
adoption of Charles Dick- 
ens's Hard Times, which 
most of Portugal’s 10 million 
people never saw. 

Portuguese movie-goers 
also largely ignored the most 
lavish film to date by veteran 
director ManoeJ De Oliveira. 
83. Non Ou A Va Gloria De 
Mandar (No Or The Vaing- 
lory Of Command). 

The 1990 anti-war chroni- 
cle of Portugal’s military de- 
feats spanning several centur- 
ies to the Angolan colonial 
war won critical acclaim at 
Cannes but appeared only 
briefly in Lisbon. 

A similar tale is told by 
Joao Cesar Monteiro, whose 
■ Recordacoes Da Casa 
Am are/ha (Memories Of The 


Yellow House) won the pre- 
stigious Silver Lion at Venice 
in 1989. The surrealistic 
narrative of an eccentric’s en- 
counters from a Lisbon 
boarding house to an asylum 
earned little following at 
home. 

“ Industrial means are 
necessary to establish Portu- 
guese cinema." complained 
director Antonio Pedro Vas- 
concelos. who has been able 
to make only a handful of 
films over the past 20 years. 

Portugal was once a coun- 
try of film-goers and had a 
thriving national industry in 
the 1940s and 1950s which 
churned out escapist melod- 
ramas and musicals sanc- 
tioned by the dictatorship. 

But by the time censorship 
began to ease in the 1960s to 
allow a new school of Portu- 
guese cinema — contempla- 
tive. concerned with social 
issues and influenced fry the 


French new wave — money 
had begun to dry up. 

And so increasingly has the 
public. 

Competition from telerision 
and borne videos mean less 
people are going to the cine- 
ma than ever, according to 
Manuel Falcao, the president 
of the Institute of Portuguese 
Cinema (FPC). 

Over the past decade, tick- 
ets sold dropped to 12 million 
from 29 million and the num- 
ber of cinemas fell to 93 from 
291. 

Some critics say Portu- 
guese films have little com- 
mercial success because 
they're boring — heavy on 
shadows, history and symbol- 
ism and short on entertain- 
ment. action and plot. 

But directors say that dis- 
tribution. especially by the 
powerful multi-media group 
Lusomundo, is geared to- 
wards Hollywood and local 


independent films seldom 
make it to the big commercial 
centres and major cinemas. 

“We can't compete." 
Botelho said. 

With such a small industry 
at home producers in- 
creasingly seek joint funding 
in Europe and actors must go 
abroad to make their names. 

This was certainly the case 
for actor Joaquim D' Almeida 
whose foreign credits indudt 
Good Morning Babylon and 
Maria De Medeiros who star- 
red as the writer Anais Nin in 
last year’s steamy film about 
Henry Miller Henry And 
June. 

As they struggle to make 
ends meet they resentfully 
watch Hollywood converge 
on Portugal to take advan- 
tage of its cheap labour and 
sunshine — and then play to 
packed movie bouses. 

Portuguese crowds flocked 
to see Lisbon 's romantic cob- 


ble-stoned hills in the film 
version of John Lecarre's spy 
novel The Russia House star- 
ring Sean Connery and 
i'HcbvIk Pfeiffer. 

Now there are excited 
rumourr that Madonna is 
coming to film Eviia and 
Danish -kem actress. Brigitte 
Nielson is setting up a pro- 
duction company in Portug- 
al's Atlantic island of 
Madeira to make several 
films over the next year. 

These multi-miUion-doilai 
productions pi wide more 
cash for actors and techni- 
cians but drive up costs fer 
local direct ors working with 
sboe-strine budsets of some 
SJ50.000. 

“Perhaps the reason why 
no Portuguese director his 
done a film about the revolu- 
tion is because we can't 
afford to pay the extras for 
the crowd scenes, ” grumbled 
one young screen-writer. 


At 83, Grappelli is still the indefmtiga. 




By Paul Majatdie 

Reuter 

DUBLIN — Fit as a fiddle. 
The phrase is tailor-made for 
Stephane Grappelli. 

At the age of 83. the veter- 
an jazz violinist laughs and 
wholeheartedly agrees. 

“Thank God for my music. 
Without it, I would have pop- 
ped off years ago . ” says the 
sprightly maestro who won 
fame with the gypsy guitarist 
Django Reinhardt in the 
1930s hot Club De France 
quintet and is still packing 
them in 60 years later. 

In the middle of an elegant 
Dublin restaurant he proudly 
unbuttons his shirt to reveal 
the heart pacemaker im- 
planted just two months ago. 
“Look, you can hardly see 
it." 

With a permanent twinkle 
in his eye , Grappelli exudes 


enthusiasm and joie de vivre. 
Dublin is the latest stop on a 
gruelling concert schedule. 
Next come Australia. New 
Zealand. Hong Kong and 
Singapore. 

One of the greats of mod- 
em jazz freely admits he 
would be only too happy to 
die smiling with a violin in his 
hand. 

What then? Tucking with 
relish into his grilled hake 
and sipping his cbablis appre- 
ciatively. he burst merrily 
into song with an old French 
ditty — "bury me in a cellar 
full of good wine, tralala. 
tralaia. " 

A lively raconteur who 
loves to fine-tune a story as 
much as his violin . he said 
“ funny you should mention 
that about being as fit as a 
fiddle. The first thing 1 ever 
recorded, was 16 bars with the 
(French Show Band) Gregor 


and the Gregorians. 

“This woman from Detroit 
sent me some old sheet music 
after seeing me in a concert 
and saying / made her feel as 
fit as a fiddle. J was just about 
to throw the music away 
when / recognised the tune. 

“I was talking to one of 
these jazz fanatics in Paris 
'with about 40,000 records 
and asked him about it. He 
told me I recorded it in 1928 
or 1929 , he rummaged 
around and there it was. I 
heard my first 16 bars again . " 

Bom in Paris. Grappelli 
was 11 when his father gave 
him a violin. He also learnt 
the piano and studied briefly 
at the Paris Conservatoire. 
But he was out earning by the 
age of 14, playing the piano 
accompanying silent films in 
a Paris cinema six hours a 
day. 

For four years he played 


the piano with the Gregor 
and the Gregorians show- 
band. He switched to the 
violin after Gregor heard him 
playing one night. 

He met Django Reinhardt 
in a Montparnasse club in 
1931, the pair formed the hot 
Club de France, with a violin, 
three guitars and a string 
bass, and they shot to fame. 

World War U broke up the 
partnership with Grappelli in 
London, recuperating after 
an operation. Reunited after 
the war, they played together 
until Reinhardt's death in 
1953. 

Grappelli never stood still, 
constantly experimenting by 
playing with others. He and 
Sir Yehudi Menuhim made 
sbt albums together. He play- 
ed with violinist Nigel Ken- 
nedy and cellist Julian Lloyd 
Webber. 


His memory is not always 
that encyclopaedic as he has 
discovered grappling with 
dates for an authorised 
biography. 

“ I cannot remember when 
things happened. It comes to 
me little fry little . " 

But that doesn’t quench 
the fire. After a good lunch, 
it’s back to the hotel for a 
quick siesta, then up to check 
over the next batch or rcollec- 
tions before meeting a nine- 
year-old violin prodigy. “ It's 
the young that keep me 
young. " 

In the evening there is a 
full house for his perform- 
ance at the National Concert 
Hall where the audience 
ranges from grey- haired jazz 
aficionados to long-haired 
students. 

The technique is still im- 
peccable, the tone ravishing. 


From “Nuages " through to 
“ Chicago " he sits with his 
chin crumpled over the 
violin, a smile on his face, 
revelling in his . music, vib- 
rantly- alive. 

“I still have the energy but 
the legs let me down a bit. 
Once / am sitting down it is 
fine. The music takes over." 

In his dressing room after- 
wards. he looks tired, frail 
but fulfilled. The audience 
has been a g-aod one and he 
knows it. “ft’s like a matador 
with a bull, you have to play 
them with your cape, draw 
them out a bit." 

But he is not finished yet. 
Plans are hastily arranged for 
a late-night dinner with an 
Irish fiddle-player. 

With a gallic shrug be says 
it all: "J am going ro play my 
muiic as Icng as I can. iVTj^r 
else can 1 do?" 


Here is a map to gaze at New York City star. 


By Awe JkEaHa Cafaobrf 

The Associated Press 


NEW YORK — Ever won- 
der what Restaurant Frank 
Sinatra Favours when he’s in 
the Big Apple? Who coiffed 
Eric Clapton's hair? Where 
the reclusive Greta Garbo 
lived ? 

Larry Woffe-Horwitz did, 
and he’s pat together that 
information and a whole lot 
more hi a New York map to 
tiie stars that makes Holly- 
wood look doll. 

New York “is where they 
have a home before Holly- 


wood. This is where they 
make it and this is where they 
come back," Horwitz said 
recently while guiding a 
group of about 60 starry-eyed 
people down Central Park 
West. 

The outing was to publicise 
the map which is designed to 
let the star-struck dispense 
with guides and make up 
their own tools. They can 
choose from among 384 
domiciles that are hone or 
fd ed-a-terre to celebrities 


from music, movies, televi- 
sion, theatre, sports, opera 
and dance. 

“Tve lived here for 43 
years and now Tm finally 
going to see where the stars 
live," said Manhattanite 
David Johnson while waiting 
for the tour. 

The full-colour, poster- 
sized map lists Michael 
Douglas at 151 Central Park 
West, Fay Wray at 721 Fifth 
Ave. And Madonna at 1 w. 

64th St 

She moved there after the 
co-op board of a building at 
146 Central Park West , re- 


jected her application for 
$1.4 million apartment in 
1985, Horwitz said. 

Next door, at 145 Central 
Park West, you’ll find actor 
Dustin Hoffman, singer Bar- 
ry Manilow and actors Bruce 
.Willis and Demi Moore, hus- 
band and wife who just 
purchased a $10 million con- 
dominium. 

Also listed are the one- 
time addresses of such late 
stars as Garbo, 450 E. 52nd 
St; Jayne Mansfield, 52 £. 
69th St; Rock Hudson, 211 
Central Park West; Hum- 
phrey Bogart at 434 E. 52nd 


St.; and Spencer Tracy, 105’ 
E. 50th St. 

The map gives addresses 
up to 96th Street but the 
cartographer says the 
greatest concentration of 
celebrities, about 80, live be- 
tween 77th and 88th streets 
on Central Park West. 

Horwitz, a 36-year-o!d 
realtor from Toronto, notes 
that the map “is not meant to 
be used for disturbing the 
celebrities. ... Please respect 
their privacy." 

The stars’ eateries, hotels, 
night spots and beauty salons 
are also included 


Sinatra’s favourite Italian 
restaurant is Patsy’s at 236 
W. 56th St. and Woody Allen 
plays the clarinet every Mon- 
day night at Michael's Pub , 
211 E. 55th St. , the map says. 

Rock Guitarist Eric Gap- 
ton and actress Catherine 
Deneuve get their hair done 
at Bruno Piriini, 746 Madison 
Ave. 

Horwitz also includes an 
entertainment guide with in- 
formation on getting free 
television show tickets, tid- 
bits on movies filmed here, a 
Manhattan subway map and 
dree* - 






against rapid AIDS decline 


Bush’s drug office accused 
@f ignoring drugs-AMDS link 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 

BAR HARBOR, Maine — 
A genetic pattern associated 
with reduced susceptibility to 
AIDS bas been discovered in 
men who remain healthy at 
least five years after being 
infected, researchers have 
said. 

The discovery could im- 
prove AIDS treatment by- 
allowing doctors to make bet- 
ter predictions about pa- 
tients' outcomes, said the 
leader of the research team. 
Mary-Claire King of the Uni- 
versity of California, Ber- 
keley. 

The pattern was found in 
the so-called HLA genes. 
These genes are- responsible 
for the rejection of trans- 
planted organs, and help the 
body fight disease. 

“ There are some forms of 
these genes that are relatively 


protective. " Ms. King said at 
a meeting of geneticists at the 
Jackson Laboratory in Bar 
Harbor. “ Men who have 
them do better. Those who 
don't go downhill quickly.' T 

She said there is 
"tremendous variation in 
how rapidly the disease prog- 
resses. " 

“This may be very excit- 
ing, " said Dr. Amo Motuls- 
ky, a geneticist at the Uni- 
versity of Washington in 
Seattle. Dr. Motulsky said 
studies of genetic susceptibil- 
ity to AIDS are critically 
important and have been re- 
latively neglected. 

He noted, however, that 
other genetic factors besides 
the HLA genes are likely to 
affect susceptibility ro AIDS. 
“This will not explain all of 
AIDS." he said. 

The genetic pattern found 
by Ms. King, for example, 
does not explain why some 



By Patricia Reaney 

Reuter 

LONDON — More than 300 
women are locked up in Bri- 
tain's special hospitals — 
formerly asylums for the cri- 
minally insane — but experts 
say many of them shouldn't 
be there. 

Most were sent to the in- 
stitutions under a controver- 
sial law that doctors and pa- 
tients say is unjust and should 
be changed. 

Studies have shown that 
some 48 per cent of women in 
the country 's three special 
hospitals are categorised as 
suffering from "psychopathic 
disorder" as opposed to only 
34 per cent of men. 

"Women are more likely to 
be sent to a special hospital 
than men. When they trans- 
gress social norms they are 
seen to be more abnormal 
than a man," said Dr Chan- 
dra Gosh, a consultant 
psychiatrist at the maximum- 
security Broadmoor Hospit- 
al. 

Terri Simpson was sent to 
Broadmoor for more than 
three years after starring a 
fire in a shop doorway. No 
one was hurt but she was 
charged with arson and cri- 
minal damage and catego- 
rised as “ psychopathic dis- 
order " under the 1983 Men- 
tal Health Act. 

"I have never gone out to 
deliberately hurt someone by 
striking a match. It was a cry 
for help but the courts don't 
see it like that. 4 asked for 
help to get my act together 
but I didn’t expect Broad- 
moor," Ms. Simpson said. 

“/ was pur in the same 
league as people like the 
Yorkshire Ripper and I'm 
nothing like him," she 
added, referring to fellow in- 
mate Peter Sutcliffe, who was 
conxicted of murdering 13 
women and attempting to kill 
seven others. 

Ms. Simpson was held in 
solitary confinement, given 
up to 33 pills a day. injected 
with mood stablisers and sub- 
jected to electric shock treat- 
ment. 

Under the act people listed 
as "psychopathic disorder" 
who are serving jail sentences 
can be transferred and held in 
special hospitals indefinitely. 
The act gives a legal deGni- 
tion of the condition but 
psychiatrists dispute its valid- 
ity. 

"People are being locked 
away because of a legal term 
that even psychologists don't 
agree on, "Dr Gosh said in a 
recent television 
documentary entitled “An 
Insane Injustice". 

"It is the only piece of 
legislation in this country 
where you can hold people 
beyond the date of their sent- 


■ ence or without a trial. " 

Dr Gosh says many women 
need treatment but not in 
special hospitals which are 
often more like prisons. 

"You don't need to lock 
them up. They are women 
who don't fit into the social 
system but are not mentally 
ill." she said. 

Ms. Simpson, who was 
raised in children's homes 
after the age of seven and has 
had several run-ins with the 
law. agrees. 

Special hospitals provide 
little care or counselling, the 
30-year-old plasterer said 
during an interview. 

"It's not a hospital, it's a 
prison where they have li- 
cence to do whatever they 
want. At least in prison you 
have a date to get out." she 
said. 

Ms. Simpson was fortunate 
because her time in Broad- 
moor was relatively short. 
The average stay for female 
patients is nine years. One 
woman bas been there for 40 
years. 

The special hospitals ser- 
vice authority, which runs the 
institutions, was not available 
for comment, but officials 
have publicly admitted that 
there are faults in the system. 

Until recently the plight of 
the women has received little 
public attention, but a charity 
called WISH ( Women In 
Special Hospitals and Secure 
Psychiatric Units) is hoping 
to change that. . 

WISH was launched in 
1990 to improve the condi- 
tions of women in special 
hospitals , regional secure un- 
its and prison psychiatric un- 
its. 

“ Women tend to be invisi- 
ble in work, research and 
media coverage of special 
hospitals. " said Nancy Biggs, 
a solicitor and chairman of 
WISH's Management Com- 
mittee. 

The group is trying to pro- 
vide personal support for 
female patients, to improve 
living conditions and to 
advise women of their rights. 

It is also questioning the use 
of "psychopathic disorder ” in 
the Mental Health Act. 

“ We're unhappy with the 
current use of the definition. 
Psychopathic disorder needs 
to be looked at and changed 
and probably taken out (of 
the act)," Mr. Biggs said. 

"There is no doubt that * 
women deteriorate as a result 
of the conditions (in special 
.hospitals)," she added. 

Ms Gosh is “ cautiously 
optimistic" that the system 
will be changed and Ms. 
Simpson, a founding member 
of WISH, hopes her experi- 
ence in Broadmoor can help 
other women. 

“An awful lot of women 
don’t need to be there," she 
said. 


people might be more likely 
than others to become in- 
fected with the AIDS virus. It 
is related only to patients' 
outcomes once they have 
been infected . 

Ms. King said although she 
has found genetic "signposts" 
that point to patients who are 
less susceptible to the virus . 
she has not determined pre- 
cisely which genes are re- 
sponsible for that reduced 
susceptibility. 

When that is done, resear- 
chers might be able to deter- 
mine exactly how some peo- 
ple’ are able to partially resist 
the virus. 

That could occur in the 
next six to 12 months, she 
said. Ms. King said she also is 
looking for genetic patterns 
that might explain why only 
one-third of babies born to 
mothers with AIDS become 
infected. 

The finding represents the 


first time that researchers 
have found a genetic patterns 
related to reduced suscepti- 
bility to AIDS . Ms. King 
said. Previous studies have 
found less precise associa- 
tions between susceptibility 
■and immune-system proteins, 
not genes, she said. 

Ms. King and her col- 
leagues. Leslie G. Louie and 
Beth Newman, searched all 
possible immune-system 
genes that might be associ- 
ated with resistance to AIDS. 
They were looking for any 
differences between patients 
who fared relatively well 
after AIDS infection and 
rhose who fared poorly. 

Among all those different 
molecules, the ones that so 
far give the clearest result arc 
the HLA Class 2 genes. " she 
said. 

The studies were done on 
gay men in San Francisco 


By Tberese Poletti 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — The 
U.S. government's AIDS 
commission said recently that 
nearly a third of all U.S. 
AIDS cases are now related 
to intravenous drug use and 
accused President George 
Bush's drug policy office of 
virtually ignoring the link be- 
tween AIDS and drugs. 

The national commission 
on AIDS said the drug con- 
trol office bad neglected to 
take steps to slow the spread 
of AIDS among people who 
cannot stop using drugs. 

It a report , it said 32 per 
cent of U.S. AIDS cases 
could be traced to scaring of 
needles, unsafe sex under the 
influence of drugs or sex with 
an infected drug user. 

“Despite this insidious and 
indisputable link between 
substance (drug) use and 


HIV infection , the office of 
National Drug Control Policy 
continues to virtually ignore 
it," the report said' HIV is 
the name of the virus that . 
causes AIDS. 

The report recommended 
that needles and other drug 
injecting equipment be legal- 
ised, saying restrictions on 
buying them encouraged 
sharing of needles — a deadly 
AIDS risk — but did little to 
reduce drug use. 

The report said the drug 
office, headed by Republican 
Party politician Blob Mar- 
tinez, continued to *' neglect 
the real public health and 
treatment measures which 
could and must be taken to 
halt the spread 

The drug policy office's de- 
puty director. Dr. Herbert 
Kleber, criticised the report. 

"We feel that it distorts the 
administration’s position on 
expanding and improving 


drug treatment/' he said. "In 

the two years that ( the drug 
policy office) has existed the 
national drug treatment 
budget almost doubled." 

The AIDS commission’s 
recommendations to Con- 
gress and the White House 
included. 

— Remove legal barriers 
to the purchase and posses- 
sion of injection equipment 
... so that the transmission of 
HTV can be lessened for 
those who cannot stop inject- 
ing drugs. 

— Expand drug abuse 
treatment so that anyone who 
applies for treatment can be 
accepted into treatment prog- 
rammes. 

— Expand research on the 
relationships between illegal 
drug use and HIV transmis- 
sion. 

— Mount a serious and 
sustained attack on the social 
problems that promote drug 


use in the United States. 

Acquired immune d 
Bdency syndrome attacks t. 
body’s defences against d 
ease. It is usually spread 
sex, contaminated drug ne 
dies and contaminated bio 
transfusions. 

Anti-AIDS campaignt 
welcomed the report. £> 

“ It’s a good report, " sa 
Jeff Levi , director 6 f gave: 
meat affairs at the Alt 
action council. “The time » 
have lost in property’ addrt 
sing and prodding treatmc 
on demand for drug users b 

condemned hter&By tens- ■ 
thousands of people to dea 
through HTV transmission 

The AIDS commission w 
created to advise congit 
and the White House on q . 
veloping policy -on" U 
epidemic. Congress appoin. 
10 voting members and 
president names two.' - 



Brain researchers defend need to work on live animais 


By Christine Tierney 
Reuter 

MONTREAL — Brain re- 
searchers have strongly de- 
fended their need to experi- 
ment on live animals in order 
to discover cures for alzheim- 
er’s, epilepsy and other brain 
diseases. 

Fearful that the animal 
rights movement could stall 
progress in their field , lead- 
ing neurologists argued at the 
international brain research 
organisations convention in 
this Canadian city that scien- 


tists must work to recapture 
public support. 

“ The public is seriously 
misinformed about this 
issue," said Colin Blake- 
more , a neurologist at Ox- 
ford University wbo said be 
stopped hoping the animal 
rights outcry would just fade ’ 
away when his family re- 
ceived threats from extrem- 
ists. 

He said a recent poll taken 
in Britain showed 56 per cent 
favoured a total ban on tests 
on animals. The figure rose 
to 72 per cent among people 


24 years and younger. 

Animal rights proponents 
have won many supporters by 
arguing that scientists can 
obtain the same results using 
computer models or by ex- 
perimenting on tissues and 
cells. 

“ You can study certain 
aspects of a disease with ex- 
periments on tissue cultures , 
but you can 't skip from tissue 
tests or computer models to 
humans,'' said Dr. Vincent 
CasteUucci at Montreal's Cli- 
nical Research Institute. 

“ Practically all the drugs 


we use have been tested on 
live animals to see not only 
the impact on the animal's 
entire system , but also to see 
if there are side-effects he 
said. 

“J don’t dunk scientists 
would use animals if they 
could use an alternative," 
added Wolf Singer from tire 
Max Planck Institute in 
Frankfort. “ Alternatives are 
easier, cheaper and more re- 
liable. ” 

Some of the research dis- 
cussed at the organisation's 


week-long gathering involves 
painful experiments on 
monkeys, rats and mice 
which would make grisly tele- 
vision footage. 

Images of animals writhing 
in pain have been used by 
animal rights activists in some 
countries to push through 
near-total bans on animal ex- 
periments. 

Although ,£ most of us 
know we do not wrong, " as 
Mr. Blakemore put it, he 
urged scientists to become 
more aggressive in defending 


their work , particuj&i 
through the media. 

Richard Van Sluyters 
the University of Catifoit 
at Berkeley, who was al 
targeted by animal rigl 
activists, told researchc 
their best defence lies in sa 
pulously complying with ri 
ulations on animal testing 

“Don't cut comers to i 
duce your paperwork. B 
every I, cross every T,” 
said in a presentation tit! 
“Advice to those who m 
come under attack.” 


Every second German woman is overweight 


By Hans WnBenweber 

ONE GERMAN woman in 
two is overweight, says 
Federal Research Minister 
Heinz Riescnhubcr, quoting 
the Bndings of a nationwide 
survey of eating habits. The 
survey, and an analysis of risk 
factors . cost the Ministry 
DM15 million. 

Dieticians made seven-day 
surveys of the eating habits of 
24,632 Germans. Their Bnd- 
ings were that Germans still 


eat too much, and too much 
fat. 

Initial results indicate that 
47 per cent of women and 38 
per cent of men are over- 
weight. Yet women were 
found to be much better in- 
formed about a healthy diet 
than men. 

That said, the survey found 
there were more corpulent 
German women than men. It 
also noted a dangerous trend, 
especially among young 
women. Every other woman 
aged 15 to 25 eats too few 


calories and too many sweets. 

If the Bndings are right . 
four million Germans endan- 
ger their health by bad eating 
habits. Over 11,000 of the 
volunteers tested agreed to 
take part in blood and urine 
tests. In some cases their 
blood sugar and far ratings 
were most alarming. 

The solution to this threat 
is to change one’s eating 
habits . but the people in 
question must also get more 
exercise and cut down on 
their alcohol and tobacco 


consumption. 

The experts who compiled 
the survey suggest dietary 
changes of the “more of this" 
and “less of that " kind. The 
average German's daily in- 
take is 243 grammes of alco- 
holic drinks , 100 grammes of 
lemonade, 56 grammes of 
biscuits and 31 grammes of 
sweetstuffs. They would do 
better to consume 500 gram- 
mes of milk and dairy pro- 
ducts a day, but their actual 
intake is only 184 grammes. 
They only consume 152 


grammes of vegetables a day 
too, as against the 250 gram- 
mes that would be best for 
them . The ideal daily intake 
of potatoes or rice is said to 
be 250 grammes , yet surpri- 
singly, perhaps, Germans 
only consume 172 grammes a 
day. 

Herr Riesenhuber’s spe- 
cialists have good news for 
bakers and bad news for 
botchers. Germans eat 160 
grammes of bread a day and 
ought to be eating 240 gram- 
mes. More, fruit juice, 200 


grammes a day, would 
them good too. 

Sausage, meat and fish a 
by no means taboo, hat Gt 
mans would do better; it 
experts say , to cut back tin' 
daily intake from 165 to I 
grammes. 

People are overtond: 
sausage and high-fat dee 
in particular , eating U 
grammes a day when a "me 
60 would be much better i 
them — Stuttgarti 
Nachrichten. 

• ■ : 


Cutting down the worry through self-help grouts 


By Petra Phiwatsch 

VERA K. can well remem- 
ber her first visit to the Col- 
ogne self-help group for people 
in emotional distress four yean 
ago. “When the rules were 
read out at the start of the 
session and everyone shook 
hands,” she says. “I suddenly 
felt J was no longer at the 
mercy of sheer hell. ” 

She bad just undergone 
cancer surgery that had dep- 
rived her of all pleasure in 
life. “ There I sat, " she says', 
“ among ordinary, active peo- 
ple, and it gave me fresh 
strength." 

“It is simply a relief to see 
so many people with the 
same complaint says Re- 
nate Gade,a regular member 
of the Morbus Crohn/Colitis 
ulcerosa self-help group for 
eight years. 

Every other Thursday she 
and about 30 fellow-sufferers 
Bom chronic enteritis meet in 
Cologne for group discus- 
sions. They then go out for a 
beer, a sociable end to an 
evening' that consoles her 
when she is feeling bad and 
gives her the warm feeling of 
not being on her own with an 
incurable complaint. 

About 30 per cent of Ger- 
mans in the Federal Republic 
of old feel the need to ex- 
change views with others in a 
similar position, be it intes- 
tinal trouble, difficulties with 


breast-feeding, marital prob- 
lems, fear of too much love 
or fear of too little. 

Since the mid-1970s group 
sessions with fello w-sufferers 
have been unprecedently 
popular. An estimated 50,000 
self-help groups now tackle 
problems, addiction , compul- 
sion, suffering and failings of 
all kinds. 

Physical ailments particu- 
larly tend to make people feel 
the need to meet as a group. 
About 60 per cent of self- 
helpers have health problems 
or suffer from chronic com- 
plaints. 

The other 40 per cent are 
concerned with social issues, 
and problems such as the 
day-to-day worries of single 
parents, grief for a partner 
wbo bas died or the anxiety 
of a father-to-be. 

In many cities they can 
hope to Bad advice and sup- 
port via contact and informa- 
tion centres for self-help 
groups, referral agencies with 
the German acronym KISS, 
where addresses are given' 
and new or would-be groups 
are lent a helping hand. 

41 Self-help takes shape 
when the traditional social 
network no longer works and 
patients grow more mature, ’* 
says Erika Schneider, head of 
the Cologne agency for the 
past three years , in an 
attempt to account for the 
growing demand for self-help 
of all kinds. 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD NOT RECEIVED 


People wbo are keen to 
change would in her view be 
well advised to find a group 
where members can jointly 
observe and criticise each 
other. In Cologne , she says, 
between 600 and 1,000 
groups regularly meet at par- 
ish balls and community and 
civic centres. 

Increasing attention is now 
being paid, Frau Schneider 
says, to relationship prob- 
lems, anxiety and neuroses, 
with growing numbers of 
mentally ill people joining 
forces too. 

The people concerned 
hope to Bird “ understanding , 
an exchange of views and 
experiences and to be caught 
in a social safety net" by 
insiders who are often the 
first people they have been 
able to tell just how awful 
they feel. “ You need people 
who understand you when 
you tell them you’ve emptied 
the refrigerator yet again," 
says Monika Haug, founder 
of a Cologne bilumia group. 

For years people told her 
after her bouts of uninhibited 
eating that she ought to be 
happy she was in a position to 
eat so well. 

44 In the group, ” she says, 
"you at long last have the 
feeling that you and your 
problems are acknowledged 
and taken seriously. ” At her 
weekly meetings “ everything 
comes on the table that is 
important for the indi- 
vidual." 

In cases of serious mental 
upset she supplies the names 
and addresses of doctors and 
has been known to ac com- 


pany fellow-members of the 
group to the doctor’s prac- 
tice. 

“What matters most is to 
have found others in the 
same position, " says Sabine 
Lindemann, whose son has 
muscular trouble. She has 
been a keen member of her 
Cologne self-help group since 
the mid-1970s. 

It is affiliated to a national 
organisation and supplies the 
names and addresses of spe- 
cialists and therapists. It 
lends a helping hand on wel- 
fare matters and recommends 
spas and hospitals, but its 
main concern is to provide 
mental and emotional sup- 
port. 

“You tell a young person 
be bas an incurable disease!” 
Frau Lindemann says. She 
knows from personal experi- 
ence how hard it is. 

People wbo attend group 
meetings have been to all the 
doctors and been told the 
patient will soon be wheel- 
chair-bound. But they don’t 
know what will then happen. 

In the group, where mem- 
bers have reached the most 
varied stages of a complaint, 
newcomers can see for them- 
selves what it is like in prac- 
tice to suffer Bom the disease 
in question. 

“Jr is awfully hand,” old 
hands say, and they should 
know. * ‘But the patient 
knows that be isn’t alone and 
that his illness is one that can 
be lived with.*’ 

Some doctors have long 
come to accept self-help 
groups as a reiki and a sup- 
port in dealing wife their 


patients' emotional well- 
being. 

Gone are the days when 
spokespeoplc on their own 
behalf were viewed with uni- 
form mistrust by specialists, 
as a “wild bunch of patients 
who have no idea about any- 
thing. ” 

A growing number of doc- 
tors, says Birgit Sadowski of 
the Hamburg KISS, which 
has been in existence for lon- 
ger than any other referral 
agency of its kind in Ger- 
many, are referring problem 
cases to self-help groups to 
help them regain mental and 
emotional strength. 

“If a self-help group is set 
up in time ” she feels , “the 
health insurance will later not 
need to foot the bill for 
therapy." 

“ Fears of contact are 
steadily declining and self- 
help groups are increasingly 
being seen as an optimisation 
and complementary arrange- 
ment, says an optimistic 
spokesperson for the North 
Rhme Medical Association in 
Cologne. 

Last year it circularised 

members in the city to draw 
their attention to a coopera- 
non centre for doctors and 
g£ups bunched in 
Autumn 1990 and modelled 
on similar centres in Frank- 
furt and Regensburg. 

its aim is to promote coop- 
^n between doctors^ 
groups of patients and , in the 

^S term, to improve ou t£- 
bent treatment of the chmd 

Gabnele Ueffing says every- 


... =«r 




one has been most cntiri&k 
tic and supportive. -a« 

“Promotion of self-lfr 
■groups to encourage ands % 
port health and welfare!# 
cy” is the aim of a mqjtf 
programme the Fedes 
Ministry of Family. '*? 
Senior Citizens’ Affairsi 
been engaged in for sc$ 
rime. 

For three years it bad? 
•30 referral agencies for k, 
help groups all over the &&- 
try and commisskmed aji 
enrific survey of the effect 
their work Bom the Instil 
of Sociological Analysis d ■ 
Advice (ISAB), Cologne, 
rc 7ie conclusion reached* 
ISAB's Joa chim Brautt'f. 
that tt the promotion of# 
help as a basis of ft® 
oriented health and -wj®- ’ 
policy" was indispensable-. 

The institute bolcBy teeh ■• 
mends giving 
groups financial support ~ 
stepping op the suppoit $t 
to contact and 
agencies. 

. Much remains to bej$ 
™ this respect. Only d m ; 
nd of dties , such asjm . 
Munich orHambmg, Es(& / 
bf/p groups in tbcff tyM 
alloqati ODS ' RefcnriM ■■ . 
oes’ finances are nd3 - 
formfy arranged I > 

The Cologne agency'^* 
oanced by cbarityj.frfcf: * 
going to run out of& 

. Schneider says : 

a convinced that dim -. ' 
ffoups .can no -■ ‘ 

Wored. j bey; brie..:?#; 

their childhood* / " 
Kohier Stadt-Anzeiger- : - 
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Jordan Nationa! Committee to 


Insurance o^icials criticise 

services 




AMMAN 4fetrji) — Prime 
MjnirfcrTafwr Masri Wednesday - 
-onSsred - the te formation of a 
J ordimiart JSLai kmal Commftce to 
supervise the wnptementauon of 

pfo^jntttms relate# the “V/orU 
-Csltui^f ‘Dewlopmcnt.* 1 

programmes will be in 
<k|£ \ Hnptemensration of resolutions 

■&y. a^Tecommcndaticms by a world 

< ^% resoc «' held ia Mexico City in 
1 982 and approved by the U.N. 
Dto»- !! ■■■'• GWtei^ASBfetobly fe'Tteentber 

A(( 

The decaifc. lasting from jys« 
J' «£!p ttnlfl 1997 and sponsored by the 
,7^-g.w U- N . Edn ca t ionaK Scientific and 
J* ^f Cclror^l t^rgantsation . (UN> 
ESCO), entails’ carrying out vy- 
nv^ Vitious activities related to the en- 
.bancemenl of culture around the 
g Jr>workJ. 

The -aims of the cultural decide 
|g|Vi. ate related torecognirion of the 
cultural development dimension. 

„ reaffirmation of the cultural 
aisjt . Wcntity of -a nation, expanding 
r^Sfi the people's participation in 
colrural activities and mtentation- 
■-.** -aj -cooperation irf culture -related 

’■ 

;i 0' " 

Vo 


affairs. 

The United Nations h,rs called 
on all governments, world orga- 
nisations. !ion-go\ ernmenui 
groups and individuals concerned 
with culture to contribute to- 
wards the fulfillment of the de- 
cade's aims and objectives and to 
make available financial and hu- 
man resources for the fulfillnie.it 
of these goals. 

• ' The national committee, which 
is chaired by Minister of Culture 
KhaJed Kara Jo. is made up of ?h-_ 
secretaries genera! of the minis- 
tries of Education. Awqaf and 
Isbunk Affairs, Planning, Tour- 
ism. Information and Culture a-; 
well as representatives, from the 
University of Jordan. Yarmoun 
University. Mum University, Jlt 
dan Academy of Arabic, riic 
Jordanian Writers Federation 
and the Jordanian Artists Asso- 
ciation. 

The previous national commit- 
tee had met to discuss topi-.-. ,:rt.l 
issues related in Joidunian Ar.*l* 
and world cu! dues 


.. I 


^ King decries Kuwaiti violations 


By Odcli Odeh 

Special to rhi * /urcJiii Tiitie\ 

AMMAN - -01fic::rN*»f hvalrh 
•nsuranci.- funds in m.ijt-i 
Jordanian institutions and 
uvMiip.imes id Wednesday 
dial an increase in the fcr.\ n| 
.tonirfiiian specialists and doc- 
tors as approved and im 
I>lc men ted by the Iordan 
Medical Association IJMA! 
was. unjustified and demanded 
that rates that existed he fore 
January !'W| he reinstated 

The call came at the cm! of a 
llirec-hour meeting held at the 
Central Bank of Jordan l< 'RJ ' 
by representatives of major 
companies such as the Joidun 
Phosphate Mines < ompany 
the Jordan Elceuic Power 
Company (JLPCOi Jotdani.m 
hanks, the Jordan iS.-ti*>'ci:n> 
Ke finery Company. V u ri<oiu!> 
University and the Asv.i-Jiatuin 
■>f Jordanian Bank .. 

The ifM.re.iv-’ ■:» die . harpes 

by doctui, an-J .j i, 

disprop-'irli'Mi:!! .■ f* health ju 
■ai.nin: funds' 
whit!; draw Their tu>iu 

•Afiricc'lN w.ig,T ;!.a! i:.i\ ,• not 
unproved Kvause nt the pre- 


vnr economic difficulties, 
accoi cling to a statement at the 
meeting read by the funds' 
representative. W .slid 
Khiiyyat. 

Should doctors and special- 
ist;, continue to charge high 
fees tor their services, the 
ttc.illh insurance fund* of the 
majur firms will be affected 
with subsequent adverse con- 
sequences on the companies’ 
Tmdgeis and the workers' 
he.iSth services, Mr. Khayyiu 
said. 

What the companies hope. 
ir.‘ said. is to see JMA raise 
doctors rates reasonably and in 
a manner that would be within 
the workers' ability to pay. 

According to Mr. Ktvayy.vt. 
die health funds have submit- 
ted a memorandum tu JMA 
demanding that no increases in 
the fees be implemented until 
the end of IV9I and (h3t hos- 
pital fees should be frozen at 
u*asi until the beginning of 
!*JM2 The memorandum also 
Cfgcd the JMA to see to it that 
hospitals. diarpe the mtnituuni 
fee s»»r the set vice* in accorJ- 
jtive with the WS2 rate plus a 
'> jn:r cent extra charge, ex- 
cept fpi the intensive care ser- 


vices which should not exceed 
JD 12 per day. 

Commenting on the memor- 
andum, JMA Vice President 
Jaafar Huneiti said the in- 
crease in (he doctors charges 
was not large, ranging from 16 
per cent to 20 per cent. He also 
said that the doctors fees have 
not changed in the last 10 years 
and it was only reasonable to 
increase them now. 

Dr. Huneiti said there was 
no need for such meetings on 
the part of die various com- 
panies' funds and there should 
not be any problem about the 
charges for surgical operations 
because operations were nor 
included in the previous JMA 
rate. 

Doctors also live under diffi- 
cult economic conditions and 
they are entitled to have a 
raise, he said. Besides. Dr. 
Huneiti said, the cost of all the 
medical equipment and mate- 
rials used in medical services 
have risen sharply as was the 
rent of clinics and (he cost of 
living. 

He said that the JMA was 
keen on taking steps that 
would not harm the public 
interest. 


Government to open up 
housing units as remedy 
for shortage problem 


AMMAN ti.T-i — The govern- citizens and expatriates returning 
mem has decided to rent housing from Kuwait and the Gulf region 
units at eight housing estates ori- to rent any of the Housing units in 


ginally built by the Housing Cor- 
poration for low income groups 
income groups, 

The move is widely seen as pari 
of the government's on-going 
efforts to ease the housing shor- 
tage in the Kingdom. 

A Housing Corporation state- 
ment quoted by the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said that in imple- 
mentation of Royal directives to 
ensure decent houses for citizens 
in the country's various regions 
.and in harmony with the govern- 
ment's policy sun erne nt. the cor- 
poration has decided io allow all 


the eight housing estates. 

The move was taken to ease 
the crisis created by the huge 
demand for housing in the wake 
of the return to Jordan by 
thousands of citizens from the 
Gulf region, the statement said. 

Most of the 400.000 Jordanian 
and Palestinian expatriates living 
in Kuwait before the Gulf crisis 
have returned to Jordan since the 
outbreak of the crisis a year ago 
and. according to sources here, 
another 10.0IA) expatriates from 
Kuwait are expected this month 
and in September. 


As a result, there has been a 
strain on the country's water, 
electricity, health, educational 
and other services. 

In its announcement Wednes- 
day. the Housing Corporation 
said that expatriates and other 
citizens could rent nouses at 
estates near Maan (KS units), 
Tafileh (3U units], Ka.uk jiwo 
units). Dhihan units). S-tliab 
113 units). Mairuq <i3 units), 
Ajloun »3U units) and J crash (13 
units). 

The corporation said that 
citizens w ishing to rent or buy any 
of these 2! 5 housing dulls could 
contact its offices. 


Minister briefed on medical 
needs of Ai Balqa governorat 




^ (OnriJaeod from page I) 

— Liberation Organisation sym- 
! paihy for Iraq after it invaded the 
emirate Iasi year, b laying off 
over 100.000 civil servants — 
’•* many of them Palestinian. 

- - The King said a special com* 
lr «r mjmittet: had. left for the Iraq- 
• WlCwuit border to look after 
- Jordanians travellings -by land 
Sjy,. through Iraqi territory. 

- /:} ' Jordan is also making arrange- 
.*T* merits to help Palestinians who 
p rs *iii wane to - return to the Israeli' 
^ i*,v occupied territories, he said. 
Ct£ 0 : Government sources said 

lies;:.. Royal Jordanian was believed to 
be trying to arrange Soviet char- 
tered flights from Kuwait to Am- 
man after bang refused approval 
to land its own planes there. 

Kuwaiti travel agents have 
wlj arranged over 30 charter Rights 
OH; -v which are expected to return ab- 
C tbr " ^ 3.000 Jordanians by the end 
of August. 

•■Hundreds of other Palesti- 
nians, unable either to get seats 
— - — on flights or to remain in Kuwait 
without work permits, are tiaveU- 
.* — : ' ■ . 

__ Water uses 

,ft.- • (Coiifinettrfroat pag# 4y 

— Saving and conservation of 
arfsu water through the following. 
w.i*S (a) Conversfon of surface 
^ irrigation in to ^ipe irrigation in , 
“r. -order to increase the efficiency of 
® water uses, this would save 35 per 

9 cent in water consumption. 

(b) The mamtonance and im- 
provement of . Jordan National 


jvirfe- 


network, which would save 


jkfe cart in water consamptioo. 

at}’-. (£) The receding of sewage 
«fej - water For agricultural tmd indust- 
rial a pp lica tion*. 


aiij 


(d) The increase of water prices 


for the agricultural and industrial 
sectors m order to meet Ministry 
lipf Water and lxrigariop cost of 
^xeratioa and maintenance. 

.(*) Irrigation -water prices 
sbo^d vary with respect to the 
crops cultivated. 

! <d) ^)ce "the.. agriculture sector 
coestane^J per cent of the total 
^ water nsfcd. farmers should be 
t^^bnw^'mto^zhe dedsiorwnaking 
of v process Tegaixfitig ^ration and 
^ ^ maintenance of tibe brigadon net- 

- 

. i" ; - (g) Industrial Sims should be 
jjj f ^forced to bear the cost for dean- 


j> - 1 - The cncouragexnent of . the 
desert dams wherever 

orf . *— ■ fWMiqpng the water shor- 
^ssjoJftagcs in order to share the re- 
^'# ; Sponsifc®tybfwaieTConservation 
fflJ )»t^:tms^as3areness^ among the' 
I flpTabfic. ■'£ 

■ ■ 

^No solutions 

^ : (CM(baead fina2B page 1J 

T lutve inp nateimeat to make 
'or the goveroment on the whole 
gboPnatter,^ deputy government 


water resources, 
tb) JVA should start pumping 
• o-water ; from .flue Kng . Abdullah 
is * Canal in die winter season into 


if. 


Spokesman Norbert Schaefer told 


Zs$ '. ^dreign MinKtiy spokesman 
& j^id an exchange was. “not an 
P° jsue at die' moment, " an appa- 
rent switch from Bonn’s -previous 
jtB^taice of flatly rejecting any 
1 (Wade. 7 . . 

Kidnappers : who have held 
akt workers Heinrich 
. d®fneb%; 50^iid. Thomas Kemp- 
30,Vnce“May 1989 want the 
** ^slease from -Gennan prisons of 
9 * Joharapiad Ali Hamadi and his 
f0 -other. Abbas. 

. $ Former, hostage Hdwaid Tracy 
tnniedito ibe United States for 
June m a quarter of a 
i Wednesday after being 

from captivity.in Lebo- 

7 - - 7 ; . : 


■’ | Ministers toy ring southern regions 
promise to repair various projects 


ing by land through Iraq or Sauci 
Arabia. 

The King appealed for pubi* 
cooperation to help (he Kingdom i 
absorb over 300. MC) Jordanians i 
— almost oae-lenih of the entire I 
population <— who have already { 

" ,n Ih ' t,r ! damaged bv storms before winter 

Their return in such large num- 1 t 

bers has caused tendon, bringing 

concern over possible water ^hor- i . J 1 ’* Intrasduc 

taees. sending hourine costs soar- I (•» • :>nu 

ing and creating unprecedented ! fn <ids <*.*icrclv ;'f feet cd fry ilic las! 
traffic jams in Amman 
"We. have to stop talking nh.mr j 
all (he unim porta m Technicalities j 
and to address the conscience and J 


winter ?-Uwm in «*.u:ilk- , n Jnrd/n 
wdl ri; rcstoj-d * i ih.-ir iki'mm', 
I’.atiis I- .-f« it*** !ln •mi«;s w infer 
re.v-in VP'. I crvibir?:' pi yUc 

the faithful and loving hearts of i W,J ! ,** h,J P !,w 

all of us here in The coumry so i -(>•'- Jairnns. Dcpuiy 

that each and every one of us ■ ” rinL ' MmKir r ami Mmislfr •)! 


would fulfill his duties." the King 
told Jordan Radio lister nera. 

The Housing Ministry 
announced immediately after the 
King’s comments that it was lift- 
ing restrictions on more than 2ti0 
government-funded apartments 
and houses to help resetilc re- 
turaed citizens. 

•The King, who has condemned 
the exodus from Kuwait and 
other Gulf states as "a ;h:rJ 
wave** of enforced emigration to 
Jordan similar to those ot the 
1948 and 196? Arab-Israeli *ais. 
welcomed arrivals from Kuwait 
at Amman airport Monday and 
Tuesday. 

'T felt that in spile of the 
difficult circumstances which they 
passed through, they still earned 
their heads high with pride." he 
said. 


t Transport pnd (.Vmniinic .trior f. 
Ah SttfieiniM ::‘!:j-rr*Kcd here 
VYcdpCb.fay. 

Mr. Suheiinar. wi«u is turrczi. , ‘y 
leading j ihree-mcm^r mini.ire- 
rial committee oti a (••or of the 
affected snn* (hat die 

government was determined to 
repair till damages j 0 the vara ' in 
projects and help (hr local coun- 
cils implement their sc r. ices to 
titc local inhabitants. 

During a meeting at the gov- 
ernor’s office in Tafiieh. (he three 
ministers were briefed by Cov- 
entor Khakd Al Hawaii? or* the 
situation in Tafileh Govern*. irate 
;;n»l the work of a special cum.m'i- 
tes M’p^rsiring die tep.tir _nu 
reronitrudion work of roads, 
spring.;, canals, irrigation nel- 
{ wi'.r'.s. c* ilvcns and othci ii i ;>.•*.- 
irueiure damaged by the sicrnij. 

Tnc Lc”.cmmen! Ir.st ypnl aiio- 


ui»l JD i nuihon to finance 
repair and reconstruction work in 
the MHUh. 

Discussion at the meeting en- 
tered n ungc of subjects from 
.issigniny seats for Tafileh stu- 
<lei*is in universities to the ques- 
tion »»f supplying animal feed for 
<he livestock raised hv local far- 
mers. Constiucfing dams and 
drilling artesian wells to bt»osi 
agricultural activities was also re- 
viewed. 

Mr. Suhcirtia! told the meeting, 
attended by provincial governors 
and heads of local councils and 
prominent notables, that the gov- 
ernment was pursuing a policy of 
distributing services to all regions 
on equal footing and maintaining 
a dialogue with the local com- 
munities to identify their prob- 
fc:n*. 

"‘Jordan is going through very 
difficult economic circumstances 
as a result of the developments in 
:hc Arab World and in the wake 
o', the Gulf crisis, but the country 
has stood fast in the face of cbal- 
lenins." Mr. Suhcimat said. 

The current economic difficul- 
ties, which are caused partly by 
the consequences of the Gulf 


crisis and the return to the coun- 
try of hundreds of thousands of 
expatriates, require dose coop- 
eration on the part of the public 
and private sectors and among 
the people themselves, the minis- 
ter said. 

Mr. Suhcimat said that Jordan 
was confident that it would over- 
come the presert difficulties if 
such cooperation and serious en- 
deavours were made. 

Mr. Suheimat. who is accom- 
panied by Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Saad Have! 
Srour and Minister of Tourism 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti. told 
the meeting that the tour in the 
south had enabled the committee 
to gel better acquainted with the 
situation. 


SALT (Petra) — Minister of 
Health Mamdouh At Abbadi 
Wednesday Gsited Ai Balqa 
Govemorate where he met with 
Governor Faleh A I Gharaibeh 
and several officials in the aov- 
( ernorale and discussed the health 
situation in the governoratc and 
ways of promoting and develop- 
ing health services 

The minister also visited A! 
Hussein Hospital in Ai Sait where 
he was briefed by its director. 
Mohammad Ensour. on the ser- 
vices the hospital provides for 
citizens. They also discussed the 
requirements for speeding up the 
opening of the new hospital 
building, which cost JD l mtllion. 
in addition to renovating the old 
hospital’s building at an esti- 
mated cost of JD 45.0OU. 

Dr. Abbadi stressed the need 
to finish the last stages of the new 
Al Salt hospital quickly so it 
would soon be ready to serve 
citizens in the govemorate. 

He also affirmed the import- 
ance of opening new health cen- 
tres and expanding old ones so 
that they are able to meet the 
citizens' needls in light of the 
increase: in the population in the 
govemorate. 


Dr. Abbadi jImi visited th,- 
Balqa Health Department and 
met with its director. Samir Al 
Awamleh, who briefed him on 
the department's sections ami rhr 
health centres affiliated to it. 

The minister was a ho briefed 
on the various medical services 
provided to citizens bv the d»* 
panmeni and ii> various centres, 
the department % needs in moving 
to a larger building that w>*uld 


l'*.:i«v department mj the 
medical laboratories com pie* ,.nd 
the need to supply the depart- 
ment with medical supplies jnd 
anhulanees fi>r several hc-aliii cen- 
■' ;s. 

! V. Alrbadi. in response, called 
f > r solving the urgent medical 
fi'-rds -in-.! stirplvine some health 
i, oh laboratory cquip- 
" .:•* J : >r ihc .A IS; ;: H'*>p*(- 
.ay equi crcei.!. 


WHAT’S GO!H€ 


The following h»nng* are conprleif from mt'nrnh hu:!eim> jnJ 
the daily Arabic pre». Readers are aovivrri jo ienrV i.‘:c lined 
time and place with the ccncei nt<> rn^:i:uuor,> 

EXHIBITIONS 

■ft Exhibition of traditional embroideries and hand-made iit'ois ui 
the Jordan Intercontinental Hotel, 
tir Exhibition of paintings by Rihab A! A'amraary ut the keyai 
Cultural Centre. 

'& Art exhibition by Hassan A! Shishani at tfae Royal Ct&unti 
Centre. 
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Tender No. (6/91) 

Sale Of Used Truck - Tractors 

The Iraqi Jordanian Land Transport Company 
intends to sell (236) used Iruck tractors of type Styer 
manufactured, in 1981/1982. 

RELATED INFORMATION: 

!• Custom duties of those truck - tractors are unpaid. 

2. Offers can be submitted to buy one truck - tractor; or a 
number of truck-tractors or all quantity. 

3. Truck - tractors can be checked and inspected at the 
company’s garages in Aqaba, Jordan starting from 
August 15, 1991. 

4. Copies of terms conditions and technical specifications 
can be bought for the sum of (100) Jordanian dinars (JD) 
from the company's main offices in Amman, between 4th 
and 5th Circles. Jabal Amman, during official working 
hours (0900-1400), starting from (15-3-1991). 

Closing date for submitting offers is (15-9-1991). (1200 
hrs). 

Address: 

P.O.Box 5134, Amman*Jord@n 

Phone No.: 677680, 672502, 07250S 

TLX No.: 22237 

FAX No.: 602870 

Dr. Shaker Mahsdeen 

Director General 


5. 


6 . 
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JORDAN FERTILIZER INDUSTRY 
COORDINATION COMMITTEE 

Arab Potash 




Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company 

WISH 

A HAPPY INDEPENDENCE 
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Swimmers break 5 records at 
Jordan Swimming Championships 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Swimming is fast 
becoming a popular sport in Jor- 
' dan. This became apparent in the 
latest swimming championships 
held over a period of 7 days at the 
Crown Hotel and A1 Hussein 
Youth City swimming pools. 

“it is the first time that more 
than 200 swimmers representing 
different age groups participated 
ir. a competition.** said Khamis 
Ghaith. head coach of the Jorda- 
nian national swimming team and 
the Orthodox Club swimming 
team. 

Swimmers from Al Hussein 
Youth City, the Orthodox Club, 
the Ahli Club and the Crown 
Club took part in the Jordanian 
Swimming Clubs Championship 
organised by the Jordan Swim- 
ming Federation (JSF). 

This championship was the first 
of its kind with regard to the 
number of parti ripants and the 
way it was organised. Swimmers 
of oifferent age groups were 
awarded points according to their 
results, the accumulated points 
represented the standings of each 
team. The Orthodox Club led the 
team standings with 742 points, 
followed by Ai Hussein Youth 
City with 530 points; Al Ahli 
came in third with 519 points 
followed by the Crown team with 
171 points. 

Five Jordanian records were 
broken during the championship: 
The women's 100 and 200 metres 


breaststroke by women's cham- 
pion Lara Demirjian, the men's 
200m breaststroke by Ali Al 
Wazani, the 100m backstroke by 
Yousef Al Zarou and the 400m 
freestyle by Amer AI Wazani. 

According to officials and 
swimmers the latest cham- 
pionship and the Jordan Open 
Swimming Championship held 
earlier this month dearly proved 
that our best swimmers could do 
better and the youngsters have 
the potential if they are well 
taken care of. 

In the Open Championship six 
Jordanian records were broken. 
Three by Demirjian (Orthodox 
Club) arid three by the Wazani 
brothers (Al Hussein Youth 
City). 

The national ream was sup- 
posed to participate in the Arab 
Swimming Championships in 
Syria, but swimming events for 
short distances were cancelled. 
“We would have had the chance 
to break new records and we 
needed the chance to see how 
well our swimmers would per- 
form in a tight competition." 
commented coach Khamis 
Ghaith. 

Men's champion Ali Al Wazani 
who holds five Jordanian records, 
the 100m breaststroke at 1.14.29 
the 200m breaststroke at 2.44.06, 
the 200m individual medley at 
2.28.80 the 400m medley at 
5.51.29, and the 200m butterfly at 
2.43.54. said “lack of competi- 
tiveness affects our perform- 
ance." 



Lara Demirjian 

On Monday Ali broke his 200m 
breaststroke record with a time of 
2.42.03. 

He said: “It is natural that you 
are motivated to swim better in a 
close competition. Because we 
don't often have that, some re- 
cords stay unbroken for some 
time. With serious practice and 
competition,” Wazani added. “I 
believe I can do much better." 

Demirjian holds seven Jorda- 
nian records — The 100m breast- 
stroke at 1.27.99. the 200m 
breaststroke at. 3.12.93. the 
200m individual medley at 

3.04.19, the 400m medley at 

6.41.74, the 400m freestyle at 

6.07.16. the 200m butterfly at 

3.40.56 and the 200m backstroke 
at 3.26.99. 

On Monday Demirjian broke 


her 100m breaststroke record 
with a new time of 3.10.63. 

Like Wazani, Demirjian agrees 
that more practice and competi- 
tions abroad are extremely valu- 
able in evaluating our swimmers. 
She last participated abroad in 
the Saddam International Cham- 
pionship in Baghdad in 1988 
where she was chosen best swim- 
mer. 

Demirjian said: “You can’t ex- 
pect swimmers to be enthusiastic 
when you're swimming and the 
next swimmer is very far behind.” 

“If we want more swimmers at 
a competitive level in the future, 
swimming should be introduced 
at an early age." Demirjian said. 
'‘For example, youngsters who 
took part in the summer swim- 
ming camp at the Orthodox Club 
did better than expected in the 
latest championship." 

Yousef Al Zarou, who holds 
four Jordanian records in the 
100m and 200m freestyle, the 
100m backstroke and the 100m 
butterfly, said the national team 
should be provided with a mod- 
em Olympic-size pool 1 'prefera- 
bly with electronic timers." 

Zarou broke his previous 100m 
backstroke record of 1.11.33 by a 
time of 1.10.57 Tuesday. 

Other swimmers who partici- 
pated in the tournament were 
Amer Al Wazani who holds the 
record for the 1.500m freestyle at 
20.34.13. Amer broke the 400m 
freestyle with a time of 4.58,41 
compared to the previous 5.5.20. 

Among swimmers who came in 
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Ali Al Wazani 

first were TaJaJ Al Sbawa, in the 
men's 50m freestyle. Salim Skafi, 
in the 4x 100 relay; Janset Anz. in 
the 100m butterfly and Roula 
Abdul Hamid in the 100m, 200m 
and 400m freestyle. In the 16- 
year-olds group Yanai Bishe and 
Laila Khouri also came in first. 

Promising beginners include 
Tarek Khouri, Samar Nassar, 
Sandra Mis mar, Omar Dallal. 
Ma’ad B'dour. Roula Kattan. 
Ala’a Al Wazani, Omar Abassi 
and Nour Kayyal. 

Coach Ghaith said the next 
step will be “an evaluation of 


swimmers according to their re- 
sults in the past month in order to 
regroup the national team.” 

“We might have a tournament 
with the Iraqi men's team in early 
September." coach Ghaith said. 

“With the encouragement and 
attention of the Ministry of 
Youth, the Swimming Federa- 
tion. the serious training, as well 
as the enthusiasm and determina- 
tion of our swimmers will certain- 
ly pay-off. The important thing is 
the continued attention, practice 
and competition. I’m sure we can 
■io a lot better,*' Ghaith added. 



s3*©sr?s shews in brief i U.S. wins soccer gold at Pan Am Games 


Courier stops Pugh in Indianapolis 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — French Open champion Jim Courier 
lost oniy seven points on his serve after being broken in the 
opening game and defeated U.S. Davis Cup teammate Jim Pugh 
6-4. 6-4 Tuesday nigh! in the second round of the U.S. Hardcourts 
Tennis Tournament. “1 started a little bit slow, but I got going 
when l needed to." said Courier, seeded second behind defending 
champion Boris Becker in the event at the Indianapolis Sports 
Centre. “I thought I played pretty well in the beginning. I let up in 
the first set." said Pugh, who jumped to a 2-0 advantage in the 
opening set or.K to be caught when he was broken in the eight 
game. The two held serve in the second set before Courier won 
the match's Final game with two forehand passing shots. 

Seles defeats Reinach in Los Angeles 

MANHATTAN BEACH, California (AP) — Top-seeded Moni- 
ca Seles needed only 44 minutes ro defeat Elna Reinach 6-1 , 6-0 in 
a :e:cr.d-round match of the Virginia Slims of Los Angeles 
:ou:n ament. Reinach won the second game of the first set when 
she held serve. Each set lasted only 22 minutes. Seles appeared to 
be having an extended practice session, trying out forehands and 
backhands with one hand when she usually hits with two. “I've 
been practicing with one-handed shots.” Seles said. “I did that so 
I could cover the court better. I started to relax and I focused on 
trying to finish the match as soon as possible. “! only practiced for 
half an hour before the match.” Kimiko Date of Japan scored a 
6-4, 6-1 victory over fifth-seeded Leila Meskhi of the Soviet 
Union in an earlier second-round match. 

Moreno wins cycling medal in Stuttgart 

STUTTGART (R) — Young Spaniard Jose-Manuel Moreno 
caused an upset j uesday by winning the first gold medal of the 
world cycling championships in the men’s amateur one kilometre 
time trial event. Tne 22-year-old outpaced the field to win his first 
world title in one minute 3.827 seconds as Soviet defending 
champion and prc-race favourite Alexander Kirichenko finished 
back in a surprising fifth place. 


HAVANA (AP) — The United 
States won a very special gold in 
soccer and narrowed the gap with 
Cuba with four easy golds in the 
pool at the Pan American 
Games. 

In perhaps the biggest soccer 
victory in U.S. history, the Amer- 
icans — many of whom figure to 
represent the country in the Bar- 
celona Olympics — edged Mex- 
ico 2-1 in overtime. Joe-Max 
Moore scored on a superb free 
kick and Goa Ie Brad Friedet 
made three spectacular saves to 
preserve the lead. 

“This is a very big accomplish- 
ment for the U.S.” said Moore. 
“We haven’t done well soccer- 
wise in the Pan American Games. 
This shows a few people we have 
come along a little, that we've got 
a lot of talent and in the future, 
we will be even better." 

The United States will be host 
to the World Cup in 1994. and 
this first Pan Am gold was further 
evidence that U.S. soccer players 
are able to compete on the inter- 
national scene. 

“We are hodling our own with 
anybody,” coach Lothar Osian- 
der said. 

On land and in the water, 
speed runs in Dorsey Tierney’s 
family. 

The cousin of former Indy 500 
champion Danny Sullivan, Tier- 
ney shattered the Pan Am record 
in the women's 200-metre breast- 
stroke twice Tuesday as U.S. 
swimmers captured four more 


golds and three silvers. 

Meanwhile, three athletes, in- 
cluding a Mexican rower who 
won a gold medal, tested positive 
for banned drugs. 

Jose Antonio Gomez, who won 
a gold in double sculls, and Cana- 
dian shot putter Georgette Reed, 
who did not place, were the only 
athletes identified by Pan Amer- 
ican Sports Organisation Presi- 
dent Mario Vasquez Rana, a 
native of Mexico. Both used ban- 
ned cold medicines. 

“The third positive test was 
found today, but we only have 
the number of the sample and not 
the name of the athlete.” Vas- 
quez Rana said at a news confer- 
ence Tuesday night.” The name 
will be announced Thrusday.” 

“It hurts to make this kind of 
announcement." Vasquez Rana 
added. “But I must insist that 
none of these athletes have taken 
stimulants to improve their per- 
formance. We can assure that 
Paso is free from stimulants and 
heavy drugs, marijuana and 
cocaine.” 

Several thousand fans at the 
water polo pool sang "Happy 
Birthday" to Fidel Castro in 
Spanish when he arrived Tuesday 
night, and the Brazilian team, 
winners of the the bronze, later 
sang it again to him in Portu- 
guese. Cuba won the gold medal 
and the United Stales the silver. 

After the 11th day of competi- 
tion, the United States dosed 
Cuba's gold-medal lead to 116- 



I HE&? YOU LOST A CLOSE 
MATCH TO A SAND0A6GER.. 


NO, IT OJAS A GIRL ... 
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109 while pulling farther ahead in 
overall medals 287-230. 

The only race American swim- 
mers haven't won among 10 in 
two days of competition was the 
men's 100 butterfly, the spedality 
of Olympic champion Anthony 
Nesty of Surinam. 


U.S. fighters were 1-1 Tues- 
day. leaving only six of the 12 
fighters in the semifinals. Michael 
D.smoss won at 165 pounds, but 
Patrick Byrd lost at 147. 

In men's softball. Canada beat 
the United States 3-1 to win the 
gold medal. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY AUGUST 16, 3991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
evening you may fed (hat life just 
isn't worih ail the fuss bur there is a 
ray of light present in suggestions 
given by a very understand and 
(or) spiritual person who proves 
the presents problems are opportu- 
nities. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You now are able to use this day to 
tie up those loose ends in any 
alliance or association matters and 
to please your partners by showing 
some interests in their problems. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is your day to get busy at all of 
those projects that require you use 
your sense of neat touch and fine 
finish to produce the best results. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever spare time you have 
should be spent this day in thor- 
oughly enjoying whatever you get 
a big Wick out of so don’t be lazy 
and enjoy this diversion. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever you would like 
to do that can make conditions 
easier and more pleasant at your 
home can be great for you now so 
act quick. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 1 You 
find you can have many good 
discussions with all with whom you 
have any daily contact so get every 
organised with them that is a vital 
concern. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) This is your time to make a 
special point to improve the 


appe arance and value of any prop- 
erty or possessions so you are in a 
better financial. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) This is your time to make 
certain that you do prepare to do 
whatever you like the most for you 
have the power of the planets to 
assist you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 2.' > Look to those behind the 
scenes interest that require some 
sped a) attention for you can easily 
get them done with little effort on 
your part. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21 > Get out in the world 
of activity now with friends and 
acquaintances and make a point to 
do the soaal things that can bring 
you success. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can start the day 
by coni: cling that official or execu- 
tive wbc has it in his power to give 
you the backing you need in any 
project. 

AQUARl'US: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your interest in a good, 
fresh new approach at gaining 
additional knowledge and under- 
standing is now ar a new high so 
take full advantage. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
201 Take some time out to attend 
lo those business or personal 
obligations which you have incur- 
red and which you have been 
putting off until later. 
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STAY AWAY FROM DANGER 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 

NORTH 

* K J 7 2 

TKJ 83 

! K 6 4 

* A 6 

WEST EAST 

♦ A 6 9 8 3 

7* A 7 C$ 

: A 10 9 5 3 V Q J 8 7 2 
4KQJ 7 2 #IO 943 

SOUTH 

* Q 10 6 5 4 
Q 10 9 6 4 2 

v Void 

#86 

The bidding: 

West North East South 

1 V Dbl Pass 4 T 

Dbl Rdbl Pass Pass 

.Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of ♦ 

The motto of a capable declarer 
could be: Do unto others before they 
do unto you. How many errors in 
bidding and play can you spot on 
this deal? 

West led the ace of spades and 
shifted to the king of clubs. Since 
the hand would be a claimer once 
trumps were out of the way, declarer 
shot up with dummy's ace as East 
followed with the ten to show pos- 
session of the nine, then led a 
trump. West won, bravely led a low 
club, and East bad an entry to give 
hjs partner a spade ruff. What's 
your verdict? 


First, Wet it's decision to double 
was more out of pique than any 
conviction tViat be could defeat the 
contract. Certainly West should act. 
and since a minor-suit fit with part- 
ner might bi*. enough for game, we 
favor a bid of five dubs. North's 
redouble was sheer greed. With lim- 
ited defensive capability. North 
should have l>een quite satisfied to 
play a doubler! contract. East's deci- 
sion to sit for Jour hearts, even with- 
out a redouble, also is mysterious. 
With such a d istributional hand, no 
points and five-card support for 
partner's suit, we would have run to 
five diamonds 

South gets a double charge fur the 
play. West wan obviously angling for. 
a spade ruff, so East had to he kept 
iff lead at ail cost. The simple way 
to accomplish i hat would have been 
to hold up the ace of chibs for one 
round, a play that ran no risk. 

Even after Running the club ace 
though, declarer could have recov- 
ered. Since it was a moral certainty 
that West held i;he ace of diamonds, 
declarer had available a loser-on- 
loser avoidance play. South could 
have lad the king of diamonds from 
the table at trick three and. when 
East could not c over, discarded his 
dub. 

Quite an impressive charge sheet 
for one simple bndge hand! And the 
purist might add tvf n more. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY AUGUST 15, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: Dis- are you able to get others :o go 
content can put you behind the along with any plans you may 
eight-ball if you let your compan- have. 

ions see that you have little coosid- i tr »A: (September 23 to October 
oration for them and rry to break 22) This is your time to do whal 
up an existing alliance or condi- please a shut-in whether phySi- 

tkms. cally or mentally so get your chdrii- 

AMES: (Mud. 21 10 April 19) »bje * orkin * *. 

You are able to case conditions by k,nd and 

letting one who is side-by-side with SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 

you know that you are devoted and ber 21) Whatever you warn to do 
appreciate and value their associa- where a good friend is concerned 
tion. requires you put yourself in- Jus. 

_ . _ position and first do what delights . 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) before asking for help. 

You now are able to find some way - -v, . 

to lift the burden that has been so SAGITTAWUS: (November to 

.onerous and to pretty well get rid December 21) You cejtanly want 

of if by blotting it out of your mind. to E ct th ^ 1 interest 

r * „ „ . and quickly get ir is back of you n- 

GEMINI: (May 21 to Jone 21) This ^ y, at simple to make a pain; 

is your day to focus your tone and {Q handle carefully, 
energies every moment possible on - 

your home and matters connected CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 

with your residence that requires January 20 j This is the tjmc to rook 

some' creative thinking. for some new pleasure Jhtt al» 

,, __ . can bring you more awareness of 

MOON CHnJ)REN: (Jiinc 22 to how ^ impress the one chsa 
July 21) This i s the time when you ^ S you 

need to use much care m motion jr ■ . , 

and to do nothing that could upset AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febrn-. 
routines that you have established ary 19) Look into die various 
now things you have promised to do 

. ' .. , . , and try lb add something colourful 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Tlunk ma ? ke them ptexJng to 

out what you can do that will add othere lhal will meet. ■ . 
to your income and revenue rather ■ '•••".• 

than endangering your security by PISCES: (February 20 to. March 
some unwise or impulsive invest- 20) Look to partners for the 
ments ■ - answers to ' how to raakr ; yoor_ 

. _ . alliance more effective and opera- 

YHtGO: ( August 22 to September jj vc ^ yog-find then thsr you win 

22) Now you find that on£ by o£ My J 

eliminating the severe expression thcv j^ Vfi 
and giving a fine and radiant smile * 


Your birth stone = Security 


WcrtC Resoursw- Dasani i Co. Ire. 

W Jevwrtere- G9<T* 


' Arona*. Pn T-* Ja.Ta*“5 ' 
AinreAh-«nx*i-uirf- 6: 1 - yd* 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Barnes 



"That will be nice to protect your eyes from the sun: 
Now where's the top to the bikini?" 


flllifeujilfc 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


OSHUE 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


ARCTT j 



□ 

- 



FUELEY 


CH1SPY 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: FABLE 


HE ALWAYS ACCCV/i - 
PANfEP HIS WIFE. TO 
THE OPERA, WHETHER 
HE NESTED THIS 
OR NOT. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested ny the above cartoon. 


(Answers Monday? 
ROTATE PREACH 


A BIG "OPERAl 


THE Daily Crossword by 


George Urquharr 


ACROSS 
? Action word 
5 TirtehoWw 
?0 Suffragist Carrie 
Chapman — 

1« Smell 

15 Rope fiber 

16 Brutish man 

17 Boy. Sp. 

18 By oneself 

19 fncurson 

20 Assume 

23 Diner sign 

24 Indigent 

25 Deep sleep 
28 Lukewarm 

31 — Bn n Adhem 

32 Free 

34 OK iowp 
37 Business ploy 

40 Nauncai -snefier 

41 Revolve 

42 irritate 

43 Shaded recess 
A a Pakistan's 

neighbor 
45 Rohr city 


;« aaai 

I 


ami 


aiiBS la HIPV 

B’aaa' iia 

Lagie^ssssa 


63 — 

Gardner 
6* Subsequent to 
65 String soy 

DOWN 

1 Wernher — 
Braun 

2 Blue-pencil 

3 Barrett or Jafle 

4 Escaped irom 
prison 

5 Expertise 

6 Nimbi 

7 Cupid 

8 Chm. dynasty 
S Equal 

10 — beef 
1 * Type size 

12 Attempted 

13 Stuffed bear 


28 Mongolian 

29 Coup d' — 

30 Food fish 

32 Radiate 

33 Network of 
nerves 

34 Marked by great 
nnthUSBSiti 

35 Food shop' 

36 Region 

38 Gott dubs 

39 in an elaborate 

manner 
43 " — Bailey" 

4a Public hguae 

45 Piano piece 

46 Mora 
reasonable 

47 Dexterity 

48 Code man . 

49 External 
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URtiHRnSonn 

tinnn^Qjln] 

gP™ * 

RggHnonnnfjR 
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White Paper sets the record straight on Jordan’s Gulf position 

‘From the beginning. . . Jordan made clear that it did not accept acquisition of territory by force’ 


Eadjexltus mom} i. on the first anniversary of Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, the 
-government of -Jordan issued a White Paper containing an analytical 
exposition ofreconJs. events and decisions that shaped Jordan s position on 
• *?> 0™ wen and later solve ir on the basis of 

mto-Kitkirai legitimacy and Arad cooperation. The paper includes a number 
of important documents ffom official and public sources, among which is a 
fera rr hithe rto unpubbshed from His Majesty e he King to President Saddam 
' jSe r r -‘ 22 f'f* tor/ Following is the full text of the introduction 

to the White Paper. _which outlines and explains Jordanian policies on the 
Ctjms and the war that followed (documents referred to io the text have mostly 
.. been published ip the Jordan Times earlier or can be found in the booklet 
wn.-efi is_ available at the Ministry of Information); 


THE object of this White Paper is 
to describe the policies of the 
Government cif Jordan daring the 
various stages of the Golf crisis 
between the uimmcr of 1990 and 
early 1991, with related . docu- 
mentation from official and pub- 
& sources. Over many years and 
particularly during this period, 
the Jordanian .'leadership made 
great efforts to prevent the de- 
terioration of relations between 
" Iraq and Kuwait and to encour- 
age the amicable resolution of 
problems between them: it con- 
tinued these efforts within the 
context of the new situation cre- 
ated by Iraq's invasion of Kuwait 
in order to . contain the crisis, 
reversing the occupation of 
Kuwait by Iraq and resolving all 
the causes of the eruption peace- 
fully through Arab mediation. 
When these efforts failed, Jordan 
continued to take initiatives to 
convince the members of the Un- 
ited Nations to pursue diplomatic 
measures to solvtr the crisis, and 
to avoid decisions which would 
lead to military confrontation. 
When these initiatives also tailed, 
Jordan strove to avert hostilities 
before widespread and perhaps 
irrejmrable .damage could be 
done to the pohrical. social, hu- 
man and ecological environment 
of the region. 

At this time when Jordan is 
exerting efforts to repair the dam- 
age done to inter-Arab rela- 
tionships by the crisis, and to 
remove nti&tmderstandtngs and 
sources of friction which may 
have temporarily clouded some 
of her traditional friendships, the 
intent of this Paper is not to 
re-open wounds or to cast blame 
cn one party or another for deci- 
sions taken, in the past, but rather 
to clarify, once and for all, the 
realities and the motivation be- 
hind Jordan's policies towards the 
conflict between Iraq -and 
Kuwait, and towards the interna- 
tional developments to which that 
conflict gave rise.: - 

It is the belief of the Jordanian 
ieadershipthat the restoration of 
fraternal relations between mem- 
bers of the Arab community, and 
of Jordan’s: relations -with 'all 
members of the international 
community, -depends not on 
trying to deny or forget that there . 
were opposing points of view and 
conflicting policies, but rather on 
an honest and factaahy-exact re- 
cord of events and decisions in 
order' ihat mistakes or misjudg- 
meats may be dearly recognised, 
and hopefully avoided in the fu- 
ture. •• 7 _ •• 

Jordan’s active involvement in 
all phases of the Gulf crisis was 
thc pKxtact of three factors: its 
geographic position and dose so- 
cial, economic and political links 
wnfoiraq.'Kuwajt and the Gulf; a 
shared sense of belonging to the 
Arab' community, a common 
cultural Uhmtity ’ and a common 
destiny; arid the recent formation 
of the Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACXQ.lkjJong Jordan, Egypt, 
Iraqund the Yemen, over which 
His Majesry.King Hussein pres- 
idedln l990. the second year of 
its msteuce. It was therefore 
ramrod that Jordan should play a 
ieatfiijg role fo seeking to avert a 
conflict., between countries with 
whom it was . closely associated, 
and to rave the people of the 
re0on:fi8taj r the consequences of 
a war which it deariy foresaw. 

Ia.aH its efforts Jordan main- 
tained aneocral position between 
the parpe^ to the conflict, and 
comistentiysought to assume the 
tx^'of^n^Rasor essential to any 
swe^for attempt to resolve 
op^^m^aainMi ^and counter- 
dau^ T&’twb main sources of 

contention -between the govern- 
ments of fraqriand Kuwait were a 
dispute .abbot- the frontiers be- 
tweeathetwa dates', and another 
on iheti^jtS to the production of 
odfrfKn the Rnmaileh oilfield. In 
addtion fothat, there was the oid 
Interest in securing an outlet 
to. the waten trf" the Gulf which 
had heetr denied them because of 
the way iir which the boundaries 
betweea tiK- two countries were 
^j>y;foe repi e se at a tive erf 
the British government in 1922. 

. • Thesd scrarces of contention 
have been easily 
removed through the mediation 
of ^m hfer?Arab governments, 
bbfiged by virtue of 
^^^eufoeafthq) erf the Arab 
I^gw ttfmake serious efforts to 
tiad;aa_Arab solution, in con- 
formi^ iwffi the rides, of the . 
Ualtn lotions Chatter relating 
to tbo pcacetiil settlement of re-, 
gfonaf disputes (Chapters 6 & 8). 
This 6as been Iordan’s aim from 
the time : it became dear at .the' 
Arab .Summit meeting, held tn 
Baghdad in May 1990, that a - 
dangerous- situation has arisen 
from the government of Iraq’s 


inability to obtain satisfaction 
from the government of Kuwait 
on the issues of the level of and 
rights to production from the 
Rumaiieh field, and from the 
adverse impact of a depressed 
international market oil price on 
the Iraqi economy, believed by 
the Iraqi’s to be dne to Kuwait’s 
and the United Arab Emirates' 
confirmed production of oil 
above the quotas set by OPEC. 

In the last week of July 1990. 
His Majesty made serious 
attempts to metfiate between Iraq 
and Kuwait, and obtained assur- 
naces from President Saddam 
Hussein that Iraq would not re- 
sort to force in settling its dis- 
putes with Kuwait as long as 
negotiations were underway. 
While similar attempts at media- 
tion were meeting with some 
positive response from both 
sides, action taken by external 
forces aggravated and escalated 
foe atmosphere of contention, not- 
ably the naval exercises carried 
out by the United Slates Navy in 
the Gulf and the vote taken by 
the American Senate on July 27 
to cut off all foodstuff supplies 
and prohibit the transfer of milit- 
ary equipment and technology to 
Iraq. His Majesty King Hussein 
visited Baghdad on July 29 and 
Kuwait the next day, urging both 
governments to exercise flexibil- 
ity in what tuned out to be the 
last-minute attempt to defuse the 
situation. Unfortunately the 
Kuwaiti authorities seemed to 
have a false sense of security and 
were reluctant to understand the 
danger of the situation — and the 
extreme Iraqi .anger with Kuwait 
at leadership level with troops ma 
ssed by both sides — probably 
because they believed that they 
could rely on immediate foreign 
support in the event of their 
territory being invaded. 

With Iraq’s perception of a 
threat of external intervention 
and ao intrasigent mood in 
Kuwait, a meeting between the 
representatives of both sides, 
held in Jeddah on July 31, was 
doomed to failure. Even so the 
Iraqi army’s invasion of Kuwait in 
the early houis of the morning of 
Aug. 2 took the Government of 
Jordan by surprise. His Majesty 
was informed that the invasion 
bad taken place at exactly 5:50 
a.m. through a telephone call 
from His Majesty King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia, who requested that 
President Saddam should be 
urged to Barit his invasion to the 
extent of the disputed boundaries 
between Iraq and Kuwait until 
the whole dispute could be re- 
strived peacefully. When asked by 
King Hussein about where the 
Iraqi forces were, he was shocked 
to learn that they were approx- 
imately six kilometres from 
Kuwait city and stfli moving in. 
Iraq’s borders and airspace were 
dosed and ail attempts to tele- 
phone the Iraqi president failed 
until be returned His Majesty’s 
calls just after midday on Aug. 2. 
His Majesty was informed that in 
response to a measured approach 
from Arab governments — and 
not to .threats, provocation, or 
condemnation — Iraqi forces (by 
now essentially in occupation erf 
all of Kuwait) would begin to 
withdraw from Kuwait within 
days and complete their with- 
drawal witirin weeks. 

Shortly after this telephone 
conversation and on that same 
day, Aug. 2, His Majesty flew to 
Alexandria to meet with Presi- 
dent. Mubarak who urged him to 
visit Baghdad as soon as possible, 
a request that was endrosed by 
His Majesty King Fahd. The 
Jordanian and Egyptian heads of 
state also spoke with U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush who consi- 
dered the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait as totally unacceptable 
and who voiced concent for the 
lives and well being of foreigners 
canght in the middle of this erup- 
tion. HSs Majesty informed the 
American president that he be- 
lieved he needed 48 hours during 
which he could travel to Iraq to 
gpt specific commitments from 
President Saddam for an Iraqi 
withdrawal under the terms of an 
Arab solution, within the context 
of the original telephone conver- 
sation His Majesty bad made 
with him. 

It was agreed between His 
Majesty and President Mubarak 
that the Arab League should de- 
fer issuing a condemnation of 
Iraq pending the success or fea- 
ture of His Majesty’s mission to 
Baghdad to find out the Iraqi 
position on two proposals : name- 
ly, a commitment by the Iraqi 
government to withdraw from 
Kuwait as soon as possible, ami 
an agreement from Iraq to attend 
& mini- Arab summit in Jeddah to 
disc uss and settle all facets of the 


Iraq -Kuwait dispute. 

These prosposals were enthu- 
siastically endorsed by President 
Mubarak, who had the Jordanian 
foreign minister flown to Cairo in 
his presidential G4 jet to cooper- 
ate with the Egyptian foreign 
minister during the meeting of 
Arab foreign ministers, already in 
session in Cairo, with the aim of 
restraining the impatience of ihe 
foreign ministers of the Gulf 
states to condemn Iraq. 

On the following morning of 
Aug. 3, King Hussein flew to 
Baghdad, having broken his jour- 
ney for only a few hours in 
Amman, and secured President 
Saddam's agreement to a solution 
of the crisis within the Arab 


same day. declare its intention to 
begin withdrawing its forces from 
Kuwait at 7 p.m. on Aug. 5. 

At the same time that His 
Majesty was discussing the prop- 
osals jointly agreed upon be- 
tween himself and President 
Mubarak, the Egyptian govern- 
ment issued a statement conde- 
mning the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait. Upon his return to Am- 
man, His Majesty called Presi- 
dent Mubarak to inform him of 
the agreement he had reached 
with President Saddam Hussein, 
and to express his regret a; ihe 
Egyptian statement. Presidcm 
Mubarak's explanation to His 
Majesty was that he was under 
great pressure: and that he had 


Foreign Minister. Mat-wan Al 
Qassem, had warned of the dan- 
gers of adopting the resolution at 
a time when efforts were being 
made by His Majesty and other 
Arab leaders to pave the way for 
a mini-summit and to contain the 
crisis. None the less, iate on the 
night of Aug. 3. the resolution 
war. adopted by a majority of 14 
members. The Jordanian repre- 
sentative abstained from voting 
on this resolution and made an 
explanation of vote (Document 
II). 

The passage of this resolution 
effectively frustrated Jordanian 
efforts to arrange for a mini- 
summit, hardened ihe attitude of 


Jordanian efforts and had showed 
every sign of genuinely seeking a 
diplomatic resolution to the crisis 
— had also been subjected to 
strong pressure — together with 
other Arab states. 

Jordanian anxiety about the 
course of events was further in- 
tensified by the arrival of Foreign 
Minister. Marwan Ai Qassem. on 
that same day as His Majesty was 
meeting with his aides. Mr. Qas- 
sem bore the text of the draft 
resolution prepared by the Arab 
foreign ministers at the meeting 
of the Organisation of Islamic 
Conference in Cairo which con- 
demned Iraq for its invasion of 
Kuwait. His Majesty's immediate 


King’s letter to Saddam: Jordan waited for 
positive Iraqi response 


Letter from His Majesty King Hussein to 
H.E. President Saddam Hussein of Iraq 


Your Excellency, our brother. 
President Saddam Hussein of 
Iraq, may God Protect you. 

1 have just returned from the 
Rabat meeting to which His 
Majesty. King Hassan 11 invited 
me, as he also invited His Excel- 
lency President Chadli Benjedid. 
The subject of the meeting was 
the Gulf crisis which has become 
the crisis of the Arab Nation since 
its beginning on Aug. 2 when 
Iraq's troops occupied Kuwait 
With this event started a danger- 
ous slide towards the unknown, 
increasing in intensity with every 
day and hour as we see that what 
our nation accomplished through 
its snuggle since the beginning of 
this century is threatened with 
extinction or destruction. This is 
happening after the end of the 
cold war period and at a time 
when the world is witnessing the 
birth of a new era and when the • 
international game is being gov- 
erned by laws and rules different 
from those we have been familiar 
with so far. 

With the beginnings of a period 
of hope and promise came the 
Gulf crisis which revolves around 
oil, which all nations need and 
which constitutes, more than at 
any previous time, the most im- 
portant base of a new era in 
which nations aspire to live in a 
world where peatx and coopera- 
tion prevail. 

Our Arab area has become of 
the utmost importance for this 
world, not only because of its 
location and size and the volume 
of its market, but also for its vast 
oil reserves which are estimated 
to represent two thirds of the 
world's oil reserves or more. 

The large industrial powers saw 
in the Gulf crisis a golden oppor- 
tunity to reorganise the area 
according to designs in harmony 
with their ambitions and in- 
terests, at the expense of the 
aspirations and interests of the 
Arab peoples, and to put in place 
a new international order. 

The dangers that these de- 
velopments present do not elude 
you. Whatever our reservations 
about the way the Arab order 
functioned until Aug. 2, 1990 
they do not justify sacrificing the 
achievements of our nation. In 
particular they do not justify sac- 
rificing the great achievements of 
Iraq under your leadership which 
have become the source of Arab 
pride. 

This is nor only my opinion but 
that of His Majesty King Hassan 
Q and President Chadli Benjedid 
and certainly the view of the 
Arab masses. This is why we feel 
genuine anxiety for Iraq and its 
leadership, and feel the necessity 
for protecting and preserving 
them. It is our right to express 
our opinion of what is going on 
because a disaster — if it should 
befall Iraq, God forbid — will 
affect us all. 

Based on his understanding 
and assessment which I share 
with His Majesty King Hassan II 
and His Excellency President 
Chadli Benjedid, and our true con- 
cern for the preservation of Iraq 
and what it represents — I have 
been asked by President Ben-- 
jedid and His Majesty King Has- 
san to pose the following question 


to Your Excellency as a start of a 
sincere, collective Arab effort in 
ihe hope of a quick response. 
What are ihe specific, reasonable 
and acceptable demands of Iraq 
from Kuwait as far as its borders 
with Kuwait and its need for 
access to the deep waters of the 
Gulf are concerned: or with re- 
spect to the debts and financial 
compensation for the Rumeiieh 
oil. or other demands if they 
should exist? In other words; 
what are ihe Iraqi demands in 
their final reasonable and realistic 
form from the state of Kuwait 
which may gain fhe acceptance of 
the Arab leaders with whom ! 
met before my last visit to you. so 
that, along with His Majesty King 
Hassan II and President Ben- 
jedid. we will try to persuade the 
concerned party and other Arab 
leaders, and arrive at an Arab 
solution of the problem before it 
is too late and before the oppor- 
tunity (and this is my worst fear) 
is lost, and the situation deterio- 
rates into a destructive military 
confrontation which will bring 
disaster not only to Iraq, but also 
to the entire Arab Nation. 

Certainly Your Excellency 
knows that we are committed to 
the principle of the inadmissibil- 
ity of the acquisition of territory 
by force, not only because this is 
an internationally accepted prin- 
ciple. but also because of the 
Israeli occupation of Arab terri- 
tories. Failure to apply this prin- 
ciple — especially in our area — 
will constitute a dangerous prece- 
dent of which Israel will take 
advantage, with all that that im- 
plies in terms of threats to the 
security and existence of Jordan 
and to our national security in 
general. As you know there is an 
Arab consensus on adherence to 
this principle making the acquisi- 
tion of territory by force un- 
acceptable, especially if it should 
lead to the elimination of a state 
which is a member of the Arab 
League and the United Nations. 
It surely cannot elude Your Ex- 
cellency that this situation (the 
occupation of Kuwait) is the first 
of its kind in the context of the 
new circumstances prevailing in 
the world. This is impossible for 
anyone to accept, and to be silent 
about it would be a precedent 
that might encourge others in 
other regions of foe world to 
follow. This, in turn, will lead to 
the eruption of conflicts and in- 
stability in many regions, at a 
time when the world is moving 
towards resolving, not exploding, 
conflicts. This explains the wide 
agreement and support of the 
international community for the 
stand of the United States which 
we know had hidden objectives, 
other than its stated goal of 
achieving the withdrawal of Iraq 
from Kuwait and foe return of the 
legitimate government. 

It is important that Your Excel- 
lency should know that the 
majority of the Arab peoples 
rightfully fear for Iraq with its 
scientific, human, military and 
material capabilities. This fear for 
Iraq has reached a point where 
many believe foal a trap has been 
set up for Iraq, a trap in which it 
fell, creating the opportunity 
awaited by the enemies of the 
nation to strike and destroy Iraq 


under the guise of helping 
Kuwait, and in the name of inter- 
national legitimacy. In fact they 
ate trying to eliminate Iraq, and 
destroy the hopes of our Arab 
Nation for wha: it represents, and 
destroy our nation's confidence in 
itself. 

I personally realised this from 
the beginning, and based on this 
knowledge I made strenuous 
efforts within my capacity to 
reach an Arab solution in order 
to thwart the designs against Iraq 
and the Arab Nation. Obstacles 
were put arul arc still being put in 
my way. Matters have deterio- 
raied at a rapid pace and the area 
has reached the threshold of ex- 
plosion. In reality, i do not see 
that there is much time ahead of 
us to avoid disaster. 

The war. if it should start, will 
be won in the end by one part or 
another, but the real losers will 
be us. the Arab ...we who believe 
in the right .of our nation to life 
whether we are in Iraq or in any 
other part of our wide Arab 
homeland. 

If. however, with the help of 
God, the war is successfully 
avoided, and we are able to /each 
an Arab solution, then Iraq will 
have achieved much despite the 
pain and the losses which have 
accompanied the crisis. Iraq will 
have succeeded in preserving the 
achievements of its people and 
nation, it will have solved its 
problem with Iran; it will have 
successfully drawn attention to 
the gap between the wealthy 
Arabs and the poor ones, and 
established this issue as a national 
one in the consciousness of the 
Arab peoples, and gained sup- 
port and understanding for this 
even in the international area: it 
will have attained its legitimate 
demands which were a source of 
contention with Kuwait: it will 
have succeeded in embarrassing 
the world which has neglected the 
Palestine issue, and forcing it to 
fulfill its responsibility to imple- 
ment international resolutions as 
it did in Kuwait: and Iraq will 
have destroyed for our enemies 
the oppon unity of exploiting divi- 
sions within the Arab nations. 

We are now- on the threshold of 
a new A rah era in which things 
will never be as they were before 
if we reach a peaceful solution 
within an Arab framework. Will 
you help us all in protecting these 
achievements? 1 believe it is with- 
in our capacity to protect them, 
and to build on them if we should 
achieve this peaceful solution, 
acceptable to all concerned Arab 
parties: a solution in which the 
will of Kuwaitis is respected so 
that they freely decide what they 
want: a solution which confirms 
our and Iraq's consistency in con- 
firming the principle of the in- 
admissibility of using Arab force 
against Arabs, and that every 
Arab state, however small in size, 
is equal to even the largest Arab 
state in its rights; a solution which 
shows that the Iraqi occupation of 
Kuwait was only an act of self- 
defence, not an expansionist ac- 
tion. or an intention to impose 
hegemony; a solution which recti- 
fies whai happened, contains the 
crisis, paves the way for its re- 
solution. and restores confidence 
between the brotherly Arab reg- 
imes. 

This crisis has revealed many 
things, the bitterest of which was 


rhat my country and I became the 
victims of cheap intrigues carried 
out by our brothers. The heroes 
of these intrigues were some of 
our Arab brethren in whom and 
for whom we had confidence and 
respect, and wiih whom some 
from outside the area collabo- 
rated. which explains to us much 
of the hostility towards us. Those 
people spread rumours that the 
Jordanian. Iraqi and Yemeni 
leaderships were conspiring 
against other Arab countries, 
their leaderships and resources. 

The people of Jordan, along 
with your brethren in Yemen, 
have suffered harm, no less in 
magnitude and intensity than 
what has befallen beloved Iraq. 
Will you not respond positively 
and do what is in your interest 
and for your good as it is in the 
inters! and for the benefit of Iraq 
and its people whom you have 
united and led and who have 
readily made great sacrifices and 
offered their pure blood? This is 
what I hope from the bottom of 
tny heart. 1 told you as we parted 
the last time 1 visited you: Please 
call me if you need me. 1 left 
Baghdad for Jordan anxious and 
saddened. I was hoping to con- 
tinue my activities to prevent the 
deterioration which has been 
going on ever since. Will you not 
respond to my call, and the call of 
every sincere Arab, before i: is 
too late? Can we not work 
together to regain the friends 
whom we have lost since the 
eruption of the crisis, and gain 
new friends? You have brothers 
who suffer more than your im- 
mediate suffering, through their 
fear for you, and their realisation 
of the perils that lie in wait for 
Iraq. Will you give us the oppor- 
tunity to move and rectify the 
situation, to open channels of 
dialogue between you and your 
brothers in the Gulf who were 
shocked and alarmed by what 
happened, and so they fell, like 
Iraq, into the trap of a large and 
growing foreign military pre- 
sence? 

I address these questions to 
Your Excellency in written form, 
and 1 do not believe it eludes my 
brother the extent of the historic 
responsibility which your re- 
sponse entails. If you wish to give 
positive responses I will meet 
with you to take them directly. 
On the other hand it you wish to 
convey your response through an 
envoy I hope that this will be as 
soon as possible. If you see other- 
wise then there is "no power 
except by God." in that case I 
would see no need to come to you 
and to be forced, upon my return, 
to say that there is no hope in an 
Arab solution, which is what 1 
have been persistently asked to 
say. This I have refused, as have 
my brothers whom I previously 
visited ; 1 will not permit that such 
a statement should be a green 
light and a justification for the 
great offensive which is being 
carefully prepared; we will not be 
a cause for what I fear will be an 
extremely bitter end. 

May God give you success and 
help, and may He inspire us all 
with wise decisions and actions 
and help us in our effort to attain 
His pleasure. Accept my sincere 
friendship and may God protect 
you. 

The peace, mercy and blessing 
of God be upon you. 


context; Iraq would attend a 
mini-summit to be held in Jeddah 
on Aug. 5. initially to include 
Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia and 
Yemen, and was in agreement 
with the outline of a solution 
which His Majesty King Fahd, 
under the terms of which Iraq 
would begfo its earliest withdraw- 
al at a date and time to be 
specified, within hours, and that 
His Majesty would be informed 
of the details before his return- 
htnefing in Amman. The Iraqi 
President was adamant that he 
would only respond positively to 
these proposals if the Arab 
League abstained from conde- 
mning Iraq and thus paving the 
way for outside intervention. The 
Iraqi government did, within that 


spoken with His Majesty King 
Fahd who was very angry at the 
situation. President Mubarak was 
now unwilling to accept the 
agreement reached by His Majes- 
ty with President Saddam Hus- 
sein, and insisted on Iraq's un- 
conditional withdrawal from 
Kuwait and the immediate res- 
toration of the Kuwaiti ruling 
family. 

The Egyptian president's new 
position was in conformity with 
the Arab foreign ministers' Arab 
League meeting adoption of a 
resolution condemning Iraq for 
the invasion of Kuwait and calling 
for an immediate withdrawal 
(Document I). 

The \ Jordanian representative 
to dtp Arab League meeting. 


foe Iraqi government, paved foe 
way for foe Arab League to 
abandon any attempts to keep the 
crisis within die boundaries of the 
Arab fold, and opened the way 
for international demands for an 
unconditional and non-negotiable 
Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait. 

The speed with which the re- 
solution was adopted by the fore- 
ign ministers, and the chance in 
President Mubarak’s previous en- 
dorsement of the Jordanian in- 
itiative, appeared to indicate to 
the Jordanian government that 
strong pressures had been 
brought to bear on the Egyptian 
government, and that the Saudi 
Arabian government — which 
had, up to then, participated in 
and, in fact, encouraged the 


reaction was that foe resolution 
was a prelude to the internationa- 
lisation of the crisis, opening the 
way for foreign intervention, 
rather than allowing the solution 
of foe crisis within the Arab 
context: a prognosis which turned 
out to be accurate. 

From this point onward, foe 
aggravation and escalation of the 
conflict gathered momentum. Ev- 
ery Jordanian attempt to break 
the impetus towards war was frus- 
trated. The final abandonment by 
the Arab League of its role as a 
security structure came at foe 
emergency Arab Summit meeting 
called by President Mubarak on 
Aug. 8. The meeting took place 
on Aug. 10 and His Majesty 
attended it. Attempts to revive 


Arab mediation efforts were 
brushed aside, and the text of a 
resolution already prepared and 
probably drafted outside the 
meeting, was pushed through 
quickly. The resolution repeated 
the previous condemnation of 
Iraq, and responded affirmatively 
to the request of Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf states for Arab 
forces to help "defend their terri- 
tories and regional security 
against any outside aggression" 
(Document 111). 

Article 6 of the Chaner of the 
Arab League stipulates that in 
the case of aggression by one 
state against another, resolutions 
must be adopted by unanimous 
void In Jordan's view, both foe 
resolution adopted at the ministe- 
rial level on Aug. 3, and the 
resolution adopted on Aug. 10, 
did not conform to Article 6. 
Jordan and some other Arab 
countries saw the latter resolution 
as a cover for foreign intervention 
before an Arab resolution of the 
conflict could be found. Jordan 
therefore did not participate in 
the vote. 

The dispatch of the interna- 
tional coalition's massive land, 
sea and air forces to Saudi Arabia 
was widely perceived in foe re- 
gion as a major step towards the 
implementation of a plan to des- 
troy Iraq's military and industrial 
capacity. These suspicions had 
already been aroused by what, 
contextually, appeared to have 
been a systematic campaign by 
the Western media, extending 
over a period of at least two years 
prior to the crisis, to create the 
belief that foe Iraqi government 
was planning to become the 
dominant power in the Middle 
East, and to attack Israel in par- 
ticular. 

As a reaction against what it 
saw as the sinister unfolding of an 
international conspiracy, foe Ira- 
qi govememnt retaliated by re- 
taining the citizens of various 
countries on its territory, thereby 
adding to the dimension of the 
crisis, committing another breach 
of international law, and creating 
a climate of fear and uncertainy 
among the large foreign popula- 
tion in Iraq and the Gulf. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of refugees 
sought sanctuary in Jordan, thus 
adding to the country’s already 
grave problems. The imposition 
of sanctions against Iraq by 
Security Council Resolution 661 
on Aug. 6, followed by the furth- 
er imposition of a total maritime, 
land and air blockade under the 
terms of Resolution 665 on Aug. 
25, had a disastrous impact on the 
economic and financial situation 
of Jordan. The port of Aqaba, 
Jordan's only outlet to the sea, 
was effectively and arbitrarily 
blockaded by the coalition's naval 
forces, although ports in other 
countries with access to Iraq were 
not similarly treated. Trade with 
Iraq, Jordan's main market and 
source of petroleum products 
(which, ma dentally during these 
times, had been in repayment of 
debt to Jordan) was reduced to a 
standstill. Jordan thus received a 
severe economic punishment for 
actions to which it was not a 
party, and this situation, along 
with the presence of hundreds of 
thousands of new refugees flood- 
ing across its borders, created an 
atmosphere of tension that might 
well have exploded had the gov- 
ernment not adopted a position 
of neutrality and resistance to 
outside pressure from the begin- 
ning of the crisis. 

The Armed Forces of Jordan 
were instructed, having been fully 
mobilised, to challenge all viola- 
tions of Jordan’s air and land 
space from any quarter and all 
parties were appraised of this 
stance. His Majesty later de- 
scribed the period as one highly 
dangerous to the country which 
was subjected to great pressures 
and threats. The Jordanian peo- 
ple however survived the crisis 
with its morale high and its char- 
acter intact. 

From the beginning of Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait, the Jordanian 
government made it very clear 
that it did not accept the acquisi- 
tion of territory by war (Docu- 
ment IV). Throughout foe crisis 
Jordan strove to maintain a deli- 
cate balance between respect for 
Security Council Resolutions and 
rhe need for a diplomatic solu- 
tion. Resolution 660 provided the 
basis for a peaceful settlement in 
Paragraph 3 which called "upon 
Iraq and Kuwait to begin im- 
mediately intensive negotiations 
for the resolutions of tbeir differ- 
ences and supports all efforts in 
this regard and especially differ- 
ences and supports all efforts in 
this regard and especially those of 
the League of Arab States.” The 
Jordanian interpretation of the 
resolution was that "uncon- 
ditionally in the language of di- 
plomacy does not exclude prior 
understandings about subsequent 
arrangements’* (Document V). 
Unfortunately Paragraph 3 was 
consistently disregarded by the 
members of the Security Council 
who participated in the interna- 
tional coalition. 

Although the adoption, by the 


emeregency summit meeting cf 
the Arab League, of the decision 
to send Arab forces to joir. the 
international coalition aguins: 
Iraq on .Aug. 10 was seen by the 
Government of Jordan as regrett- 
able, it 'continued its effort re 
seek an Arab solution, along with 
members of the Arab League 
which shared its point of view. 
These efforts were exercised >. 
two directions: in the first •:**> 
tacts with the principal members 
of the international coali:--.r. 
were made with a view to per- 
suading them of the impertoft-x 
of dialogue rather than con- 
frontation with Iraq: in ti:= 
second direction contacts w:<_ r . 
Arab governments which shared 
the Jordanian point of view and 
with the government of Iraq were 
multpiied to try to find a com- 
promise which might enable that 
government to remove £:.> 
reason for the massive prejcace 
of foreign forces in the are:i b> 
withdrawing from Kuwait. 

After the Arab Summit on 
Aug. 10. His Majesty went io 
Baghdad on Aug. 13, and they: 
almost immediately to the United 
States, where he met President 
Bush on Aug. 16. During that 
visit His Majesty gained foe op- 
pression that the American milit- 
ary presence in Saudi Arabia, sns 
foe region, bad as its role rhe 
defence of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and was, together with 
other forces, assuming a purely 
defensive posture. The' American 
stance on the absolute need for 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuweit 
was clear, a position with vdiich 
Jordan had concurred. His 
Majesty as a result felt that since 
there was no evidence whatsoev- 
er that Iraq had harboured any 
hostile intentions towards Saudi 
Arabia, there was an opportunity 
which should be utilised to redou- 
ble efforts for a peaceful resolu- 
tion of the entire problem, znd 
that this objective became tanta- 
mount to a sacred duty in foe 
interests of peace and all con- 
cerned. On the same day. His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan met a delegation from foe 
Council of Europe and put the 
Jordanian position to them very 
dearly (Document VI). 

Between Aug. 23 and 29, Kir.g 
Hussein visited Yemen, Sudan, 
Libya. Tunisia, Algeria, Maurita- 
nia and Morocco. Between Aug. 
30 and Sept. 5, His Majesty ulso 
visited Spain, Great Britain. Ger- 
many, France and Italy. In each 
of foe European countries. His 
Majesty met with government 
leaders and explained the point of 
view of the Jordanian govern- 
ment on the origins and causes of 
the crisis, on the current situa- 
tion, and on the means to find a 
peaceful and just solution. In all 
these countries, except Great Bri- 
tain, His Majesty was encouraged 
to continue bus mission of media- 
tion. 

Further encouraged by indica- 
tions from President Saddam to 
the effect that Iraq was still pre- 
pared to seek an honourable 
compromise and to accept a 
negotiated, but not imposed, set- 
tlement, and by European sup- 
port for additional attempts zz 
Arab mediation. His Majesty 
undertook a new initiative in col- 
laboration with foe president oz 
Algeria and the king of Morocco. 
Following a meeting hosted by 
King Hassan, in Morocco on 
Sept. 19, and attended by Alge- 
rian President Chadli Benjedid 
and King Hussein, His Majesty 
addressed a letter to President 
Saddam on Sept. 22 (Document 
VC). 

Among all the Jordanian 
efforts to achieve an Arab resolu- 
tion to the Gulf crisis. His Majes- 
ty’s letter to President Saddam 
was foe most significant. It articu- 
lated the fears felt by foe author 
in common with the whole Arab 
community, that beneath the im- 
mediate problem between Lra^ 
and Kuwait lay designs on tb? 
resources and lands of the Aral^ 
and that the crisis was a trap set 
for Iraq into which it was in 
danger of falling. The dangers cf 
a military confrontation, not only 
to Iraq but to the entire Ara^> 
Nation, were cited. It was mad-i 
dear to President Saddam font 
Jordan and other Arab govern- 
ments could not accept the ac- 
quisition of territory by war, no: 
only as a matter of principle, but 
also because failure to maintain 
this prinaple could consitute a 
dangerous precedent of which 
Israel would take advantage. 
Iraq's invasion and annexation of 
Kuwait could not be tolerated but 
its reversal would not be a defeat 
for Iraq, but on the contrary, a 
source of gain for Iraq and the 
Arab World as a whole: Hie real 
achievements of the Iraqi nation 
over two decades would be pre- 
served, attention would be drawn 
to the need to address foe prob- 
lem of the growing gap between 
foe rich and the poor Arab states 
(something which could remain a 
legitimate and conscious national 
objective). Furthermore it might 
hope to attain legitimately the 
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objectives which were now the 
source of conflict in Kuwait, 
bring the international commun- 
ity to face its responsibilities to- 
wards the Palestine problem, and 
remove from the enemies of the 
Arabs the opportunity of exploit- 
ing their differences. 

These gains could be made if a 
peaceful resolution of the crisis 
within an Arab framework were 
achieved: such a resolution would 
respect the Kuwaiti right to self 
determination; confirm Iraq's 
constant assertion that no Arab 
force should be used against fel- 
low Arabs; show that Iraq's 
occupation was an act of self- 
defence against and inflexible 
position and not just expansion- 
ism or a wish for hegemony; it 
would rectify the wrong, contain 
the crisis, and pave the way for its 
resolution. 

The letter asked for President 
Saddam's answer to a number of 
questions which would enable the 
three heads of state to attempt 
mediation between the parties to 
the conflict: what were the speci- 
fic and feasible demands of Iraq 
ham Kuwait in relation to the 
joint borders, Iraq's need for 
access to the Gulf, and com- 
pensation for oil taken from the 
Ram ail eh field, besides other 
claims'? 

The letter ended with a plea to 
President Saddam to respond 
positively to the efforts of the 
three heads of state to mediate 
between Iraq and Kuwait and to 
restore relations with other states 
in the Gulf, already sufficiently 
alarmed by what had taken place 
to fall, alongside Iraq, into the 
coils of a vast and overwhelming 
foreign military presence. 

President Saddam’s reply to 
His Majesty’s letter was carried 
to Amman by the Iraqi Foreign 
Minister on Sept. 29. Although it 
agreed with the Jordanian analy- 
sis of the background to the crisis 
it expressed surprise at some of 
the views advanced. It did not 
agree with the presentation of the 
choices before Iraq; the questions 
His Majesty put to President Sad- 
dam should have been directed at 
the other party — what did they 
want from Iraq? If the alternative 
to not replying to the Jordanian 
questions was war, then Iraq took 
cp the challenge, but it would not 
be the disaster of which His 
Majesty warned: it would be a 
disaster for the United States and 
its allies. President Saddam was 
prepared to accept one of two 
possible solutions to the crisis: an 
Arab solution in which the two 
parties would sit down together 
2 nd thus settle their differences as 
His Majesty had proposed during 
his Aug. 3 visit to Baghdad. 
President Saddam had then 
agreed to attend a mini-summit 
which in his view had been 
aborted by some of those who 
were to have attended; but he 
was still willing to meet to find an 
Arab solution, the alternative 
solution was an international one, 
as be had proposed on Aug. 12: 
an international conference 
should be convened at which not 
only the question of Kuwait but 
also the problems of Palestine 
and Lebanon should be discus- 
sed, and all solved on the same 
basis of respect for international 
legitimacy. That proposal had 
been immediately rejected 'by 
both the United States and Great 
Britain. 

President Saddam agreed with 
the argument presented by His 
Majesty, that the rejection of the 
acquisition of teitftoiy by war 
should be respected as a matter of 


principle, but that it should then 
apply to all cases and not be 
confined to the case of Kuwait. In 
invading Kuwait President Sad- 
dam's intention had been to pat 
the international community face 
to face with its obligations with 
respect to the Palestine question; 
be had succeeded in this and 
revealed the true intentions of the 
U.S. and its ally, Israel. In his 
view, these two had designs on 
the Arab- countries which they 
were promoting before the inva- 
sion of Kuwait, and would have 
gone on promoting even if there 
had been no invasion. The Iraqi 
president insisted that Knwait 
was the symptom and not the 
cause of the crisis. The linkage 
between the invasion of Kuwait 
and the Palestine problem had 
not been produced by Iraq to 
rally support among the Palesti- 
nians and others for the Iraqi 
stand, or to confuse the issue: it 
was the issue and this had been 
the central theme of President 
Saddam's public and private 
statements at Arab meetings for a 
long time. 

The Jordanian-Algerian- 
Moroccan effort at mediation had 
not succeeded, but the Jordanian 
government perceived the danger 
of escalating the crisis and now 
concentrated on its attempts to 
avert the resort to military force 
by the international coalition. 

In September His Majesty 
addressed a message, clearly de- 
fining the Jordanian position, to 
the American people (Document 
VTII). Jordan stood by the princi- 
ple of the inadmissibility of the 
acquisition of territory by war 
and continued to recognise tbe 
state and government of Kuwait. 
It recognised the sovereign right 
of Saudi Arabia to seek assistance 
from friendly states and the right 
of the American administration 
to respond to that request — but 
it called for an end to the pre- 
sence of American and allied 
forces on Saudi soil within the 
shortest possible time. The crisis 
was not bom in a vacuum, but 
had its origins in a complexity of 
causes with three inter-related 
dimensions: the border dispute 
between Iraq and Kuwait was an 
old one, but the present Iraqi 
regime was the first to have 
sought a negotiated settlement 
which would have secured an 
independent access to the Gulf 
and a final delineation of fron- 
tiers. 

The second dimension was re- 
gional. Die lack of progress in 
solving the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
the failure to implement Security 
Council Resolution 242 based, 
(ike Resolution 660, on the in- 
admissibility of the acuqisition of 
land by force, embittered Arab 
public opinion and caused it to 
question the motives behind the 
American zeal to implement 
Security Council Resolution 660 
and subsequent resolutions. The 
United States had always advised 
the Arabs to accept a negotiated 
settlement and to accept com- 
promise and the Arabs bad re- 
sponded positively; now they per- 
ceived tbe United States as un- 
willing even to consider a negoti- 
ated settlement between Iraq and 
Kuwait and equally unwilling to 
accept any solution short of an 
unconditional Iraqi withdrawal. 

The third dimension of the 
crisis was the nature of relations 
between the Middle East and 
the rest of the world. In the new 
world order emergent after the 
end of the Cold War, the region 
should not be marginalised. A 
substantial Arab input into a di- 
plomatic solution to tbe crisis was 
necessary because otherwise it 


would be regarded as a solution 
imposed from outside the area, 
and its legitimacy questioned. 

Although His Majesty was 
clearly an apologist for peace 
and not for Iraq, his advice was 
not well received. An orches- 
trated campaign to misrepresent 
Jordan as tbe ally and supporter 
of Iraq, and to urge the American 
administration to subsitute milit- 
ary action for the sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq by the Security 
Council, succeeded in souring rel- 
tions between the United States 
and Jordan and in helping ' to 
effect a radical change in the 
direction of American policy to- 
wards Jordan. American forces, 
which had originally been sent to 
Saudi Arabia with the explicit 
mission of defending that terri- 
tory from attack by Iraq, were 
now reinforced by a massive 
offensive capability to drive Iraq 
out of Kuwait. The dispatch of 
these land, sea and air forces by 
President Bush in early -Novem- 
ber 1990 was followed by an 
intensive campaign to pressure 
the members of the international 
coalition and of the Security 
Council to accept a new resolu- 
tion (678) authorising the use of 
all necessary means to uphold 
and implement all previous re- 
levant resolutions on or before 
Jan. 15. 1991. 

This radical shift in the position 
of the international coalition led 
by the United States was per- 
ceived by the Jordanian Govern- 
ment as an inevitable prelude to a 
military confrontation, the con- 
sequences of which would be 
disastrous for Iraq, Kuwait and 
the whole region. Jordan's 
efforts, following its failure to 
organise an Arab solution were 
now further extended to seek the 
help of the European members of 
the coalition and the Soviets to 
avert this confrontation. 

These efforts were exerted in 
two directions. In the first, the 
Jordanian leadership continued 
to use all its influence with Iraq to 
plead for and secure the release 
of foreign nationals held in Iraq 
since die middle of August 1990, 
some of whom had also been 
arrested in Kuwait. Following on 
the visit by King Hussein on Dec. 
4. the Iraqi government 
announced the release of all fore- 
ign nationals. 

Die second direction taken by 
Jordan was to encourage certain 
European governments within 
tbe coalition and the Soviet gov- 
ernment to undertake initiatives 
to persuade the Iraqi government 
to take the necessary measures to 
avoid the resent to force sanc- 
tioned — according to interpreta- 
tion — by Security Council Re- 
solutiosn 678. This Jordanian in- ; 
itiative was favourably received 
by the French and Soviet govern- 
ments. At a meeting with Presi- 
dent Mitterrand and His Majesty 
in Paris on Nov. 5, the former , 
had already indicated his prefer- j 
ence for a diplomatic resolution 
of the crisis, and he expressed his 
hope that President Saddam 
would make it possible for France 
and the Soviet government to 
sponsor a peace initiative. This 
initiative coaid only be under- 
taken if the Iraqi president 
announced his intention to with- 
draw from Kuwait; France had no 
hostile intentions towards Iraq 
but would not withdraw from 
decisions it had taken with its 
allies. 

As the Jan. 15 deadline 
approached, the Jordanian au- 
thorities increased their efforts to 
persuade the European members 
of the international coalition to 
avert a military confrontation 


with Iraq and to warn of the 
political, human and ecological 
consequences of war. In an 
address to the Second World Cli- 
mate Conference held in Geneva, 
His Majesty outlined the poten- 
tial impact of tbe environmental 
threat from the oilfields of the 
Gulf on the climate of tbe Middle 
East beyond with dangerous 
and wide-ranging repercussions 
on human and animal health and 
food production: warnings which 
later events were to prove accu- 
rate (Document IX). In a subse- 
quent address to graduates of the 
Military Staff College in Amman 
on Dec. 9. His Majesty warned: 
“...our Arab region Is on tbe 
verge of a very destructive war. 
This war, God forbid that it 
dwH happen, will result in a 
very serious tragedy which will 
affect not only the present, bat 
also the future... It wfll cause a 
servere international economic 
crisis, an environmental cat- 
strophe, deep wounds that wffl 
tab* a long time to heal and 
long-lasting global instability.” 

In the course of the same 
address His Majesty formulated 
Jordan’s proposals for the set- 
tiemnt of regional problems on a 
permanent and stable basis 
(Document X). 

Between the end of December 
and Jan. 15. tbe Jordanian gov- 
ernment multiplied its contacts 
with the leaders and representa- 
tives of all the major powers and 
many other members of the inter- 
national coalition. The efforts of 
members of the European Com- 
munity to meet with the Iraqi 
foreign minister were encour- 
aged. aithongh in the event that 
meeting did not take place. The 
announcement by President 
Bush, immediately after the 
adoption of Resolution 678 by the 
Security Council on Nov. 29, that 
he was sending his secretary of 
state to Baghdad had been wel- 
comed by the Jordanian govern- 
ment and great hopes were 
placed on the meeting which 
finally took place between Mr. 
Baker and the Iraqi foreign 
minister, Mr. Tareq Aziz, in 
Geneva on Jan. 9. 

However, after five months 
daring which no dialogue be- 
tween tbe U.S. and Iraq took 


place and given the strait-jacket 
imposed on negotiators by the 
terms of the Security Council 
resolutions, it was pehraps only 
to be expected that the meeting 
would be a failure, as both sides 
entered into negotiations with 
different objectives. 

Between Jan. 2-10, His Majes- 
ty had visited London, Bonn, 
Luxembourg and Rome, meeting 
with tbe British prime minister, 
the president, chancellor and 
foreign minister of Germany, the 
Grand Duke, prime minister and 
foreign minister of Italy. In all 
these meetings, the Jordanian 
monarch warned of tbe consequ- 
ences of war. and urged a final 
effort to avert it by offering Iraq a 
way to extricate itself from (he 
corner in which it had been hem- 
med in by the rigidity of tbe 
international coalition's stance, 
and by its own misperception of 
the reality of tbe dangers it was 
facing. 

This message was also deli- 
vered _ to the United Nations 
secretarageneral during his pas- 
sage through Amman en route 
for Baghdad on Jan. 11 in an 
attempt tb persuade the Iraqi 
authorities' to accept an uncon- 
ditional withdrawal from Kuwait 
as a way to avert the resort to 
force by the- coalition after the 
passage of the Jan. 15 deadline. 
This endeavour also failed, as did 
the French government’s move of 
Jan. 14, to get the president of 
the Security Council to make a 
statement which could have 
averted the imminent war. The 
proposal was met with the 
opposition of both the American 
and British governments, by now 
determined to make full use of 
Resolution 678 which, as they 
claimed, authorised them to re- 
sort to force independently of any 
United Nations command struc- 
ture. 

Realising that all Jordan's 
efforts to avert the outbreak of 
war had failed. His Majesty 
addressed the Jordanian people 
on Jan. 15. This address (Docu- 
ment XI) warned that the region 
' was on the brink of an abyss: “the 
doors of reason have been shut 
and the avenues for an honest 
dialogue Mocked." His Majesty 
had done everything within his 


power to achieve a political set- 
tlement of the crisis and his con- 
science was dear. He warned of 
the dangers facing Jordan, but 
was certain that the Jordanian 
Armed Forces — The Arab 
Army — would protect the. land 
and the skies of the country and 
“prevent anyone whomsoever 
from cross in g it in any direction.” 
The failure of all attempts to 
persuade the Iraqi government to 
take steps to avert the imple- 
mentation of Resolutin 678 on 
the one hand, and of all attempts 
to induce the coalition leaders 
into a more flexible stand on the 
other, inevitably led to the open- 
ing of hostilities against Iraq by 
devastatrngly massive air raids on 
civilian as well as military targets 
over the entire country. As the 
scale of destruction mounted, tbe 
impact on the people of Jordan 
became increasingly violent. 
Scenes of ruin in tbe cities, towns 
and villages of Iraq and of tbe 
frightful suffering inflicted on the 
Iraqi people by merciless aerial 
bombardments, increased the 
Jordanians’ sympathy for the Ira- 
qis and their anger at the coun- 
tries and governments that had 
gone far beyond tbe mandate to 
liberate Kuwait and were des- 
troying Iraq. The bombing of 
vehicles carrying vital oil supplies 
to Jordan from Iraq and the loss 
of Jordanian lives under bom-' 
bardment from the coalition’s 
planes added to this tide of anger 
and frustration. These feelings 
were brought home to the world 
in His Majesty’s address to the 
nation on Feb. 6 (Docnecnnt XII) 
in which be reiterated his belief 
that Jordanian and other Arab 
efforts to end the crisis peacefully 
had been deliberately blocked 
because “the real purpose behind 
this de st r ucti ve war, as proven by 
its scope... is to destroy Iraq, and 
re-arrange the area in a manner 
far more dangerous to our na- 
tion’s present and future than the 
Sykes-Picot agreement.” 

Having ailed to avert the out- 
break of war, Jordan’s efforts 
were now directed at bringing it 
to a rapid end and above all to 
prevent the ground offensive. 
Once again, an intense series of 
contacts between the Jor danian 
authorities and world leaders 


BBC plans to teach world English 


TWO major projects designed to 
help people all over the world to 
leant English were announced on 
Aug. 6 by Elizabeth Smith, con- 
troller of BBC English Services. 
The new schemes, which will cost 
more than £4m, are being de- 
veloped by BBC English, the 
language-teaching arm of BBC 
World Service, in association 
with other organisations in the 
English Language Teaching 
(ELT) field. 

“We hope these new initiatives 
will be of particular help to areas 
such as Eastern Europe, tbe 
Soviet Union and China where 
the demand for English is huge 
and the supply of teachers low," 
said Elizabeth Smith, speaking at 
the BBC English Summer School 
which opened in London. 

Tbe courses are aimed at be- 
ginners and at the business com- 
munity. The ‘Hello’ project, cost- 
ing more than than £3m, is the 
replacement for ‘Follow Me’, 
BBC English’s highly acclaimed 
TV series which has now been 
screened in more than 70 coun- 
tries including China and tbe 
Soviet Union. Tbe new business 
English video course, represent- 
ing an investment of £1. 25m, will 


meet rapid growth in demand 
from the business community in 
many parts of the world. 

The announcement comes at a ' 
time when BBC English reveals a 
record turnover of £32m worl- 
dwide income for tbe year 1990/ 
91 representing a 19 per cent 
growth on the previous year’s 
trading. 

“The record figures show die 
results of improved sales and 
marketing of our television, video 
and print materials," said Julian 
Amcy, executive director BBC 
English. “Tbe department has 
worked very hand to achieve this 
result and even m the difficult 
trading conditions of 1990/91 we 
have been able to achieve a very 
creditable increase in turnover. 
We are now actively engaged in 
major new productions designed 
to maintain tbe growth of tbe 
department's business," he 
added. 

Preliminary work begins this 
month on die ‘Hello* project. 
Made in association with the Brit- 
ish Council, the Cambridge Ex- 
amination Syndicate (UCELS), 
and publishers Longmans, it wUl 
be available for broadcast on 
television and radio, or as a book 


and audio package for use at 
home or in the classroom. 

Similarly, the business English 
course wfll be produced for use oo 
both radio and television and will 
meet the need for business En- 
glish from beginners level. 

BBC English, together with 
Collins ELT, is also producing a 
comprehensive new dictionary 
designed to help students worl- 
dwide to develop their under- 
standing of English, especially 
broadcast spoken English. Over 
100 million words from the World 
Service News and Current Affairs 
output are being analysed to form 
the' BBC English Dictionary. 

Known as the world’s largest 
classroom, BBC English broad- 
casts around 80 hours of English 
by radio lessons each week. Its 
TV programmes are shown in 
more than 100 countries, and a 
wide range of multi-media 
courses is available to students 
and teachers around the world. 
An annual Summer School is held 
in Britain. This year’s, the 39th, 
has just opened and has students 
coming from as far afield as 
Namibia and Mongolia, Iceland 
and Albania. 


were conducted with a view to 
persuade the Iraqi regime to 
withdraw from Kuwait, and thus 
comply with Security Conned re- 
solutions and avert a final land 
battle. His Majesty welcomed the 
Iraqi prosposak made on Feb. 15 
to withdraw from Knwait as part 
of a general settlement of die 
crisis, but these proposals were 
immediately dismissed by hte 
American president and British 
prime minis ter as a “cruel hoax.” 
Proposals for an end to hostilities 
and a peace settle m ent madeby 
foe Soviet government met with 
the same fate, and were dismissed 
by the American president as 
being in meeting the 

United States’ requirements. On 
Feb. 22 His Majesty made a 
desperate attempt to stop the 
final ground offensive and sent a 
letter to French President Mitter- 
rand in which he urged him to 
“lend France’s moral weight and 
important support to the Soviet 
initiative’’ (Docuemnt XUI). Bnt 
by now it was too late to step the 
machinery of the coatition’s de- 
sign to evict Iraq from Kuwait. 
Tbe invasion not only of Kuwait 
but also of Southern Iraq ended 
the war at terrible -cost to Iraq's 
forces and to the civilian popula- 
tions .of both Iraq and Kuwait as 
well as to the region's environ- 
ment But the end of the war did 
not bring the beginning of peace. 

A final message of. hope ahd 
reconciliation was addressed to 
the Jordanian people by His 
Majesty on March 1, 199J. This 
address summed up foe growth of 
the crisis from its beginning to the 
end of the war — and the position 
of die Jordanian government. 
“Our vision was dear from the 
outset of the disaster. We realised 
what the outcome would be if 
Iraq continued its occupation of 
Kuwait and if we failed to resolve . 

AralThnmework. We tried our 
utmost to address and contain the 
problem in its early days and at 
all subsequent stages before the 
outbreak of war... Most regret- 
fully; we were not successful.” 
After Iraq and Kuwait, Jordan 
bad suffered most from die crisis - 
but “Ad not bear^ a grudge to- 
ward any, nor. did we place the 


blame on any. We knew we would 
pay dearly for standing on princi- 
ple and for insisting on ma intain - 
ing our freedom -of action within 

the national context and as due to 

our geographical location.” 

Looking towards tire future, 
Ms Majesty expressed bis beliel 
that “the Arab people have a 
greater sense of ’solidarity and 
hannouy than the recent crisis 
suggests. They aye capable of 
overcoming tbe causes of division 
and fragmentation which wetisve 
always cautioned against: Popu- 
lar participation in the framework 
of democratic institutions is the ** 
guarantor of upfrokfing that soti- 
darity among people., just -as re- 
sponsible freedom-and respect for 
hitman ri ght s: - and human dignity 
are. tbie guar antors that- prevent 
decision makers from following 
the path of adventurism. For it is 
through the widespread adoption 
Of democracy In the Arab coun- 
tires that we can best save mu 
nation from the pitfalls of unwar- 
ranted conflict" (Document 
XIV).. 

- -.While the. Gulf crisis was on, 
Jordan was, subjected to severe 
. strains on its economic and fioan- 
: dal stability, but its political and 
. social stability was not disrupted 
at any point. The identification 
■ between the concerns of the 
population and tbe policies of tbe 
government enabled, the country 
, to emerge safely from the dangers 
which it bad faced. A further step 
in the process of establishing 
national concensus was taken by 
the promugl&tion in June 1991 of 
the National Charter draw n up by 
a Royal Commission oo which all 
sections of the population .were 
represented. In an address to the 
National Congress which en- 
dorsed the charter on June 9, 
1991. His Majesty drew the les- 
sons of the Gulf crisis, of which 
the principal was that “democra- 
cy is the pillar of national secur- 
ity Die three base components 
of democracy he defined as the 
separation of the executive, leg- 
islative and judicial powers, free 
elections, and political pluralism. 
And the framework of Jordan's 
national life was Freedom, “the 
basis of dialogue, of truth, and of 
democracy" (Document XV. 


Thumbs down to 
‘environmental missionaries’ 


THE world does hot need Euro- 
pean “environmental missionar- 
ies’’ to go forth pre ac hing their 
own particular doctrine of en- 
vironmental management, a 
meeting in London-on biodiversi- 
ty agreed, reports VERA RICH. 

Participants noted that there 
was no angle “right way” of 
agricultural or forest manage- 
ment, and tire cultural diversity of 
the world’s peoples was itself a 
part of the biodiversity that 
needed to be preserved. 

Stressing that local knowledge 
was vital to tbe preservation of 
the world’s v anishing species, 
they (focussed a draft strategy on 
biodiversity for presentation at 
next year’s United Nations Con- 
ference on Environment and De- 
velopment. 

Education at all levels, it was 
agreed, was essential, because 
governments would not commit 
money for gene&mds and bio- 
reserves, nor would farmers re- 
nounce immediate profits for the 
benefit of future generations, if 
they did not understand what was 
at stake. 


European courses for develop- 
ing country students came under 
fire on tbe grounds that teachers 
often had little personal experi- 
ence of the countries concerned 
and therefore undervalued the 
vast store of empirical local - 
knowledge in the “target" coun- 
tries. 

Die very concept of “training” 
should be rethought, it 'was 
axgned, because preservation of 
tile diversity erf species was not 
simply a matter of biology but of 
“ethnobkfogy”, which folks the 
study erf the natural world with 
human activities. 

Training programmes, it was 
suggested, could begin by bring- 
ing in teams .from developing^*, 
countries to train European stu- 1 
dents in tbe basics of ethnobkrib' 
gy, rather than letting grad ua tes 
emerging from international ' 
framing schemes weDversed m 
conservation theories bnt Lacking 
a wider, human dimension. | 

Local, knowledge was not sties* - N 
sed at life expense of acknow- 
ledgement* of the importance of a 
sound scientific training. PANGS;: 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACK MG. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

WTEL. 604676 604696 ^ 
yV^yP.O.BOll 7006 
T \\ 3 v AMMAN ^ 




4Rant&Salt ^ 

• Many villas and apartment* 
are available for rent anc 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdoun Real 


reL 810605, 610609, 
- F«3C 81052SU 


tyj£OJXfo 


Amman’s 

ff exclusive gift shopv. 

7 Italian shoes, ) 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Griodlays Bank BU 
Tel. 669 457 


STUDIO HAIG 

\ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
stia 30% farfer 

* From snfarge- 
■m t 20 x 30 em 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 

00AQQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


I CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

| Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

[ Air,_Sea and Land 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
^P.O.Box 926487 Amman 




- // vO // 













JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, AUGUST 15-16,1991 


t-6925* 


European Curreny linn 


1 . 1 S ? 5* 


1.7363 


1 . 5176 


5.9075 


1. 1805 


i MTH | 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

am 

5.62 

5 . B f | 

6.06 

10.81 

10.81 , 

10.62 

10. 56 

9.12 

9.31 



ifiillftil 

ga 

yUE 


9.56 

9.62 

am 

7.38 

7.36 

7.06 

6.86 

ISH 

HHH 

mm 

10.06 


Swiss Flaw 


European Currency Unit 


lolcrlMh Hd nut for m mm> rundw VS. IMhn I.DOMU or aftnOcm 


cl 4/8/91 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

jrWCra 

C*H— — 

3HTCT 

6.90 

.095 


Central Bank at Jordan faefunsf Kata IttOnfai 


14/8/91 



TOKYO j — The Nikkei average ended up 521.30 points, or 2.28 
per cent; at 23J3&3O0. Bargain-hunting and futures-related 
, buyi ng boosted .prices, but volume stayed light. 

ZORJCBL -- Shares ended a moderately active session slightly 
ixruterj with, activity centred on the industrial sector. The SPI 
Itvfcx dQsed 4.4 nigher at 1,126.3. 

FAKES — Shares ended higher on the eve of a crucial Bundesbank 




may plan to raise interest rates. The CAC-40 Index ended at 
l,820i31;-up-J1.47. 

LOJaKW -- The FTSE Index ended up 23.9 at a new record 
dose of 2,608.8, boosted by investor confidence that the British 
economy; would soon emerge from recession. 

NEW YORK 7 — Blue chips traded at the session’s peaks at 
middayV SoKd gains in the Bond Market provided support. The 
Dow was up 13 at 3,021. 


Democrat 
elder U.S. 
casualty 

in BCCI 
scandal 

WASHINGTON |R) — A former 
U.S. secretary of defence long 
considered the ultimate Washing- 
ton political “powerbroker is the 
most prominent American 
casualty in the growing Bank of 
Credit and Commerce Interna- 
tional (BCCI) scandal. 

Clark Clifford. 81, adviser io 
U .S. presidents and longtime 
Democratic Party elder, resigned 
Tuesday as chairman of First 
American Bankshares Inc. 
Washington's largest bank, which 
was owned by BCCI. 

First American said itf a state- 
ment that Mr. Clifford and his 
law partner, Hist American Pres- 
ident Robert Altman, were res- 
igning to protect the $11 million 
bank. Both deny any wrong- 
doing. 

Mr. Clifford, courtly and 
mellow-voiced, served as secret- 
ary of defence under President 
Lyndon Johnson in 1968-69. 

A lawyer since 1928. Mr. Gif- 
ford became special counsel in 
the White House to President 
Harry Truman. He turned down 
requests from other presidents to 
hold office but served in an un- 
official capacity under both presi- 
dents John F. Kennedy and Jim- 
my Carter. 

Mr. Gifford and Mr. Allman 
have said they did not know that 
their bank was owned by BCG. 
accused of laundering drug 
money, running guns and acting, 
as personal banker to Third 
World Dictators. 

“Mr. Gifford and Mr. Altman 
advised the board that they were 
taking this initiative in order to 
protest First American, which 
they have worked to build over 
nine years.” the bank said. 

The Federal reserve board, the 
U.S. central bank, had charged 
that BCCI broke U.S. law by its 
secret acquisition of First Amer- 
ican. The Fed has imposed a $200 
million fine on BCG for its secret 
acquisition of the Washington 
bank. 

No charges have beenbrougbt 
against Mr. Gifford and Mr. Alt- 
man. 

Jack Blum, a former Senate 
investigator credited with break- 
ing open the Luxembourg-based 
bank’s secrets, called for a special 
investigation into the U.S. gov- 
ernment's handling of the scan- 
dal. 

Mr. Blum said on U.S. televi- 
sion that be gave federal author- 
ities information on BCCI as 
early as 1988, but got little posi- 
tive response, with officials 
saying they were already investi- 
gating and aspect of it or lacked 
personnel. 

He later took, the information 
to Manhattan District Attorney 
Robert Morgenthau, who acted 
cm it and later called the BCG 
case “the largest bank fraud in 
world history." 

Asked if he had any evidence 
of a coverup, Mr. Blum said: “I 
don’t have hard evidence of it. 
but I have some suspicions. ” 

He added: “I believe it’s im- 
perative that the performance of 
the Department of Justice, the 
performance of the Customs Ser- 
vice, be evaluated and be looked 
at by an independent investiga- 
tor.” 

Mr. Bosh said an independent 
investigator was needed to try to 
find out what happened that held 
back the federal government’s 
role in probing the scandal. 

Regulators shut down the bank 
last month and a Manhattan 
grand jury alleged the bank had 
been involved in global money 
laundering, drug-running and 
arms sales. 


‘Jordanian exporters better off focusing 
more attention on non-traditional markets’ 


By P- V. VivdaMnd 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Export-oriented 
Jordanian industries should in- 
tensify their efforts on markets 
outside the Arab World if they 
want to ensure long-term sta- 
bility since post-Gulf-war 
priorities of the region's coun- 
tries. particularly Iraq, are 
shifting, according to interna- 
tional experts closely familiar 
with the Kingdom's industrial 
and exports sector. 

“All indications are that 
Iraq' will be moving towards 
self-sufficiency in its consumer 
and small-scale industrial' 
needs as and when the sanc- 
tions are lifted,” said an econo- 
mic expen who has been study- 
ing Jordanian industrial and 
expon patterns for the past 
several years. 

“It will be a big mistake for 
Jordanian exporters to expect 
that they will be able to nor- 
malise long-term business with 
Iraq to the level” that existed 
before the U.N. Security 
Council imposed a trade 
embargo on Iraq following its 
invasion of Kuwait in August 
last year, said the expert, who 
preferred anonymity. 

The expert pointed out (hat 
the Gulf war ceasefire terms, 
coupled with the devastation 


4 indicted 
in Japan 
Itoman 


case 

TOKYO (R) — Prosecutors have 
charged four main suspects in 
Japan's Itoman corporate scan- 
dal, which involves large-scale 
embezzlement and dubious art 
deals, the Osaka district prosecu- 
tor's office said Wednesday. 

Yoshihiko Kawamura, former 
1 president of Itoman Corp. an 
Osaka-based trading house, was 
formally charged with embezzle- 
ment late Tuesday, said an offi- 
cial at the office in Osaka, 408 
kilometres southwest of Tokyo. 

Prosecutors also charged Mr. 
Kawamura and Iloman's former 
Vice-President Sadamu Takagaki 
with violating the commercial 
code by endangering their firm’s 
finances, he said. 

Suemitsu Ito, a property de- 
veloper and former Itoman board 
member, and Osaka businessman 
Ho Yung Oiung were each in- 
dicted on charges of criminal 
breach of trust, he said. 

Prosecutors said Mr. Kawa- 
mura. with the assistance of Mr. 
Takagaki. illegally purchased 
almost 8.3 million Itoman shares 
over a cne-year period beginning 
in December, 1989. Mr. Kawa- 
mura is also suspected of embez- 
zling his firm’s funds. 

Mr. Ito and Mr. Ho are alleged 
to have sold 219 paintings to 
Itoman for 55.7 billion yen ($410 
million). Itoman said, it lost 34.3 
billion yeti ($252 million) in the 
deals because the paintings were 
overpriced. 
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that the war left behind in Iraq, 
have effectively curbed Iraq's 
military spending in the post- 
war phase. 

“A close look at the pattern 
of Iraq’s economic moves and 
policies following the war de- 
finitely indicates that the 
(Baghdad) government will be 
scaling-down if not abandoning 
military production and spend- 
ing and converting such pro- 
duction facilities into industrial 
untis in its bid to address un- 
employment and meet its con- 
sumer and industrial needs,” 
he said. 

He also pointed out that 
Iraq’s financial resources will 
be limited in view of the U.N. 
Security Council's decision to 
divert part of all revenues from 
Iraqi oil sales to a special 
‘compensation fund for Gulf 
war .damages. 

Freed from pre-war regula- 
tions on imports. Iraqi 
businessman are buying food 
and essential consumer pro- 
ducts from Jordan in line with 
(he partial lifting on the embar- 
go on Iraq, and the level of 
such purchases may continue 
for some time, Jordanian 
businessmen say. 

Iraq will give priority to food 
stuffs and medicine in addition 
to raw materials for its own 


industries rather than import- 
ing products which are not 
essential for day-to-day life 
when Baghdad is given access 
to its funds frozen abroad and' 
or the Security Council allows 
limited sales of Iraqi oil. said 
another economic analyst. He 
noted that some of the pro- 
ducts that Jordanian industries 
used to export to Iraq before 
the crisis could be classified as 
“non-essential consumer pro- 
ducts,” and cited alcoholic be- 
verages, including beer, as an 
example. 

One consolation, if any. he 
added, is that Jordanian agri- 
cultural exports to Iraqi could 
go up and stabilise at certain 
levels for some years before 
the Iraqis themselves redress 
the damage done to its own 
agriculture in the war. 

The effect of the Iraqi move 
to divert its domestic consumer 
and industrial production may 
not be immediately visible in 
the short term on Jordanian 
industries geared towards 
meeting the needs of the Iraqi 
market, but “sooner than later 
the exporters will find little 
room for export deals with 
Iraq.” he said. 

The two experts lamented 
what they said was tbe lack of 
enough awareness among 


Jordanian businessmen of the 
eventuality of losing markets in 
Iraq. Jordan's biggest trading 
partner accounting for over 
$200 million in imports from 
the Kingdom until the sanc- 
tions were imposed in August 
last year. 

One expert noted that 
Jordanian businesses had 
turned to Europe and other 
countries and had succeeded in 
securing export orders. But, he 
said, “many of them appear to 
have seen such deals as stop- 
gap measures to make up for 
the loss of the Iraqi market.' 

Only a limited number of 
Jordanian exporters have 
moved to “consolidate” and 
convert such opportunities into 
long-term assets, he said. 
“There has to be a sense of deter- 
mination to pursue the con- 
tacts with a view to establishing 
long-term contracts and secur- 
ing export orders.” he added. 

One additional pitfall for 
Jordanian manufacturing in- 
dustries. he said, is the rising 
local demand for some pro- 
ducts from the dramatic in- 
crease in population with the 
return of over a quarter million 
expatriates and families. “In- 
dustries should not sit back and 
relax now that sales are boom- 
ing since such demands are 


temporary and cannot contri- 
bute significantly to the overall 
national economic approach,” 
he warned. 

According to Dr. Ali Da- 
jani. senior advisor to the Am- 
man Chamber of Industry, the 
Gulf crisis and the naval 
squeeze at Aqaba resulting 
from the enforcement of sanc- 
tions against Iraq have 
“opened the eyes” of many 
Jordanian industries and 
prompted them to come up 
with import substitutes. 

Faced with the delays and 
additional costs caused by the 
strict blockade at Aqaba and 
diversions and transhipment of 
Jordan-bound cargo, Jorda- 
nian industries were forced to 
come up with indigenous sub- 
stitutes, and “this is a very 
good tendency,” Dr. Dajani 
said. 

While the international ex- 
pert agrees with Dr. Dajani's 
optimism, he also argues that 
many Jordanian businessmen 
appear “more than happy to 
use imported products at a 
higher cost for use in their 
industries, perhaps because of 
better quality; but. by and 
large, the inclination to focus 
on import substitutes and im- 
porve their quality leaves a lot 
to be desired.” 


‘Part of Algeria's gold 
reserves threatened’ 


ALGIERS (Rl — An Algerian 
newspaper Tuesday quoted 
Prime Minister Sid Ahmed Ghoza- 
li as saying the country could lose 
17 per cent of its gold reserves 
within a month if it did not repay 
loans worth $350 million. 

The weekly newspaper La 
Semaine published what it de- 
scribed as the minutes of a closed- 
door meeting last week between 
Mr. Ghozali and members of the 
central committee of the National 
Liberation Front, the main poli- 
tical parry. 

Mr. Ghozali told them Algeria 
had mortgaged the 17 per cent of 
reserves in what he called a 
“swap” for the loans, it said. 

“This means that if within a 
month I have a way of repaying 
the $350 million, the gold 'will 
return (to Algeria). If. on the 
other hand, we cannot do it, it is 
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year. 

Call Talal at: 823085. 


DELUXE FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 large bedrooms, sitting, living & dining 
rooms, 2 balconies and bathrooms, centrally and solar 
heating, with telephone. 

Please call 846162 


Our Yearly Summer Sale 



off on all prices 


GEMS - JEWELLERY - BIRTH STONES - 
WATCHES & ALL GIFT ITEMS 
UNTIL AUG. 30. 

Afe WORLD RESOURCES 


W 


DAJANI & CO. RIO AMMAN 
AMRA HOTEL - AMMAN 


TO LET 

Ground-floor spacious house in Shmeisani. 3 bedrooms, 
salon, dining room, kitchen, 2 bathrooms, telephone, 
independent central heating and garden. 

Pis. call tel. no. 676911 


Music Theory Examinations 

THE NATIONAL Music Conservatory/Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation announces that entries are 
now being accepted for the November 1991 
Music Theory Exams of the Associated Board 
of the Royal Schools of Music. 

Closing date: 28 August 1991 
Registration takes place at the National 
Music Conservatory* Jabal Amman, 
Atiyat Building, Tel.: 687620/1. 

Tbe conservatory organises courses in prepara- 
tion for tbe examinations. 


Swedish artillery maker 
struggles to survive 


as if we had sold this amount.” 
the newspaper reported the mi- 
nutes as recording. 

It was not immediately possible 
to contact officials in the prime 
minister's office to verify the re- 
port. 

Former Prime Minister 
Mouloud Hamrouche reportedly 
told the meeting Algeria's gold 
reserves totalled between 5.6 and 
5.7 million ounces. Gold is selling 
at $356.50 an ounce. 

Mr. Ghozali said he was speak- 
ing of the gold situation to give a 
true image of the external finan- 
cial situation, which in public he 
has described as critical. 

Algiers has a foriegn debt of 
$26 billion and Mr. Ghozali has 
said it will face “the darkest 
period in its history” if it cannot 
raise six to seven billion dollars 
within five months. 


STOCKHOLM. Sweden (AP) — 
Bofors, Sweden's biggest arms 
manufacturer, is trying to survive 
in a world without the cold war. 

It is helping workers like Soren 
Israelsson. who began with the 
company as an apprentice 32 
years ago. prepare for new 
careers. Israelsson became a mas- 
seur. 

Most arms companies are 
laying off workers. Many are 
merging or developing new civi- 
lian products. 

For neutral Sweden, the trend 
could mean an end to the policy 
of avoiding entanglement in out- 
side alliances by producing most 
of its weapons at home. 

Although it has only 8.4 million 
people. Sweden makes Super- 
sonic jets, submarines, missiles, 
tanks, radar systems and artillery. 
The industry's annual turnover is 
about $2.5 billion and it employs 
40.000 people, or 10 per cent of 
all manufacturing workers. 


Trouble began at Bofors before 
the worldwide decline of the 
armaments business. The com- 
pany was accused of using bribes 
to secure a Howitzer contract 
with India in 1986. 

India cancelled its followup 
orders and the scandal tainted the 
century-old company once owned 
by Alfred Nobel, who invented 
dynamite and created the Nobel 
Prizes. 

Bofors reduced its staff to 
4.400 from about 6,000. This 
year, it joined with FFV Ordn- 
ance. which makes anti-tank 
weapons, to form Swedish Ordn- 
ance. owned by the state arid the 
Nobel industries group. 

Swedish Ordnance said it in- 
tends to lay off at least 1,600 
more workers and is seeking part- 
ners outside Sweden. 

Borje Johanson. spokesman 
for Bofors. said it is focusing on 
explosives and missiles. 




WANTED 

Rat, one or two bedrooms. Between First and Fourth 
Circles. Preferably unfurnished. 

Contact tel.: 849449 after 6:00 pjn. 


ARABIC FOR BEGINNERS 
& FOREIGNERS 

Qualified Arabic teacher to teach Arabic in class at Al 
Sanafer School after 4 p.m. 

Tel.: 677710 or 677777 Adm. 



☆ Fluent English 

☆ Fluent at P.C. computer 

☆ Self driving 

☆ More than 5 years experience 

Please send C.V. to P.O.Box 950569, 
Amman / Jordan 


ANNOUNCEMENT TENDER NO. 47/91 

The Ministry of Supply announces for a tender offer of full 
cream milkpowder quantity of 350,000 cartons: all who are 
interested to participate in this tender should apply to tile 
Ministry of Supply to obtain tender conditions from the 
specialised department against JD 25 non-refundable. 
Closing date for accepting offers 6:00 p.m. Tuesday 
3/9/1991. 

MINISTRY OF SUPPLY 


0Q 


vnencan 


ovnmu 


nity ofckool 


The American Community School announces a new programme 
for 4 and 5 year olds for the 1991 -92 school year. The new K-1 
and K-2 class will provide a developmental programme with 
appropriate learning activities tor each age group. The emph- 
asis will be on presenting creative lessons designed to allow the 
pre-school and kindergarten age child to develop socially, 
physically, emotionally and academically in a positive envirorv 
merit. 

Classes will be five days per week from 8:00 am. to 12:00 p.m. A 
reduced tuition and capital assessment rate will apply. Bus 
transportation is available for an additional fee. 

Please contact ACS (813944-6) for additional In fo rma tio n. 









































































































in fresh Yugoslav battles 

an city braces for army attack 


BELGRADE (R) — At least five 
more people have been killed in 
gun and mortar battles in rebel 
Croatia, highlighting the helpless- 
ness of Yugoslavia’s leaders to 
enforce a ceasefire between Serbs 
and Croats. 

Croatian police said three 
policemen were killed and three 
wounded in a machine gun and 
mortar fight in the eastern village 
of Beli Manastir Tuesday night 
after their patrol was attacked by 
Serbian guerrillas. 

A fourth policeman died in 
shooting in the village of Topus- 
ko. cn the northern rim of the 
staunchly Serbian Krajina region, 
some 60 kilometres south of Zag- 
reb. police said Wednesday. 

Belgrade Radio said one per- 
son was killed and 12 were 
wounded in a two-hour exchange 
fire between the Serbian-control- 
led Danube village of Borovo 
Selo and the Croatian settlement 
of Bcrovo Naselje. 

Two of the wounded were sol- 
diers in the Y ugosiav army, which 
is supposed to act as a buffer 
between the feuding sides and 
which fired anti-aircraft guns at 
the Croatian village, the Yugos- 
lav News Agency, Tanjug, said. 

Warships on the Danube also 
joined the battle, Belgrade Radio 
said. 

Croatian police said four of the 
republic's National Guardsmen 
and three civilians were seriously 
wounded in the same clashes, 
which they said erupted after a 
mortar attack launched by Ser- 
bian guerrillas. 

Thre fresh violence erupted as 
the Yugoslav presidency met in 
Belgrade to try to consolidate the 
Aug. 7 ceasefire. 

A stable ceasefire is crucial to 
federal leaders' plans to arrange 


political talks between the feud- 
ing republics on the future shape 
of the 72-year-old Yugoslav fed- 
eration. 

News of the violence came 
within minutes of an optimistic 
statement by the eight-member 
presidency, which said the mice 
had been widely respected. 

The T3njug said a delayed 
swap of 75 prisoners from the two 
sides took place Tuesday evening 
in southwestern Croatia. That 
brought the total of prisoners 
exchanged in the past week to 
100 . 

Eleven people are reported to 
have been killed since the cease- 
fire came into force, adding to a 
death toll of more than 300 in 
fighting since Croatia and neigh- 
bouring Slovenia declared inde- 
pendence on June 25. 

Most victims have died in 
Croatia where Serbian guerrillas, 
saying they were defending the 
right of a 600.000-strong minority 
to stay in the federation, have 
seized large stretches of territory. 

Local Serb leaders in several 
mixed towns and villages east of 
Croatia's capital Zagreb declared 
their autonomy from Croatia 
Tuesday and said they had united 
with Krajina. 

The move seemed likely to fuel 
Croatian fears that Serbia intends 
to redraw present borders and 
carve out a greater Serbian state 
from the wreckage of present-day 
Yugoslavia. 

The renewed clashes appeared 
to fulfil warnings by military com- 
manders from both sides that the 
truce would fall apart. 

“The ceasefire is not going to 
last too long and the big clash is 
coming. It is difficult to stop." 
said Milan Manic, chief of guer- 
rillas in Krajina. 


In Osijek, a strategic centre in 
the conflict, Croatian commander 
Branimir Glaves said he expected 
Serb guerrillas, .backed by the 
Yugoslav army, to attack at any 
moment. 

“The army and terrorists have 
formed a noose around the city,” 
Commander Glaves said. 

“Guns will be blazing from 
every window when the army 
comes in.” 

The combative Commander 
Glaves, a balding, stocky figure 
who wears camouflage fatigues 
and a gun at his hip, openly 
sneers at Croatia's civilian leaders 
for being too soft. 

He is also known as the “prince 
of Slavonia" — a part of eastern 
Croatia which has seen some of 
the fiercest fighting between 
Croatian police and Serbian guer- 
rillas since Croatia declared inde- 
pendence from Yugoslavia on 
June 25. 

Commander Glaves attributed 
the Serbian successes to support 
.from the federal army. 

“The Serbs are a handful of 
nothing," he told Western repor- 
ters. If its weren't for the army 
we’d have finished them off in 10 
days.” 

Osijek. a picturesque baroque 
city of 150,000 people has not yet 
been attacked. But its perimeters 
are regularly hit by mortar fire 
and Croatian forces have lost 
control of 17 villages south and 
southwest of it. 

Croatia says die Serbian rebels 
and the army are staking out the 
borders of a "greater Serbia,” to 
be formed from the wreckage of 
present-day Yugoslavia. 

“Without Osijek, the annexa- 
tion of Slavonia to Serbia would 
not be possible and the dream of 
stretching the Serbian border into 


marks Independence Day 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif Wednesday became the 
fifth leader in five years of politic- 
al turbulence to raise the coun- 
try's green and white flag to 
celebrate Independence Day. 

Opposition leader Benazir 
Bhutto stayed away, busy with 
preparations for her show of 
strength, at a rally in Lahore, 
south of Islamabad. 


Also missing was Ghulam Mus- 
tafa Jatoi, the man who raised the 
flag last year as caretaker prime 
minister after President Ghulam 
Ishaq Khan ousted the Bhutto 
government. 

Mr. Sharif s government was 
installed last November after his 
Islamic Democratic Alliance won 
a landslide victory in genera] elec- 
tions that opposition parties say 
were rigged. 


She could be edipsed by Mr. Shar- 
if s Independence Day show near 
Lahore. 


Monsoon rains force evacuation of 
thousands near Philippine volcano 


MANILA (AP) — Monsoon 
rains Wednesday forced 
thousands of people living along 
rivers near Mount Pinatubo to’ 
flee their homes as authorities 
issued a maximum alert against 
possible volcanic landslides. 

There were no immediate re- 
ports of casualties. 

Police senior Superintendent 
Andres Superable, acting Re- 
gional Disaster Coordinating 
Centre chief, said the maximum 
alert covers six rivers in the pro- 
vinces of Pampanga, Tarlac and 
ZambaJes. 

Mr. Superable said monsoon 
rains brought about by a passing 
tropical depression loosened 
lahars, or mudslides of volcanic 
debris, which flowed into rivers 
and caused flooding in nearby 
villages. 

He said more than 5,000 peo- 
ple from one village in Pampanga 
fled their homes Wednesday, and 
early reports showed at least 96 
houses in Tabon were awashed 
away by lahars, some as deep as 
2.7 metres. 

He said the total number of 
evacuees from other villages were 
not immediately available. 

On Wednesday, Mount Pinatu- 
bo ejected ash up to 23 
kilometres high and shook repe- 
atedly from minor quakes, the 
Philippine Institute of Volcanolo- 
gy and seismology reported. 

The I, 745- metre volcano began 
erupting in June after 600 years of 
dormancy. The eruptions and 
flooding that followed killed 
more than 480 people, officials 
said. 

Meanwhile, scientists reported 
that the ash cloud from the Phi- 
lippine volcano now girdles the 
globe, a haze that could cool the 
climate even as it brightens sun- 
sets. 

Mount Pinatubo began erupt- 
ing June 9 with the most powerful 
blast on June 14-15. 

The volcano continues spewing 
ash from time to time and scien- 
tists say it could erupt for up to 
three years. 

The ash cloud extended as high 
as 14 miles into the Stratosphere, 
where winds carried it from east 
to west around the globe, accord- 
ing to satellite observations made 
by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
fNOAA). 

The ash cloud completed its 
planetary circuit on July 7. 

Larry Stowe of NOAA’s satel- 
lite service reports that the thick- 
est ash cloud now extend between 
20 degrees north and south of the 
equator, roughly as far north as 
Mexico Gty and south almost to 
Rio De Janeiro. 





Mushroom doud explodes from Mount Pinatubo In the PfaB^pmes 


Measurements based on re- 
flected sunlight show the thicker 
parts of the cloud are more than 
double the normal load of dust in 
the air, Mr. Stowe said. 

The haze could slightly cool the 
climate, possibly for several 
years, according to NOAA scien- 
tists. 

But measuring the change 
could be complicated by the El 
Nino-southern oscillation, a 
periodic change in air pressure 
coupled with a wanning of the 
tropical Pacific Ocean that seems 
to be gaining momentum. This 
irregular phenomenon can cause 
worldwide weather changes. 

And these two factors may also 
confuse the attempts to measure 
global wanning finked to the 
greenhouse effect. 

To date, 18 jet aircraft have 
been affected by the ash cloud, 
with several experiencing engine 
failures and other mechanical 
problems, reported Mike Matson 
of the National Environmental 
Satellite, Data and Information 
Service. 

No crashes or deaths have 
occurred, but ash-induced engine 
damage can cost “big bucks" to 
fix, Mr. Matson observed. 

As many as 10 jet engines have 
been replaced because of ash 
damage, said Tom Casadevall of 
the U-S. Geological Survey. 

He said scientists meeting at 
Mount St. Helens, the volcano in 


the northeastern United States 
that erupted in 1980. late last 
month held a special session on 
Mount Pinatubo to discuss satel- 
lite tracking of the cloud, aircraft 
damage and the communications 
problems that allowed so many 
encounters to occur. 

“The saddest thing is that we 
here in the United States had the 
satellite information which 
allowed us to track the plume, 
but... the information did not get 
to the countries in the region." 

"We really don’t expect there 
to be any measurable climatic 
effects for at least several 
months," reported Chester 
Ropelewski of the Federal Cli- 
mate Analysis Centre in Camp 
Springs. 

But some researchers expect 
the asb to block part of the 
incoming sunlight, cooling the 
earth. 

That occurred in 1982 after the 
eruption of El Chichon in Mexico. 
Then, globally averaged tempera- 
tures fell 0.2 to 0.3 degrees Cel- 
sius for several years after the 
event. The Mount Pinatubo erup- 
tion is estimated at twice the size 
of El Chichon’s. 

El Chichon blocked an esti- 


Croatia will collapse," Comman- 
der Glaves said. 

In preparation for an attack, 
the local newspaper Glas Slavo- 
nije publishes pull-out supple- 
ments on how to make Molotov 
cocktails and disable Yugoslav 
army tanks. 

The guides, entitled, "they 
shall not pass,” and "how to 
cripple a tank,” include diagrams 
showing how to dig trenches and 
what proportion of petrol and 
sugar should be in a Molotov 
cocktail. 

Commander Glaves’s office is 
in the city hall, now a virtual 
bunker in the middle of the city, 
with scores of armed guards and 
steel-barred doors. 

Guns are propped against the 
walls of his office where Com- 
mander Glaves plans strategy to a 
background arias from Italian 
operas on a record player. 

He showed journalists 
videotapes of mutilated corpses 
of Croatian guardsmen. 

"This shows the primitivism 
and barbarity which typifies the 
unfortunate Serbian people." he 
said. "They have no future. Their 
place is not in Europe but in the 
depths of Asia." 

Glaves has launched scathing 
attacks on Croatian politicians for 
restricting his power and was 
widely rumoured to have been 
involved in a failed coup attempt 
earlier this month against Croa- 
tian President Franjo Tudjman. 

He denies the coup allegation. 

“The president shouldn't quali- 
ty every disagreement with its 
policies as a coup," be said. 

“There was no coup attempt 
against Mr. Tudjman. I always 
say what I think, regardless of 
whether Mr. Tudjman likes it or 
not." 


Kaifu’s 

popularity 

rises 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu appears 
increasingly popular despite the 
sca ndals in which his government 
is mired. 

The Tokyo Shimbun. a region- 
al daily, said Wednesday that a 
nationwide poll it conducted last 
weekend showed approval of Mr. 
Kaifu and his cabinet had risen 
3.7 points to 57.1 per cent from 
June. 

"At the moment, Mr. Kaifu 
and his cabinet appeared to have 
managed to duck their heads 
somehow," the newspaper said. 

A ruling Liberal Democratic 
Party member said: "Japanese 
not only think Mr. Kaifu was not 
responsible for the incidents but 
also feel sympathy for him. saying 
how unfortunate he is serving as 
premier in such hard tunes.” 

Meanwhile Mr. Kaifu and his 
wife, Sadiiyo, changed into tradi- 
tional Mongolian clothes to watch 
huge wrestlers grapple, men and 
women archers shoot at targets 
made of sheep bones, and a 
Mongolian colt race with children 
as jockeys. 

Mr. Kaifu also shook hands 
with “Genghis Khan," in the 
form of actor Enkhtaivan who 
played the founder of the Mongo- 
lian Empire in a Japanese- 
Mongotian film to be released 
next year. 

Genghis Khan’s grandson Kob- 
lai Khan founds! the Yuan 
Dynasty in China, conquered 
Korea and twice tried to invade 
Japan in the 13th century. 

Storms sunk the bulk of both 
Mongolian armies. The storms 
were known as "Kamikaze.” or 
divine wind, the name adopted by 
Japanese suicide pilots in World 
War II. 


Mrs. Bhutto’s Pakistan Peo- 
ple's Party (PPP) and its allies 
have never accepted the results 
and plan to use the Lahore rally 
to back their demand for the Sharif 
government to be replaced with a 
neutral administration that would 
hold new elections 


■ Down the centuries, the Mon- 

PODe mak6S ^ rc JI ortr !;' ed in I*pan. >s 

1 in many other places in Asia, as 

the scourge of tber people. 


sentimental 
return to 
hometown 


WADOWICE. Poland *AP) — 
Pope John Paul II Wednesday 
made a sentimental return to the 
house where he was bom and the 
church where be was baptised. 

In bis first visit to bis home- 
town since 1979, Pope John Pkul 
was greeted by a brass band in the 
town square, which otherwise 
was sealed off from the public to 
leave the 71‘-year-old Pontiff 
alone with his old friends. 

A plaque on the yellow stucco 
wall of 7 Kosdefny (Church) St. 
Marks the two-room apartment 
where Karol Jozef Wojtyia was 
born on May T8, 1920. Across 
the street stands die ornate 18th- 
century Most Blessed Virgin 
Mary Paris Church where be 
was baptised one month later. 

The trip home came on the 
second day of Pope John Paul’s 
second visit to his homeland this 
year. 

In Wadowice. a market town of 
18,000 people about 50 
kilometres from Krakow, he con- j 
secrated the new parish Church | 
of St. Peter the Apostle during an ' 
outdoor mass. The modem mar- 
ble church was built in thanks for 
the Pope surviving the 1981 
attempt on his life. 

The Pope described himself as 
"your co-citizen, a native of 
Wadowice, and at the same time 
a servant of the universal church 
in St. Peter’s See in Rome.” 

He asked that all share the 
faith be first learned here. Pope 
John Paul, whose mother died 
when he was 9, recalled “that 
mystery ! was taught by my 
mother who — joining a small 
child's hands in prayer — showed 
me how to make a sign of the 
cross.” 


Inside Comm mast-ruled Mon- 
golia, Genghis Khan’s name was 
taboo until last year out of fear it 
would embarrass the Soviet Un- 
ion, Ulan Bator’s main ally. The 
Mongols conquered Russia in 
mediaeval times. 

Last year Mongolians did away 
with their Communist govern- 
ment and chose their own leaders 
in the country’s first free elec- 
tions. Genghis Khan is now a 
popular national figure. 

Mr. Kaifu, the first Japanese 
leader to visit Mongolia, left the 
remote, landlocked nation for 


home later Wednesday 
In talks with Mongolia’s lead- 


ers, be offered Japan’s long-term 
help in propping up its shattered 
economy and encouraging politic- 
al reform. 

The premier announced 
Tokyo's first official development 
assistance to Mongolia, worth ab- 
out $7 million. 

President Punsalmaagiyn 
Ochiibat told Mr. Kaifu his gov- 
ernment would draft a new con- 
stitution this year that would 
guarantee political freedom and a 
market economy. 

Wednesday was a day of re- 
laxation for Mr. Kaifii’s entour- 
age, after a three-day visit to 
China that ended Tuesday. Mr. 
Kaifu was the first head of a 
major industrialised democracy 
to visit China since Peking’s 
bloody June 1989 crackdown on 
the pro-democracy movement. 

For Japanese media repre- 
sentatives travelling with Mr. 
Kaifu, it was business as usual. 

Some reporters were over- 
heard in a heated discussion ab- 
out how many golf courses they 
could carve out of the grassy 
plains around Ulan Bator. 

At a news conference after Mr. 
Kaifu’s departure, Mongolian 
Prime Minister Dashiyn Byamba- 
suren said the visit had "laid the 
foundation for cooperation in the 
21st century.” 


ROME (R) — Italy, in an appa- 
rent change of heart, Wednesday 
gave up attempts to expel 500 
desperate Albanian refugees 
from the southeastern port of 
Bari and said they could stay in 
the country. 

They would be sent to existing 
refugee camps in the north. 
National Police Chief Vincenzo 
Parisi told reporters. 

The refugees were the remain- 
ing bard core of 17,000 who 
landed in Bari last Thursday in an 
attempt to escape economic 
hardship in Europe's poorest 
country. All the rest have been 
sent back. 

Holed up in squalid conditions 
at an old soccer stadium and on 
board a freighter, they had vowed 
to resist all attempts to move 
them and some were thought to 
be armed. 

"There are people with fami- 
lies in there — we couldn’t just let 
them die," Chief Parisi told re- 
porters in Bari. 

“Many of them are army deser- 
ters and others showed signs of 
torture and said they had been 
persecuted by the former Com- 
munist regime,” he added. "It 
would have weighed too heavily 
on our conscience to send them 
back." 

The Italian authorities had 
been showing a markedly harder 
attitude towards the latest wave 
of refugees than ft did to the 
25,000 who landed in nearby 
Brindisi last March, most of 
whom are in makeshift camps 
scattered throughout the country. 

President Francesco Cossiga, 
in a brief visit to the Albanian 


capital Tirana Tuesday, had said 
letting the newest arrivals stay 
would only have encouraged 
more to. come. 

"That is no solution," be told 
Albanian President Ramiz Alia 
daring the first visit by an Italian 
leader since Italy’s army, of 
occupation withdrew from Alba- 
nia in 1943. 

Of the latest arrivals, only 300 
to 400 army deserters have been 
allowed to apply for political 
asylum. 

Italy has pledged to cover 
Albania’s basic food needs from 
September until the end of 
November to give the country’s 
form sector time to recover from 
the collapse of the old Commun- 
ist state fanning system. 

Hre latest Italian food .aid is 
worth some $85 million and 
dwarfs the S2J3 million the Euro- 
pean Community has given. 

Italy is pressing hard for the 
Albanian refugees to be recog- 
nised as a Community-wide re- 
sponsibility and has poured scorn 
on EC efforts so for. 

A separate military mission 
flew to Tirana Tuesday to arrange 
details of bow Italy can help 
reorganise the Albanian police 
force and set up a joint naval 
patrol off the Albanian coast to 
block any more escape attempts, j 

It was the first time since , 
World War II that Western milit- 
ary representatives had been in- 
side the country which remained I 
a Stalinist dictatorship, art off j 
from the outside worid, before 
becoming caught up in the col- 
lapse of East European commun- 
ism after 1989. 


Massive searches as trail of 
suspected killers leads to Alps 


PARIS (AP) — Police stepped 
up border controls at die Swiss 
frontier Wednesday after reports 
that die suspected assassins of 
former Iranian Premier Shah pour 
Bakhtiar may have returned to 
the savoy region of the Alps. 

Hundreds of police conducted 
( fruitless searches of about 30 
hotels in the Alpine region Tues-. 
■ day night, looking for the Ira- 
nians, Mohammed Azadi, 31, 
and Ali Rad Vakili, 32. 


Police sources said that die 
searches followed the discovery 
Monday of a wallet in a telephone 
booth in Annecy. A citizen 
turned it over to police in the 
Alpine resort town. 

Investigators formally identi- 
fied it as being among personal 
objects taken from the men Aug. 
7 when they were briefly detained 
after trying to enter Switzerland 
with bogus Swiss visas, a day 
before Mr. Bakhtiar’s murder 


was discovered. 

‘ Mr. Azadi and Mr. Vakili are 
two of three Iranian men who 
visited. Mr. Bakhtiar at his 
guarded home the evening of 
Aug. 6, about the time French 
coroners say his throat was cut. 

But the bodies of Mr. Bakhtjar 
and his secretary, Farou&h 
Katibeb, who was stabbed to 
death, were discovered only two 
days later. 

In the meantime, Mr. Azadi 
and Mr. Vakili had tried to cross 
into Switzerland with Turkish 
passports under the names of Ali 
Kaya and Kusa Moccer. A Swiss 
border guard spotted the phony 
visas and fined them 200 Swiss 
francs ($133) for trying to enter 
illegally. 

Under standard procedures, 
the pair were turned over to 
French border police and de- 
tained for a time. Because thier 
French visas were valid, they 
were allowed to return to France. • 


Violence mars unfinished 
Haitian censure debate 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (R) 
— Large demonstrations and 
threats forced Haiti’s parliament 
to adjourn hastily before legisla- 
tors could vote on a censure 
debate against the government of 
President Jean-Bertrand Aris- 
tide. 

A building was set on fire, a 
political party headquarters was 
wrecked and two legislators were 
attacked. But no serious injuries 
were reported. 

The fledgling parliament had 
called in Prime Minister Rene 
Preval, an Aristide appointee, for 
questioning and possible censure 
due to some members’ opposition 
to the new government. 

"Don’t lay a finger on Preval. 
Yon will get burned," a crowd of 
protesters chanted as they set 
tyres on fire. 

Shots were fired outside the 


headquarters of the leading par- 
liamentary party. One legislator 
was slapped as be boarded a taxi, 
and another’s home was stoned. 
Offices of two unions critical of 
Mr. Aristide's administration 
were ransacked and one was set 
ablaze. 


If the legislative body were to 
pass a censure motion, it would 
mean the appointment of a new 
cabinet requiring parliament’s 
approval. 


Mr. Aristide, a popular left- 
leaning Roman Catholic priest 
who easily won presidential elec- 
tions in December, raised the 
stakes Monday by reaffirming his 
support for Mr. Preval. 

Mr. Aristide said the cabinet’s 
overthrow “could do much harm 
to major (international) negotia- 
tions.” 


Hanoi wants to return to world co mm unity — premier 


'Blue roses now 
possible’ 


SYDNEY (R) —.Roses come in ^ 
many colours, but they have nev- ^ 
er been blue. This now looks set 
to change. Australian researchers ' 
claimed a world first Wednesday v 
in cracking the genetic code that 
creates blue pigment in flowers, 
and said they expected to pro- 
duce Wue roses in two years.* “It’s . ^ ■ 
a very expensive process, so 
we’re initially targeting, this at . 

[ very large markets," Edwina . 
Cornish of Calgene Pacific Ply ^ 
Ltd said -by telephone from Mel- 4 
bourne. -."It would initially -be-C>' 
marketed as a very exclusive gift; 

. but gradually production would . :.<*■ 
expand and prices come down.” 

Long sought by . horticulturists, 
the blue rose has defied conven- “ 
tional brewing methods^ because • 

the flower lacks the pigment to > 
generate the colour Mue. Resear- 
chers at Calgene, a biotechnology •••.". - 
company, said they had isolated >'s ' 
the gene that generates blue in - 
flowers such as petunias and . 
irises. The company has been 
working to isolate the necessary 
gene fen the past four years and 
will use the colour genes in pc to- 
nias to grow blue roses. 


China Invents 
close range 
bulletproof vest 


HONG KONG (R) — China fiias < ' 
invented and started manufactor y 
ing a bulletproof vest capable of '.^,, 
stopping a bullet fired from % ’} 
distance of two metres, spokes- 
man said. Hie Guangzhou Iron 
and Steel Research Institute 
spokesman said the vest was 6c- — 
signed and produced by two gov- _*?•' 
eminent- funded research ioRk ■■ 
tutes under the supervision of. the ' 
Public Security Department; or ' 
police force, of Guangdong pro- - ' 
vince. Speaking by telephone 1 
from Canton, the spokesman said "v 
sales had so for been restricted to * 
the province's police force bat -r - 
added that there had been over- * 
seas interest in the product r parti- : £ 
culariy from Hong Kong, the 
vest is made up of four layers, 
including two of nytoaand one of v _ 
alloy steel designed fo withstand , -H-.- 
knife attacks and most bullets 
fired from up to two metres away, “i 
the spokesman said. The vest, if - 
which took more than, two years - 

to design, will be exported at the -~s_ . 
cost of $300. ’ ;V. . 


Reba McEntire 
turns to acting 


RADNOR, U.S. (AP) — Reba .S 
McEntire turned to acting to hdp^ 
her cope with the jplane crash that ." ■; 
killed seven members of her hatful 
and her road manager. "I jsst-J*. 
didn’t know how I could go ai 
was devastated,” she says in tixOS. 
Aug. 17 issue of TV guide. ‘T jqstjm 
wanted to completely quit -Thef^f, 
were my friends, my fondly." 
Soon after the March 16 
McEntire went to work otf 
NBC movie The Lock Of 
Draw: The Gambler Returns*:-*; 
with Kenny Rogers. "I had to gct vfi* 
back into the swing of things 
keep my mind off what hapv £ - 
pened” she said. .“If' I d 
keep movin’, it woukfve 
eaten me up inside.” Rogers 
led it "a very smart inew^ - 
‘‘Since it was a non-musical pro-VJ~’ 
ject, it allowed her to pot time;" 1 '. ■ 
behind her without the imxnedb-: 1 .? 
cy of playing with a new bBfl&Oiiii 
he said. A twin- engine jet 
tying the band members crashed 
into a mountain near San Diegd£? v 
shortly after takeoff. The plane'sr ; 
two crew members also died i? ,4 
the crash. - • * / *f - 

. - i s. 


HANOI (R) — Vietnams new 
prime minister. Vo Van Kiet, 
says Hanoi has given socialism a 
new market-oriented twist that 
will help the isolated country 
patch up old enmities and lead it 
back into the world community. 

Vietnam was determined to. 
help to resolve the Cambodian 
conflict, make friends with China 
and the United States, and 
cooperate with Britain and other 
countries to resolve the delicate 
problem of “boat people" he told 
Reuters. 

“We have already defined our 
country as a member of the world 
community," Mr. Kiet said late 
Tuesday in his first interview with 
a foreign reporter since taking 
office last Friday. 

“It is right to say that we have 
to expand more and more our 
relations with the world. It is not 
only in our interest, but puts us in 
a better position to contribute to 
the world community.” 

Vietnamese-styie socialism 


mated 5 per cent of solar radia- gave people new economic frac- 
tion. according to measurements «°m, while ensuring the state 


from the National Geophysical 
Data Centre in Boulder, Colora- 
do, the dimming was as high as 20 
per cent in some areas. 


took care of those unable to 
survive in the tough competitive 
world, Mr. Kiet said. 

"This means that for those who 


can enrich themselves in a just 
way, we encourage them.” he 
said. 

"Those who can’t develop will 
be looked after by our socialist 
state so they can have a better 
life. We are looking for a better 
and better, but not so unba- 
lanced, standard of living.” 

Hanoi was now extending a 
peace offering to two former ene- 
mies, China and the United 
States, be said. 

Mr. Kiet, a 68-year-old south- 
erner who helped to lead the Viet 
Cong insurgency in the 1960s and 
1970s against Saigon’s U.S. -back- 
ed government, urged Washing- 
ton to forget the past, lift its trade 
embargo and normalise relations 
with Hanoi. 

“Let bygones be bygones. 
Look to the future,” he said. 

The National Assembly elected 
Mr. Kiet. an advocate of market 
reforms, in a cabinet reshuffle 
intended to inject new blood and 
technical expertise into Hanoi’s 
ageing leadership. 

Mr. Kiet denied Hanot was 
working out a secret solution to 
the Cambodian conflict with Pek- 
ing that would bypass a United 
Nations peace plan for elections. 


“Vietnam has no other solution 
besides the solution that is being 
sought, examined and put forth 
by the Cambodian parties,” he- 
said. 

“We don’t have the intention 
to put forth any solution other 
than put forth by the Cambodian 
parties.” 

Diplomats have said they fear 
Pelting and Hanoi, which have 
recently improved strained ties, 
might reach a private solution to 
the conflict in which they have 
backed opposing sides. 

Vietnam hoped eventually to 
provide commodities to China’s 
huge market and to buy goods in 
exchange. Mr. Kiet said. 

Vietnam was 'ready to help 
foreign countries and organisa- 
tions speed the voluntary repat- 
riation of some of the more than 
113,000 boat people in camps* 
around South East Asia, he said. 

He replied cautiously when 
asked if Hanoi would help to set 
up internationally managed cen- 
tres in Vietnam for boat people 
that Hong Kong wants to send 
home. 

"If it is to build a separate area 
on our tenitoiy, where they will 
live segregated, or five on foreign 


aid — we find this still an uneasy 
question," Mr. Kiet said. 

Asked if Hanoi would accept 
mandatory repatriation, be said: 
“This is a question which we are 
taking into consideration. We 
cannot accept involuntary, forced 
repatriation of our countrymen, 
but we think we should find a 
solution acceptable to ail parties 
... that can persuade (the boat 
people) to repatriate." 


Linda Ronsfadt 
records 2 songs in 
Spanish 


The best way would be for 
countries involved to persuade 
the boat people, mostly farmers 
or labourers, to go home and to 
help to provide them with tools 
they need to rebuild their lives, 
he said. 


A solution to this problem 
must be humanitarian.” 


Honai was following the 
teachings of the late Ho Chi Mmh 
to build a democratic, peaceful 
and independent Vietnam that 
was prosperous and protected its 
traditions, he said. 

‘‘We have found that the direc- 
tion to build socialism in accord- 
awe with renovation and diversi- 
fication is widening Vietnam’s, 
relations with other countries, 
not shutting them off” 


BURBANK, California (AP)r 
Linda Ronstadt has recorded tw 
songs in Spanish for the film Tfe 
Mam bo Kings, a story about tw 
Cubans- who find fame m tfc 
United States in tftel9S0s.Acti 
Armand Assaute stars ■ jn * 
raorile, which will include pej 
formances by singers Tito Pueift 
and Celia Cruz. .Miss Ronsiadf 
songs are titled perfitfca an 
Quiereme Macho. *Tve ahvaj 
loved this music' and tins era; 
Mis Ronstadt .saitC “CertaiuJ 
Latin music and the Latin roots? 
popular American music fiiv 
held an enduring fasc inatio n jfc 
me, and I’ve recorded “flfau 
sounds reflecting that. Tm glad 
was asked to participate m -th 
soundtrack for The vMamB 
Kings, which Jells a story efiara* 
tenstic of many talented*# 
.panic musicians mid artists wb 
came ^ this country. 
one for Christmas release. -ftp 
from. Oscar Hijucke 
Prize-winning nbve!,T$ 
I Mimfoo Kings’ PU# 

Love. . 



